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FOREWORD 


The following report based about nine months resi- 
dence the Nomoi, Mortlock, Islands. The major portion 
this time being spent Lukunor Island the southeast the 
group. 

Within the space our disposal have attempted 
give fairly full coverage those aspects the culture 
which may most significant for comparison with Truk. Our 
discussion has been limited largely present day practices 
and modes living, except demanded for clarification. 

Mr. Rauch mainly responsible for chapters III and VI, 
Mr. Tolerton for chapters II, and 

wish again express our appreciation Mr. Coolidge 
the Pacific Science Board the National Research Council 
Washington, D.C., Dr. George Murdock Yale University, 
and the many other individuals and organizations who under- 
wrote the work the Board. are grateful Rear Admiral 
Wright, USN, Deputy High Commissioner the Trust Terri- 
tory the Pacific Islands, and staff, particularly Captain 
Randolph and Commander Stewart, and Commander 
Nelson, Governor the Eastern Carolines, for expediting 
and taking active and encouraging interest our work. 
Lieutenants O'Brien and Umhofer thank especially among the 
many officers and enlisted men the Navy who gave assistance 
during our stay the islands. 

Dr. Peter Buck, Dr. Emory and the staff the 


Bishom Museum, and Miss Ernestine Akers and Mr. 


Bryan the Honolulu office the Pacific Science Board were 
not only great assistance our return from the field, but 
helped make our stay Honolulu very enjoyable experience. 

Needless say, Prof. Steward Columbia Uni- 
versity gave unstinting encouragement the writing this 
report. 

The orthography followed throughout that 
Elbert's Trukese Dictionary, however, his work was based 
Truk; and Lukunor and the Mortlocks generally speak separate 
dialect could not completely consistent with this. All 
native words used the text are given immediate translation 
explanation, subsequently the word phrase appears 


English quotes, again translated. 


Burt Tolerton Jerome Rauch 


Columbia University 
New York, N.Y. 


> 


— 


4, . - 
AT 


if 4 
== 
> > 
> 
YS 
4 == & 
ss 
= = 3s fo) 
== 
> 3 
= a] 
4 
% 
“hy +. x 4.2 
% 
AN 
a 
ONS 
awe 2: 
RA 2 
wy © 
RS 
Sis 
we 
~ 
= 
2s 
> => 
s 
© 
x 
= » 
ss 
> 
sf 
= 
> 
> = 
wt 
| 
af 


GEOGRAPHY 


The Nomoi North and 153° East 
the Central Caroline's Micronesia are group three coral 
atolls containing islands which only the seven largest are 
inhabited today. (See map) 

their orientation other groups they are 180 miles 
southeast Truk atoll and 250 miles southwest Ponape 160 
and miles SSE respectively are the Polynesian outlyers 
Nukuoro and Kapingamarangi. 

The closest ties were and are with Truk, way the 
atolls Namoluk, miles the northwest; miles further 
the atoll Losap and Pis; and miles the island 
Nama, Short distance beyond which the mountains Truk are 
visible. 

Principal interisland routes are drawn the 
ing sketch map. This also shows that only the Lukunor and Sata- 
wan lagoons have deep passageways the sea. The Etal canoe 
passage, like that Namoluk hardly more than dent the 
reef, barely passable during low tides high wind. The same 
true the adjoining Oneop, and that near the islet 


Fatikat 


Lukunor will our sample for the area its general ap- 
pearance will indicated. Including the uninhabited garden 
island Piafe, and one half the island Sapunor, Lukunor 
controls approximately .75 square miles the total 1.10 
the atolls land area, and about two-thirds the 21.2 square 
miles the lagoon. The remainder the property the people 
Oneop. 

Lukunor itself shaped island widening 
ably towards its shorter and broader northern end. Approaching 
from the ocean Side, its appearance typical the islands 
the group. Above the loose dead coral and detritus along the 
waters edge more less thick cover bushes, pandanus 
trees, and young coca palms; rising above this tangled under- 
growth and extending back 100 300 feet from the shore 
thick grove mature palms, their crowns forming Shelf, be- 
yond which rises windbrushed ridge darker green, the 
fruit trees. These, not tolerant salt water, form thick 
border around the swamp the center and northern portions 


the island and ragged line down the center the narrow south 


ern extremity the island. 
From the lagoon side, the most noticeable features 
the privicson posts jutting out over low tide mark. 
The stone calaboose, church, meeting house, school and former 
Japanese police officers cuarters are grouped around three sides 
the square, diamond. Three the great sheds 
that are the men's houses, and various plank sided tin roofed 
pandanus thatched homes can seen and down the shore 


from the pier. the further side the square are 
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coconuts, breadfruit trees, the taro swamp and the onpensea. 


unique feature Lukunor dry stone wall four 


five feet thick and from three ten feet high bordering the en- 


tire island. This was constructed the insistence the Jap- 
the years 1937 and today crumbling away 
several places. The JapaneSe also had built number wide 
and carefully leveled pathways. The chief these runs the 
length the swelling area, along the base the "L" between 
lagoon and taro swamp for over half mile. Three 
cross the meet its Seaward side roadway cleared 
during the war, and come together either end 
the taro swamp connect with the narrow trails that run out 

the and extremities the island. 

The principal paths, the baseball and other 
spaces within the dwelling area are kept completely clear 
all underbrush and covered with clean sand coral gravel, 
due rigidly enforced governmental policy which started 
with the Germans and has been continued the Japanese and 
Americans. 

The two districts Relong the south and 
face (meaning middle) each other across the basefield field, 
quarter mile walk north the main path brings one the 
tral part the north district Rewow. actually con- 


tinuous with Lukalepan and only recently separated from it. 


Beyond the last house site Rewow the Catholic burial ground, 


the Protestant cemetery corresponding position beyond 


Relong district. 
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three-ouarter mile walk north the reef the garden 
island Piafe. supports dense growth coconut, bread- 
fruit and other trees, and has two small patches taro swamp 
used Seed:beds for replanting. good 
due the fact that not exposed the direct force 
either the prevailing winds. Sapanor has few breadfruit, and 
taro but provides much useful brush and timber; being with 
Kurum garden island Oneop), area not entirely given over 
copra production. The peculiarly rough outcropped surface 
its fringing reef, also catches and holds the majority the 
drift timbers, pumice stone and other useful flotsam. 

According the traditional accounts, when the first set- 
tlers arrived they found what the present island two, and 
nearly three pieces. channel divided the end from the broad- 
part the island, and this itself was entered the sea 
what are now the southern and middle portions the taro 
first blocked off and filled time remote 
that account preserved. There has since been the difficul- 
the sea welling and spoiling the planting. Gradually 
these inroads have been stopped with rocks and cairns thus 
formed, each supporting coconut pandanus trees, may 
Seen throughout the swamp. 

CLIMATE: 300 miles from the equator and feet above 
Sea level has generally hot, humid atmosphere, relieved 
winds and frequent cloudbursts. The northwest wind, although not 
constant force the trade winds higher latitudes, 
prevails from early March till September. this time period 


change sets with light breezes and squals from all direc- 
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tions. mid-October its main force from the Southwest, al- 
most directly counter the above, reaching peaks November 
and December with gales excess miles per hour, almost 
invariably night; afterwards veering back the Northwest 
for day so. January, the weather becomes cool and even 
chilly with daybreak temperatures the low 70's not unknown. 
These conditions taper into another period changeable wind 
calms and light rains. March the trade re-establishes 
itself always with blowout that traditionally carries off 
the old and enfeebled. After six weeks fine spring weather 
the Summer Season begins; cycle two three hot muggy 
days being followed day and night downpour and heavy 
wind, which lessens towards September. 

The predominant set currents the Seaways between 
September March. 

High tides are late January; low 

The native terms for the two basic seasons are Lerak 
"summer" and leren, lefang, “winter." Currents are known 
the general term aut, and whether they come (faite, waite) from 
(ut) divided into great many types which signify 
the expert whether pregnant woman will die, give birth 
boy girl, whether man will fall froma breadfruit tree, 
may be, spirit come visit his birth place. Winds 
are differentiated terms following exactly the Beaufort Scale, 
from dead flat calm typhoon. There are alSo the winds the 


gods, sent punish the people: auniar, the 
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comes along the reef, white and low; spray 
flies across the land, white and hissing; lifaofao unimei, comes 
down the land from above, takes everything away, straight up; 


lipurupur aleng; sweeps the reef clear; Lipurupur pukil, only 
little boy, peels the skin off breadfruit and breaks down 


the trees. 
Three typhoons have struck the island since 1900, 
these usually come from the northeast, Lukunor and Satawan 


are sometimes the bastions the group. 
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DEMOGRAPHY 


Historical Background: Count Lutke, who visited Lukunor 1828 
found the people among the most healthy any had Seen 
his travels through Oceania. The Rev. Doane 1874 found them 


healthy although very fearful raids blackbirders. 


presumption population over 850 for this island par- 


tially corroborated data from the people and the former 
limits the village. 

might expected the decline population 
the late 19th century when trade grew more extensive, and this 


were unanimous, however, stating that “everyone was well 


until the typhoon...many were born and few died then...the trails 


were cluttered with old men crawling visit their 

The was that 1907. tore the island 
half its "I" bend, broke into the taro swamp, uprooted all 
but two the breadfruit and most the coconut. 

The German Government took off many the Survivors and 
relocated them Truk, Saipan and Ponape while their own island 
recovered. started return within three years and the 
majority were back ten, injecting into population that had 
far eScaped more than sporadic contact, and with still 
quate nutrition, massive dose and other e.g., 
gonorrhea, more virulent forms intestinal 


than had been known formerly, etc. etc. 
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-8- 
was the old story, but Somewhat special intensity. 
might also mentioned here that general native reaction 


German rule had taken place and been quashed 1903 and 


and that the post typhoon-period coincided with intensification 


missionary activity German Protestants and Catholics; also 
the demands for off island labor increased greatly the period 
prior 1914, all insuring continuance infection. 

Nevertheless the people had begun rally the 
time the Japanese moved into Nomoi, about 1923. (For the 
year 1925 there figure 642 for Lukunor alone). Then 
the population dropped until the mid 1930's when off 
until the war. Satawan people were moved off their island 
one near Mort make way for major Japanese installation and 
for the last two years the war 690 military were stationed 
Lukunor and the people relocated Piafe. 

The taro swamp was destroyed clear lines fire and 
make way for crops higher yield when the Japanese food stocks 
ran out; the lagoon intensively dynamited for fish; and the 
proximity such number foreigners exposed the people 
greater degree than those any other islandwith the possible 
exception Satawan. 

this greater degree contact that would main- 
responsible for the fact that Lukunor, and Oneop have con- 
tinued drop steeply after the war, while other 
islands, e.g., have shown rise. the statistics given 
below will noticed that Kutu has been rising for the last 


fourteen years least, whether this can put down also 


degree isolation, better supplies food, or, 


more healthy social organization cannot stated. is, how- 
ever, fact that besides the possible effects given above, the 
people Lukunor were, even aboriginally, known the most un- 
stable the group; and they who have been subjected, not 
only typhoons but the most intensive missionization, have 
worked the hardest making copra, and keeping their island and 
themselves During the first seven months our stay 
they did island labor day and half more per week than those 
any other island, and Satawan had more reconstruction 


than Lukunor. 


POPULATION STATISTICS: The Rev. Doane the Boston Mission, 
gave very rough estimate the Mortlock population for 1874, 
follows: Satawan atoll 1500; Lukunor atoll 1500; Etal 
The total, may compared with the total Mortlock popula- 
tion 1947 2276. This gives difference 1324, 
per cent the earlier figure. 

The following figures for 1935, 1946 and 1947 are avail- 


able. 


Doane: The Geographical Magazine; Vol. London, 
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POPULATION MORTLOCK 


for islands 


1947° 

Lukunor 480 453 434 
Etal 255 251 
Oneop 348 
Kutu 349 
Mort 275 268 319 
Satawan 
142 156 153 
TOTAL 2200 1900 2276 


This data shows Lukunor and Oneop population totals are 
still declining, and Etal somewhat balanced, and Kutu, Mort 
and Satawan increasing. Even so, the latter three islands 
only Kutu shows reasonable Set data, for the 1946 figure 
for Satawan obviously incorrect and the 1946-47 jump for Mort 
would warrant checking. 

The island breakdown the 1947 figures into Sex and age 


groups are the subSecuent charts, with total averages 


Minor 35.0 
Adult 46-7 
Aged 19.3 19.7 


“Hall and Pelzer Report: United States Commercial Company, 
Honolulu, 1946 


Ring, Atoll Chief, Mortlock Islands, December, 1947. 


Pelzer, writing 1946, found that the Truk population, 
compared with the standard age distribution average popu- 
lation, 1/3 under 15, per cent between and 45, and 
1/6 over 45, was too low for the and too high for the 
age groups. The above figures for the Mortlocks whole 
show more healthy condition, slightly too low for the middle and 
too high for the older age group, but about right for the younger, 
which not too far off for population recovering from war time 
privations.* 

From this would that spite the high 
dence and infant that reaches 50% per cent, the 
people will again recover given slackening the number 
catastrophic interruptions, and Some ease mind. 

The leveling off rise the population during the late 
30's was partially accounted for Japanese medical services 
the people. The medical service now provided said the 
people Superior. Also responsible for the rise was high 
volume trade with Japan, and the prospects for anything approch- 


ing this volume remote. 


for the reliability the data, figures are kept each 
Chief and not all are conscientious Ring; one source 
error may here. Also variation counting leaving out 
those people temporarily Truk elsewhere. there 
was some immigration Nomoi from its colony Ponape, short- 
after the war. 


NATURAL RESOURCES: list the principal resources Lukunor 
are given the appendix (Table A). necessary 
that some conception the variations between islands given. 

Lukunor now and has long been first taro production 
and has much the largest taro swamp (over .10 square mile) 
although supposedly received its knowledge cultivation 
from Oneop. Satawan was second urtil the JapaneSe made air- 
field its taro swamp, and has now planted large quantities 
but growing semi-dry land taro months 
against 18-24 for wet taro). 

Oneop, Kutu and Mort have approximately equal supplies; 
Etal has less, and this scattered small pits its vari- 
ous islets. has very little and was traditionally dependent 
Satawan, its few patches swamp the borders the lagoon 
are freouently spoiled salt water during the period the 
eastward winds. The last two islands are particularly rich 
coconut with more than they can use for food copra; and Etal 
now the prime source small timbers for the group. 

All islands have adequate supplies breadfruit for food 
during the possibly excepting Ta, Mort has more varieties 
than any other, and most those species that produce out 

Kutu alone grows sufficient Sugar cane give away 
little, the same true Satawan for bananas and papaya. None 
the islands can successfully grow mango, pineapple citrus 
fruits. 

All the islands are copra plantations; one ranked the 


group trees per population, they would be, roughly, the 
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following order: Ta, Etal, Lukunor, Mort, Kutu, Oneop and Satawan 
last the present time its groves suffered Severely from 
and shellfire. 

MARINE: The lagoons provide warm sheltered breeding grounds with- 
the surrounding “desert for many species fish and the 
organisms which these feed. Their and the wind 
and currents affecting their waters are therefore important 
determining the supply food available. 

The Namoluk lagoon spite its small size has always 
had phenomenal supply fish; according the inhabitants, 
because its depths make unnecessary for fish leave its 
Shelter. has passage, they are protected from predators 
like barracuda. Etal offers the same protection but its lagoon 
very shallow, and the fish there live the outer border only 
coming into the lagoon breed full moon. Neither can very 
successfully use fish traps, Namoluk they slide into the deep, 
Etal, they are Both make extensive use weirs, 
hook and line. 

The Lagoons Lukunor and Satawan have deep outlets 
the sea. The number small reefs and coral heads provide 
more varied ecology and many more Species are taken here than 
the other lagoons. Also the two islands being the wind- 
ward Side during the season the east west winds when most 
fish are the lagoon may concentrate trapping. This 
particularly true Lukunor which hasthe extent good 
bottom conditions nearby; Satawan comparison either too 
deep too shallow for easy trapping, but attractive many 


Schools that may netted. The waves the Oneop and Kutu ends 
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these lagoons make sighting and recovery traps difficult, 
furthermore bottom conditions are less satisfactory. Kutu, how- 
ever, being the lee side may exploit with weirs the long 
stretch breeding reef controls, and the waters the open 
sea with greater facility, and this latter particularly true 
Oneop which not only lee but has the rich trolling 
grounds the protected channel between the Lukunor and Etal 
atolls its door. this area Etal and canoes come 


and even those from Namoluk the best 


Oneop fact may ex- 


ploit the open sea during most the year, but Lukunor and Sat- 


awan are only able during the spring period mild winds, 


for the contra trades are Seldom steady enough and besides they 
must sail paddle around the entire island. 

Moch has weir areas, and alSo next pas- 
Sage. Ta, compared the above, has particular advantage; 
its waters are not too good for trapping; next pas- 
sage but the windward side; the result that islanders 
even during adverse seasons must fishing, and have hard 
time it. this all other matters, they are the “poor 
relations" Nomoi. 

The four principal migratory species not come all 
Namoluk and Etal but swarm the other lagoon but will enter 
either the two other lagoons. The two principal species, 
mamasuk and til have not appeared since the war and runs had 
fallen off before then. certain amount interisland trade 
results directly from these physiographic factors and will 


discussed Chapter 
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DIET: 
Composition of: The staple foods Lukunor are taro, breadfruit 


and sea foods. These are supplemented with coconut, shellfish 
land crabs, little meat and few fruits. and rice are 
staples when sufficient supplies are available through the copra 
trade. Adults eat almost greens except ingredient 
medicines various sorts during times acute scarcity; 
children, age receive infusions these about once 
month, make them healthy." 

averaged over fortnightly period the bulk 
food very nearly the same. important distinctions 
discriminations are made the diet proper for men, women 
children above years age; although men are likely get 
Slightly more meat the supply scarce. More wealthy people, 
have more food, may eat chicken more often and 
with more money may buy, and times even practically monopolize, 
the supply imported foods, available fish, except re- 
leased through the medium "cafes", where prices are rather 
Steep. general, however, even this does not create great 


gap the prevailing common vegetable diet. 


Chart showing seasonal changes the Lukunor food supply* 


Solid line equals plenty 
Dotted line equals degree continual supply 


Coconut 
Breadfruit 
Taro 

Giant Taro 
Ioot 

Rice 

Flour 

Fish 
Shellfish 
Octopus 
Fresh meat 
Tinned meat 
Preserved 


(Mar) 


Dried fish 
Banana 
Pandanus 
Papaya 

Mt. apple 
Afoch 


Chicken 

Pig 

Dog 

Fish weirs 


Migratory fish 
Mamasuk 

Til 

Angarap 


Arrowroot 
Greens 
medicines 


Jan Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 


wy 


below 


Foods usually only ceremonial meals 
feasts (tinned and flour should 
included here for 1946 


The occasion for feast 


migratory fish appeared 1947 
1948. except one small school 
angarap. 


Food eaten only invalids, babies 
young children 


After Land Labor and Diet Northern Rhodesia, 
Oxford 1939 


For| week two after ship comes 
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Those with many breadfruit trees may obtain few fruit 
times when others eat nothing but taro. And the 
cookhouses the leading families that one finds more care ex- 
pended food preparation, e.g., the hot ground stone oven will 
more often (not unimportant since preserves food 
values lost the ordinary boiling); coconut cream will made 
more often instead only once week, and more flavorings used 
help relieve what know from mere two months experience 
SEASONAL VARIATIONS: There ordinarily period absolute 
food scarcity but the pronounced variation the sorts 
food consumed evident the accompanying chart. The 
breadfruit season the low tides and the best time 
for trapping fish driving them into weirs that doubly 
time plenty. this season people will consume perhaps 
breadfruit during the day adult and even year old 
children will eat two more. 
for fish, average pound fish may eaten 


per day, that is, perhaps fish for two three days and then 


The taro Season, however, coinciding with the period 
adverse winds makes trapping difficult, high tides the reef 
prevent the women from taking octopus. Taro not easily 
obtained cooked breadfruit. Mornings are often cold 

and rainy, therefore one finds that people just sit, smoking, 
and will eat perhaps small piece taro left over from the 
day before, and later piece ripe coconut. there 


bit fish, and someone has brought taro, then they may eat, 


not, they will without. active man years dur- 
ing two-day period ate less than two pounds taro, moistened 
with soy sauce and one coconut. 

Salt preferably through the trade, and, 
still some extent the tedious method boiling away sea 
water, and not often used, soy sause being the preferred 
source. 

DRUGS: Tobacco considered necessity and particularly 
the winter season used substitute for food, and meth- 
passing the time. other narcotics stimulants were 

DISCUSSION: The varying composition the diet given 
the table will further discussed Chapter connection 
with the various psychological factors influencing labor, food 
production and associated attitudes. 

difficult say how adequate this diet is. 
present the chief and the people are inclined blame their 
high death rate lack fish protein, and this may cor- 
rect, for the people had been largely deprived the tinned 
protein they were accustomed receive trade for copra. 
There was definite craving for fish and for tinned meat 
any kind. With the short supply fish, pigs and chickens 
this hardly surprising. The shortage had not been suffi- 
ciently serious cause many obvious cases malnutrition. 
People both sexes and all ages, without TB, were quite well 
developed, and there were distended bellies among the chil- 


dren, nor cases rickets. 


the other hand even the most healthy looking young men 
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were incapable sustained activity our sense the tern, 
track meet only one person ten finished 
mile sprint. This, however, form sustained activity the 
people are not used to, beseball they rather consistently beat 
the crews Navy ships and showed little sign exhaustion 
afterwards. 

The distinction made many times between the dietary 
more less primitive peoples and that Europeans and Ameri- 
cans Summed emphatically the course argument 
the relative weight the islands finest physical specimen and 
the ethnographer..."oh yes, this muscle, but you have bone. 
You eat cow, you eat the morning, midday and night, 
every day, every month, all year. Your bone solid, heavy. 
eat maybe once, maybe twice, nothing, our bone light, 


hollow. have muscle, but nothing, only 
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SOCIAL STRUCTURE 
HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

Nomoi, Mortlock Islands, takes its name from its dis- 
coverer, Captain Mortlock, discovered the islands 
(The natives use the name Mortlock refer themselves. 
Nomoi stems from the native word meaning lagoon, nom, with the 
first person possessive suffix added. Thus, Nomoluk, with luk 
meaning middle center, its geographical position 

1828, when Russian under the leadership 
Count Lutke spent several days investigating the islands, the 
Mortlock group was already well known people the area. 
Lutke mentions English ship, seemingly familiar with the har- 
bor, entering the Lukunor lagoon just was leaving. 

The first reguler trader the area was Australian 
called John, who conducted purely barter exchange knives, 
tobacco and clothe for copra. was also the first 
actively encourage intensive planting coconut trees, and was 
the first introduce firearms into the area. Two other trad- 
ers who bartered with the natives are also mentioned inform- 
ants, one around the early 1860's and the second 1870. 

Later Spanish times two more extensive trading con- 
operated money basis within Nomoi. One was German 
business based Nauru, and the other was headed American 
Called Captain Lander. Both these built permanent stores 
Several the Nomoi islands, extending credit the natives 
and then taking payment copra. Lander, based Ponape, 
said have made large fortune through his trading activities 
throughout the Pacific and have settled finally Kusai. 
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His was stopped the Spanish colonial government who 
allegedly implicated him one the Ponape native rebellions. 

Spanish times (1886-99) native society was uneffected 
European influences except for the trading activities men- 
tioned above. Colonial rule the Spaniards hardly touched the 
people here and was limited occasional visits governmental 
representatives. Missionary activity began during this time and 
they, rather than secular influences, brought most pressure 
bear native institutions. 

During the German period (1899-1914) the first deep 
changes took place. Warfare was abolished, island chieftanship 
and accompanying were eStablished, the cumulative force 
missionary activity started become effective that 
this time Nomoi culture patterns were well along the transi- 
tionary process disintegration and reconstruction. 

The Japanese period (1914-1945) was the major period 
culture change Nomoi. Christian influence became and 
powerful, and the policy economic development was 
broader than anything heretofore. Japanese trading companies 
were organized entire Ceroline Island basis with stores 
run Japanese each island. exchange for copra, fish, 
handicrafts and shells, the JapaneSe exchanged trade goods and 
manufactured articles including cloth, machines, canned food and 
wood tools. Governmental agencies played major role 
native society and came intimate contact with native affairs. 
the Nomoi region, Japanese policeman was permanently sta- 
tioned Lukunor, and school teacher Oneop. two, 


addition the storekeepers played unofficial but still 
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"official" role, made the interpenetration Japanese policy 


and native affairs one part with the entire process culture 


change. 
LINEAGE ORGANIZATION 


basis: matrilineal exogamous sibs are common 
the entire region, Nomoi, Truk, Nomwin and Hall Islands. With- 
rich heritage mythological lore the migration patterns 
parts these clans from one the next may traced. 
These splintered off from larger aggregates settle 

new island, become turn the matrilineal, matrilocal lin- 
eage. While still recognizing sib affiliations, expressed prim- 
arily inter-island trade, hospitality and other social bonds 
and privileges, lineages soon become identified with the 
particular islands which they have settled and the specific 
island community into which they become integrated. 

There are mythological explanations, which are not 
tradicted, the origin the two major sibs, Sor and Sapun. 
The origin other sibs stems from sib exogamy, that new sibs 
when new name was introduced cover over sib incest. 
The alternative explanation for the origin new sibs the 
down from Heaven woman who then begins different 
sib. This splintering process within the sib organization re- 
flected moiety organization all the sibs around the 
two major ones, Sor and Sapun. 

Lukunor nearly 40% the people are the Sor sib 
that, united the bonds kinship and reciprocal relations, 


they provide ready base for the dominant position their sib. 


Relong district, for example, all the non-Sor lineage chiefs 
are married Sor women. December, 1947, the sib population 


Lukunor was follows: 


Sor 189 Saukutu 
Sapun Sofa Tela, 
Saumoch Inameru Wanikar 

Sauluk 


Total: 434 


Kinship group: are composed men and women related 
through the female line traced from common female ancestor who 
called the the lineage. The term for lineage, 

mwala, means “from the same This most usual- 
the woman who, marriage chief, first introduced the 
lineage within the island community. 

The husband and patron the original female migrant, 

referred the “father" the lineage. 
Lineage localization: The lineage site village plot 
land, called pei, which has been inherited from the lineage 
Here the house, Sleeping houses and cook-houses 
are built and the activities the lineage carried on. Pei also 
means placenta which the foetus thought feed while 
utero, and similarly the lineage plot its anchor within the 
island social structure. 
Lineage organization: times all lineages 
occupied their part the sib site, pei, with their own 
ing house and cook house. the head these lineages, each 

which represented collateral line the entire sib member- 
Ship that island, and organized around the one Men's House 


was the Chief the Men's House, samol fel. The Chief 


the House, picked from the oldest matrilineal line, was 
the representative the sib who governed over the various lin- 
Within this larger group. 

the present time, though, lineages within the 
organization have rejected the authority the Chief the 
Men House, that all have become independent and more 
less eoual status. The head the lineage, lap mwala 
big lineage, have taken the authority formerly exer- 
cised the Chief the Men's House, and become, name, 
sib chiefs, samol ainang. 

This process has been brought about part the gen- 
eral leveling all social and political relationships before 
the increased authority the island chief. main factor 
also been the sharp population that now many sib 
units have only enough people surviving form one lineage 
(mwala) their sib site (pei). 

Lineage functions: The lineage, distinguished from the ex- 
tended household, the property owning group. This means, 
primarily, the relationship land and lagoon rights, liv- 
ing querters and large implements production such canoes, 
Under the leadership lineage chiefs, lap mwala, taxes are 
paid the island chief. 

Lineage and sib chiefs, the leaders social 
groups, are the representatives people who the past 
received the property rights original gift from the dom- 
inant Sor respect their authority nominal holders 
lineage property and the Sor chiefs original donors, 


harvest first fruits all crops are presented them 


the people. fruits, representing the claims donors 
the land they have given out, are part the yearly harvest 
cycle first breadfruit, mwanomei; first taro, ulupwel; first 
preserved breadfruit, First fruits must submitted 
for all land and natural property, the part lineages 
Sor from whence their land came and the part individuals 
the various lineages from which their own possessions were 
derived. 

time specified the island chief, now, and the 
district chief the past, all lineages bring their gifts 
first fruits the main Sor Men‘s House. later date, 
other lineages one one organize the presentation their own 
first fruits from lineage members and other people, such the 
children men the lineage, who now own land that was 
the property that particular sib. 

First fruits are not tribute food levied the pop- 
ulation their chiefs but represent cnly religio- 
political and social claims the past. This attested 
the fact that first fruits are not eaten the lineages the 
sib that receives them. They are, fact, tabu prohibited 
these people but must turn given their wives and chil- 
dren, members other lineages and sibs, who are aliowed eat 
this symbolic gift. 

There is, however, another gift reinforced with 
ural sanctions levied lineage and sib members their chiefs. 
This asseume, meaning rest from death, which the gift 
all extraordinarily large fish lineage heads caught lin- 


eage members. this rule broken, pre-contact belief asserts 


that death would the punishment. Today, however, because 
the deterioretion such older beliefs, this custom may may 


not followed depending the individual. More often than 
not, would say this custom asseume disregarded the 
people the present time. 

Lineage organization Relong district: are Lukunor 
approximately sixty lineages, which the composition those 


Relong district may considered typical. 


Lineage plot sib Lineage chief members 
Lehochel Sapun (Ta) Toirung 
Leiwo Sapun) land 
Sopokis Sor 

Lengu Saukutu Echuesh 

Arik 
Lafeta Sor Andreias 

Ring 
Lagos Sofa Kulio 
Kalistus 
Saumoch Aiseia 
Ainang Sofa Alphons 
Sorl Takon 

Wenipenapen Serafin 
Alek 

Saumoch Alfred 

Sor Rafaiel 

Lepen Sapun Perrain 
Anis 
Sor Sachuo 


Sopokis, which when this plot was bought moved 


another Ainang via patrilineal grant land. 


“Collateral line Fesai established here patrilineal 


residence. 


line Wenipenapen established here patri- 


lineal residence. 


men’s house Loiulou destroyed 1907 typhoon 


and located ever since land received from patrilineal grant. 


EXTENDED HOUSEHOLD ORGANIZATION 


result sib exogamy and matrilocal residence the 
occupants the lineage site are the members the extended 
family. While the rule matrilocal marriage, there are in- 
stances patrilocal residence also. This occurs cases 
where the lineage the wife not sufficiently numerous 
function its own. such circumstances the woman 
comes live the lineage plot her husband. Lukunor 
there were approximately such cases. But even here, the 
residence still only nominally “patrilocal" since the land 
which the house built usually given the husband 
his wife and children, and thus falls into the usual procedure. 

The extended household includes the women the lin- 
eage, their children and the in-marrying males. put this 
another way, the extended composed the Several 
nuclear biological families, all related through the Several 

the head the family the hus- 
band the oldest woman the lineage. charge the 
day day activities this group, and the main directs the 
daily subsistence activities the people. The authority between 
the Lineage and the extended household clearly distinguished 
and rests upon the mentioned above. general, the dis- 
tinction rests upon the usufruct property and the ownership 
this property. 

While greater privacy and intimacy for the 


nuclear family, still for the most part merged within the 


household group. Apart from the Sexual demands and the 
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personal loyalties called upon marriage, and the potentially 
greater ties between children and their biological parents, the 
nuclear family economic and social unit completely 
pendent upon the extended household, which part. 
Living The two main house types which are part 
every household group are the and Sleeping 
Fach lineage and extended household organized around its own 
cookhouse. the cookhouse that the main activities 
the extended household group are carried on, preparation food, 
eating production trade articles, care children, and so- 
cial gathering. 

The cookhouse uSually made branches tied together 
with coconut twine and covered with plaited coconut branches. 
The slanted roof thatched coconut branches pandanus 
Sheaths. the floor covered with small stones sand. 

The structure described above the more elaborate type. 
Some cookhouses consist only shed, built with wooden 
frame and covered with few sheets corrugated tin. But some 
sort cookhouse necessary, and, fact, compulsory because 
health reguletions enforced the chief. 

The regular houses, sleeping quarters, may consist 


larger house the “cook house" type, but with floor 


planks raised off the ground. This “native" type 


structure frowned upon, however, and so-called 
house type preferred. This made with planks, square, 
divided into rooms, possible, and roofed with corrugated 
Sheet metal. The floor here also raised from the ground. 


The number rooms and added wings these houses increases 


with the number biological families the household, with 
the ultimate but infrequently achieved aim two story build- 
ing. The alternative this are houses for each nuclear 
family within the household. 

These buildings and cleared courtyard are the basic re-: 
quirements the individual household and lineage, but 
the size and condition the men’s house that reflects the po- 
sition lineages. Backed with religious end ceremonial 
sanctions the large Men's House, fel, represented the political 
authority the ei-sib organization headed the chief the 
Men's House, Samol fel: the present time, though, due 
the destruction the 1907 typhoon and the war, only four old 
Style Men Houses remain. Such houses now being built are 
the house type, end are still used for sleeping quar- 
ters for adolescent boys and bachelors, and for the economic and 
social pursuits the men. 


Leadership the extended household: The responsibility 


leadership rests with the older generation the household, 
the oldest woman the lineage and her husband. This re- 
flected the kinship terminology where these grandparent fig- 
ures are called “big mother" and “big All household 
relations are based the respect, obedience and meekness 
children their parents. the necessary activities which 
this group participates under the direction the household 
elders, patterns and obedience are formed which ex- 
tend all other situations. 

This polarity household leadership derived from 


the two-fold, sexual division labor the society. 


‘ 

‘ 

‘ 

{ 


the job men, primarily, cultivate and bring food for the 
household the cookhouse, whereupon the women, primarily, pre- 
pare the food for consumption. emphasize this because this 
division labor (a) one convenience and arrangement and 
does not imply skill knowledge possessed one and not 
the other, (b) has major exceptions which not make herd 
and fast rule. With basically subsistence economy, the or- 
ganization food getting main day day responsibility 
and carried under the leadership this senior couple. 

The responsibility the big parents covers not only 
the economic, subsistence activities but also extends all 
interpersonal relations within the household group. For 
ample, while the clearest tie that between mother and child, 
this relationship always under the supervision the "big" 
parents who all cases, may criticize the behavior the 
ents themselves. one “big mother" said, “If see them 
(parent) hit one the children, then get angry and will hit 
them turn. don't want them hit her (the child). After 
dead they can this, but not now." 

Likewise, another household head said that didn't want 
his daughters discipline their children even the children 
were disobedient. the children were bad said that would 
talk them himself. this, all matters the head 
the household reserves the responsibility for himself. talk- 
ing about this once related the fact that also 
directs the subsistence activities, takes care the money and 
has all things the final responsibility for the entire house- 


hold group. watch over them. see that son-in-law 


not good his daughter, has trouble with his wite, and 
think good speak, then can enter between them. 


watch over them for all things. watch the money, and 
the store and buy things. Then think they need these things, 
will give them." 
Biological nuciear family: conjugal bond offers the most 
intimate relationship. The married couple have complete physi- 
cal and social intimacy "there nothing they cannot tell each 
and is, after all, group married couples, 
nuclear families, that the extended household functions. 

economic relations the biological family represents 
further division labor within the extended household. The 
conjugal couple the most favored working unit, the taro 
field and out the jungle getting firewood breadfruit. While 
food preparation done the entire group, the responsi- 
bility the wife serve and eat with her husband. There 
one house for the whole household group, but here also the con- 
jugel unit given more privacy allowing them Separate room 
sleep in. And not this then they sleep apart from the 
others the pandanus sleeping mat. 
Marriage: most cases marriage initiated the par- 
ents who, after obtaining his approval, speak the parents 
the girl. Young people may make arrangements between themselves 
and then try get the approval their parents who then com- 
the formal procedure outlined above. These proposed mar- 
riages, however, are Seldom approved unless they fall within the 
marriage patterns favored the parents and lineage heads, 


terns which are derived from property relations and kinship ob- 


ligations. 


After these arrangements had been completed among the 
people themselves, they seek the the priest 
pastor conduct the religious service. The proposed marriage 
announced church three successive Sundays, and the 
ceremony takes place the fourth. During Japanese times the 
island chief also had approve the marriage. 
these regulations and conditions, extremely difficult 
not impossible, for marriage contracted the face 
parental opposition, situation not unusual for society 
which wealth lies chiefly land. 

Child betrothal was present the pre-contact culture, 
but missionary activity has suppressed the more formal aspects 
this mechanism. There are, however, preferential categories 
mates that the purpose child betrothal still ful- 
filled. Young people, who usually marry between the ages 
17-20, Seem pick from these preferential marriage partners 
when they initiate marriage their own accord. 

Despite the persistent opposition the missionaries 
cross ~cousin marriage persists and functioning institution 
the present time. This marriage breaks through the kinship 
terminology since the marriage his classi- 
ficatory With patrilineal inheritance playing such 
large part the society, this mechanism cross~cousin 
marriage which brings land and other property back into the ma- 
ternal line. 

Marriage exogamous, that outside the sib, but 
some special cases there the additional regulation pro- 


hibiting marriage into the father's lineage. such cases the 


marriage into another collateral lineage 
the father's sib. This special regulation, which applicable 
only certain instances, erises out property 
ties where two lineages different sibs Claim land partner- 
This inter-lineage cooperative ownership known the 
"company 
this context must also emphasized that divorce 

extremely rare the Mortlock area. there 
record only one divorce, and that man raised Ponape 
who, stranded Palau during the war, married and returned 
only the end the war. other there have 
been four five divorces granted the Spring months 1949 
(near the end our stay) upon the clarification this pro- 
blem the Civil Administration. This another indication 
the strength property relations and the religious funda- 
mentalism regarding marriage. 

interpreted native Christianity, marriage 
union thought and One the more important 
aspects this union sexual fidelity. Chief Ring was con- 
templating the revision indemnities the form money pay- 
ments somehow handle this problem. 

Adultery major point conflict, and establishing 
mutual trust between husband and wife important aspect 
marriage. Soon after marriage husband will prohibit his 
wife from the village unless she Spe- 
cific errand. may also stop her Sunday afternoon visits which 


She made Single girl. And she likewise makes similar de- 


mands him. matter course, the mother comes 


his houSe whenever away from the island. 

native vocabulary there special word describing 
woman who trust her husband. Likuoko, hook, and 
here, meaning, one man put it, woman who won't let 
her husband away; she wants them walk together, work together, 
eat together, wander around defecate and 
everything else.“ they say, “Regarding belief, she not 
Child care: While the clearest relationship between mother 
and child, child training involves the entire household group 
with ultimate responsibility resting the older, grandparent 
generation. Children, one the cultural foci Nomoi, are 
highly prized everyone and soon become the center the house- 
hold. become father means change from young man, 
alleuel, manhood. mwan. While the parents are most immediate 
their own children, ample assistance fulfilling parental 
duties given other members the household under the care- 
ful Supervision the parents. 

The relationship authority and respect within the house- 
hold may best learned from the children themselves. 
recognized that instances young children and adolescents 
also are fonder their grandparents than their biological 
parents. Many household heads report how the children obey them 
rather than their biological parents. often the case that 
children learn refer their and 
even before their parents. 

From the very beginning the duties child care bring 


about re-division labor within the extended Preg- 


nant women are excused from all difficult work. They are not 
permitted participate communal labor, work the taro 
field, gather firewood, pound taro breadfruit, cook. 

Not only economic but also social responsibility for the 
healthy development the child falls the household group. 
Because believed that the mental state the expectant 
mother affects the health the child, all members the house- 
hold, well the mother herself, must act keep her 
good heart, happy mind and calm disposition. said that 
husbands this time should not even dress well, for this 
has implications which would arouse jealousy and anger the 
heart his wife and effect adversely the growth the 


During all this time the expectant mother under the. 


constant her own mother and her husband's mother. 
birth sister one these women usually called 

midwife, who then charge the infant for several weeks. 
When time nurse the infant, she will tell the mother. 

the child cries for water, the midwife will this. When the 


infant isn't sleeping, the midwife almost constantly rocks the 
child back and forth her arms while singing him. When the 
child week old, the maternal grandmother will the 
person who proudly carries the child church. almost 
the mother were there only feed the child, while the mid- 
wife and older women take care him. 
Six stages the growth young children are recognized. 
These are determine feeding habits, discipline and train- 
ing. These stages are terms physical growth and ability, 


and informants find difficult, not impossible, talk about 


young children terms months years. stages are 
follows: 

when the child can only lie placed down 

other people, lie the back lie the Side; 

when the infant able move, turn over its 

Side itself; 

when can crawl his hands and knees; 

when learning walk, falling down after each 

few Steps 

when the child able walk. 
Supplementary foods well various medicines compound- 
numerous greens are given from early age. Mother's 
milk thought the best food for children, and they are 
nursed long and often possible. Children 6-7 months 
may woken two three times during the and even 
this initiated the grandparents who must wake the mother 
for her this. the time the child year 
months old, may fed whatever demands. one grand- 
parent said about young child, “Gudenia can eat pudding. She 
has teeth and can bite." 

When the time for weaning comes, mothers show more and 
more reluctance offering the breast. The child admonished, 
very bad, for you are able eat now." other 
bers the household help commenting, “Why you give milk 
such big this way children may weaned only 
this mild verbal training, and refuse nursed, 


even when offered the breast. more difficult cases, pepper 


pudding, which said look like feces the child, 
put the breast discourage nursing. this way weaning 
may take place early 10-12 months late years 
depending the position the child the family. 

Children are taught defecate the beach when they 
are 1-1/2-2 years old, that is, old enough understand verbal 
instruction. Disobedience disregard this rule later 
brings strong and persistent discipline. have seen young 
boy three, for instance, pulled along one arm for hun- 
dred feet his mother the beach, where She stood over hin, 
watched and scolded she made him defecate this proper 


place. 
Much time spent playing with the child, and the 
same time, teaching social behavior. Household members 
children all the time, repeat the baby words children, and 
try teach them small phrases like you." 
one small girl about months, hardly able speak 
herself, was able move the various parts her body when 
asked, “Where your leg, your arm, etc." This playing soon 
becomes means Social training. Not all severe, 
verbal level. Children this age hear and soon understand 
Such warnings “bad, “dirty, dirty." 

main social values are obedience and meekness, and 
these are inculcated soon possible. Rather than command- 
ing forbidding, however, the first technique training 
designed frighten. Small children 18-20 months are con- 
Stantly being told, not there, the dog will bite 


they are threatened with cats, spirits, the island chief and 
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also, found out, with all other figures authority. All 
during our work the island, small children would cry immedi- 
ately upon seeing and even 4-5 year olds were shy our 
was only later that understood this, when found 
that parents used also disciplining their children tell- 
ing them "Be good, not that the foreign men will come 
and beat you." 

Physical punishment does not begin rule before the 
child 3-4 years old. only this age can begin 
understand and held for misbehavior. And, the 
other end the Scale, thought wrong hit children older 
than 13-14. Striking children first begins with slight playful 
Slapping the hands, but soon more Severe. While this 
not usually used the day day situations, parents will 
strike children during toilet training. And, the child gets 
older, beating will used with less hesitation, for children 
must sooner later fit into the pattern obedience and 
ness, and this may accomplished somewhat rebellious chil- 
dren with marked 
Adoption: The perpetuity the lineage line guaranteed, 
the absence children, adoption. This practice wide- 
Spread between collateral lineages the sib. 
cases adoption, called moumou, not only continue the 
line but also unite the two lineages closer bonds. 

many caSes the mechanism adoption Serves also 
bind lineages different islands. such adoption, 
usually females under these circumstances, may continued 


each succeeding generation. The origin many lineages, 


Satawan, for example, may traced adoptions from Lukunor. 
some cases the adoption children means sol- 
idifying close friendships outside the usual kinship ties. 
There one case this type adoption Lukunor, the re- 
sult friendship between two men while working Angauer. 
their return, one man gave the first born child his young- 
er, classificatory sister adoption his friend. 
Kinship terminology: While Nomoi people are able describe 
relationship descriptive terms, that there are many 
terms relationships (such mother's sister, 
ter's daughter, father's father's son, etc.) the main kin- 
ship system here the Crow type classificatory system. The 
main characteristics this type are: the identification 
all people within lineage sib deference the matri- 
lineal principle rather than bilateral organization, and 
the distinction between (blood) relations, that 
is, members the matrilineal group, from affinal (marriage) 
relations. Thus, brief, men the same lineage are brothers 
while man another lineage could son, and siblings 
own lineage and sib are brothers and sisters while 
another lineage and sib may fathers and mothers. 
exists although there are 
terms for this relationship. the kinship terminology, cross- 
cousins, female ego and her mother's brother's son, are 
relationship. Formerly this break through the 
kinship system was helped calling one's cross cousin betrothed, 


but this term little used since child betrothal sub- 


rosa the present time. 


The particular kinship terms, given the first person 
are follows: 
semei: father, father's brother, father’s brother's son and 
all other members his sib. 
inai, mother, mother's sister and all other women 
ascending generations one's own sib; father's sister and 
all women father's sib. 
all members one's own sib the same Sex. 
all members own sib the opposite sex. 
own children and all other children women 
one own generation the lineage and sib; children male 
members one own lineage and sib. 


male speaking, sister's husband. 


Ofokur relationship: The ofokur relationship stems from the 
strong bonds between the the outmarrying males 
lineage and that lineage. Within this matrilineal society the 
ofokur ties intwine with all other kinship bonds. 

shown the kinship terminology all children the 
men lineage are considered children that lineage. These 
Children are the that lineage. socially recognized 
group the are distinct part the marriage pattern, 
land tenure and work obligations. This bond, cutting across 
strictly matrilineal relationships, integral part the 
patterns reciprocal exchange. 

The term ofokur applies not only individuals who are 


scattered among different sibs and lineages dependent upon the 


marriages that have taken place, but also applied lineage 


q 


and groups. Thus, entire lineage whose historical origin 
Lukunor stems from gift from the Sor sib recognized 
Sor. First fruits then become gift from one 

and the dominant position Sor other such lineages 
child. 

Companies: The native population has adopted the English term 
refer their own manner communal ownership. 
Owners land, lagoon rights, buildings, pigs may say that 
they are Much this group ownership falls 
lineage and sib holdings, but the term “company” also has 
extra meaning that applied cooperative holdings 
two more lineages. Thus, two sibs, Sofa and Saumorch, claim 
ownership the lineage site Relong called and 
traditional fishing techniques, Several lineages participated 
together magico-ritualistic procedure and claimed therefore 
group rights over the distribution such types fish. This, 
areas social organization marriage, work patterns. 

interesting that English word was necessary describe 
the relationship, eSpecially connection with the fact that 
there was special term for the cross cousin marriage. 
While the totemistic complex seems have been much 
richer Truk where still survives attenuated form today, 
Nomoi sibs also explain their origin and magic this religious 
and economic institution. Arising out origin myths all sibs 


possessed intimate relationship particular animals, birds 


| 


fish, which means magical control and ritual observ- 
ances they used pursuit food, preparation medicines 
and sorcery. Sibs were related more than one animal 
totemistic relationship, and many cases totems were Shared 
more than one sib. These relationships are correlated not 
only with origin mythology but also with later migrations and 
economic patterns. Thus sibs united for catching 
certain fish, sharing rights areas the lagoon island 
are also found share between them certain totemistic species. 
the present time all the ritual and avoidance patterns 
regarding sib totems have been lost. most cases people not 
know (or will not say) which species are the totems which sibs. 
the time totemism plays active part only the re- 
lationship Nomoi people Truk, where totemism still seems 
play large part sorcery and medicine. When visiting Truk, 
Nomoi people are much aware eating forbidden food, and the 


themselves Trukese magic arising out totemism al- 


have caused Serious illnesses and death. But Nomoi 


people themselves, excepting native medicine, carry 


actively any acts based totemistic 


q 
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DISTRICT ORGANIZATION 


Historical While the basic social unit the 
eal and matrilocal lineage, these each island, func- 
tioned within district headed district chief. 
Derived from the settlement pattern, wars, famine historical 
accident, and the political right thereof eminent domain, 
there established within each district dominant sib. This 
sib, possessing more than one lineage plot and including pre- 
dominating section the population, was headed district 
chief, called makal. 

Lukunor the two districts stemmed from the two daughters 
the first settler, Luku. said that Mereit, meaning 
moral proper, was the name the oldér daughter Luku and 
Eiwer meaning yes, was the name the younger daughter. 
expression this superiority Relong, the village Mereit, 
became Lukunor the district higher prestige and power. 

For, was explained informant, Mereit would say, 

Swer, Mereit would say, “Let get coconuts for 
will allu (spiritual gift coconuts sib and 
Eiwer would only say, “Yes, let that." And so, our in- 
formant concluded, their names: Mereit, custom-ary, and Eiwer, yes. 
District chief, position and respect to: The term for district 
Chief, makal, taken from the name the feather which was put 
his hair when assumed office. Descent, this well 
other social positions, passed through the oldest matrilineal 


line from older brother younger brothers and then the 


—— 


sons. the head the most numerous and powerful sib 
within the district, and the representative also the most 
influential sib ancestor who participated life from his heaven- 
sphere, the district chief's position rested supernatural 
well worldly sanctions. 

Because this high status there were many acts re- 
spect, and avoidance shown him the rest the 
population. himself was cut off from many activities because 
they were below his dignity. 

There were elaborate restrictions placed upon the sib 
kinsmen the district chief expression their respect. 
They could only approach him bowing deeply, and even then had 
stay some distance from him. They could not laugh, joke 
make noise his but, said, had sit quietly, 
for they could only speak him answer his ad- 
dress. special house was built near the lagoon for the dis- 
trict chief minimize the inconveniences restrictions. 
Lukunor canoe had lower its sail just inside the chan- 
nel and paddle the rest the way the island sign 
respect the district chief. 

was forbidden for his sib members higher than the 
makai Special platform was built for him the main Men's 
House Lafeta. Because this tabu Sor people could not gath- 
the coconuts and breadfruits around his house. 

The district chief did not participate subsistence 
ivities, but, our informants say, spent his time his house 
the plot one his wives the Lafeta men's house. 


vas assisted his sister's husbands his sons who were called 


j 
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the “legs the because they carried 
out his orders. 

his command these assistants supervised the annual har- 
vest and the gathering and distribution first The 
district chief could not this himself for was beneath his 
dignity. They supervised the placing tabus over sib 
sions, and directed the communal medical ceremonies, dancing end 
other ceremonial activities initiated the district chief. 

The district chief had the power stop warfare and was 
known official peace. combination with war leaders, 
itang, possessor itang knowledge himself, the district 
chief also led war parties. 

Although the authority the district chief extended 
over the entire district, his positive authority could exer- 
cized only within his own sib. Outside this his power rested 
upon his prestige and the ceremonial and customary privileges 
his status. The activities other sibs were under the direc- 
tion their samol fél, and they directed their property 
transactions and subsistence activities their lineages. 


Decline the district chief: The last district chief 


Relong died shortly after the arrival the first Protestant 
missionaries 1873. Under the influence the missionaries 
this position lapsed. other islands the office district 
Chief persisted however, and was not until the early 1920's 
that the last one, Etal, died and was not replaced. 

The felt that the district chief was bul- 
wark pagan belief, and political luxury supported unneces- 


Sarily the people. Lukunor, the absence the district 


y 


chief, there was competition between the main Sor lines Relong 
and the whole, informants tell four five 
men various lineages who struggled for dominant positions 
during this time. was during this thirty years, from the 
coming the missionaries the German administration 1899, 
that the samol organization the non-Sor lineages and 
the collateral lineages the Sor (sib) transformed into the 


lineage organizations know them today, headed the lap 


and/or samol pei. 
ISLAND CHIEFTANSHIP 


Origin: The institution island chief, fanu, was ini- 
tiated 1899 when the German government assumed control this 
region. reasons not specifically brought light, and after 
the short reign Sor chief from Rewou district, Henry, one 

the lineage chiefs collateral Relong Sor line, was ap- 
pointed the Germans the office island chief Lukunor. 
The basis for this office the native lineage and the pre- 
viously functioning district organization, but the role island 
Chief was extension political centralization far beyond 
anything achieved the natives themselves. 

Chieftanships within the native structure are called chiefs 
food, samol mon they are the recipients the 
customary first fruits. The authority these chiefs stemmed 
from native social life and descent; their behavior and prestige 
came out the internal situation the district island it- 
Self. chiefs, however, and other functionaries which have 


been Set its accompaniment, not receive first fruits 


follow the traditional laws descent and custom. This dis- 
tinguished native mind terming such officers office 
chiefs, offis. These two roles, “chief food" and 
“chief the office," may assumed one man, although this 
not always the but they are different and authority, 
not must come from one the other. 
History: Although there was sporadic trading activity during 
Spanish times, was only German (1899-1914) and Japanese 
(1915-1945) times that organized program for the economic 
and social development these peoples was The 
Germans began and enforced the privies over the lagoon, 
the clearing the village area underbrush and refuse, the 
destruction the wild apple and hibiscus trees order 
plant coconut trees increase the copra output the area. 
agent this process development, they the island 
Chief. jail, calaboose called here, was built and 
each island chief was authorized administer island rule and 
hold trials and sentence offenders for calaboose terms 
three months German times and one month Japanese times. 
the present time only the chiefs Lukunor and Oneop 
come from traditional chiefly families. Lukunor Henry lived 
and ruled island chief until the beginning Japanese rule 
1921. His step-son, strong non-Sor lineage, succeeded 
him for four years. Since then there have been three island 
Chiefs Lukunor, each from one the Relong Sor lineages, with 
Ring, son Sor Wenipenapen adopted the Sor people 


Lafeta and who then married into the sofa lineage Relong, now 


holding the position island chief. 


Indirect rule: Island chiefs are appointed the previous chief 
and then the island population. The Japanese ini- 
tiated island-wide elections, although only American 
times that there has been female The tendency 
prefer man from one the traditionally higher lineages but 
this choice modified the extent that someone wanted who 
will most suitable the colonial administration, has had 
special training which the position island chief might 
under Japanese times, men who could speak Japanese 
were chosen even though they come from traditional lin- 
men who had worked with the missionaries that they 
could write and figure were also many cases, 
fore, island chiefs were chosen outside the dominant lineages 
because the previous chief and the people the island felt that 
this man was particularly qualified lead tne island the top, 
raise its prestige beyond that other islands. 

representative the colonial administration the 
island chief sought guide his people along lines that brought 
the approval this administration. order provide more 
time for the making handicrafts and the production 
the island chiefs, times and varying degrees, prohibited 
the native dancing. encouraged the adoption the Christian 
religion practice well name and therefore opposed 
beliefs and ceremonials his people. 

this situation became more and more the function 
the island chief lead and direct the people ways which he, 
and they, thought would acceptable the European and, the 


Same time, for their own advantage. Island chiefs have also 


used their position for personal benefit. jobs, appoint- 
ments government schools, the direction the labor power 
the island, all these by-products foreign rule, were used 
each island chief. from this alignment, certain ex- 
tent, the island chief with the colonial administration, that 
the native population recognize that the office island chief 

dependent outside support for its functioning. 

Officials: German and Japanese rule the island chief 

was assisted island Secretary. the present time there 
are, addition the island chief, assistant chief, secre- 
tary policeman and, the head the public school, the island 

German times Chief Henry divided the island into three 
units facilitate island communal labor. the head these 
units placed chiefs, samol, who were first called "work 
chiefs angang, merely time these units 
have into three district system replacing the pre- 
contact two district organization. 

the present time the district organization 
patterned after the island organization, with each district 
chief, assistant chief and policemen. 
These officials assist the island chief the enforcement 
law and and, their former name implies, supervise group 
labor. Like the island chief, these officials are drawn from prom- 
inent lineages and are given extra duties. 

recent development, which was brought about the ad- 
vice the Civil Administration, has been the entrance 


trict chiefs into the judicial procedure the island courts. 


According the rule, not always observed, district chiefs are 
present all trials and assist the chief arriving de- 
termination guilt and verdict. practice Lukunor, how- 
ever, the district chiefs merely reaffirm the decision the 
island chief and function primarily additional lecturers 
guilty party. 

This district organization.is, certain extent, the 
familiar acculturation process which the kinship relations 
deteriorate and are replaced territorial groupings. Commun- 
labor, for example, organized district rather than 
sib, baseball teams may organized alternately the basis 
district sib, and food for large groups visitors the 
island obtained from the district organization, each one con- 
tributing meal succession. 

Law and order: Perhaps the most important function the island 
chief his role island judge. The first trials the Nomoi 
region were held Chief Henry German times, and this respon- 
sibility island rule has been vested the island chief ever 
Since that time. 

These courts are held tut are convened the 
island Chief whenever learns malfeasance. The wrong-doers 
are the island building where the chief places the 


charges before them. part their defense further ciar- 


ify the other people involved are called the trial 


the chief their names come the discussion. 


full discussion the conflict and determination guilt the 


island chief with the aid the district chief levies punish- 


ment. The trials are carried under regulations laid down 
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the Civil Administration which receives written report each 
trial from the island chief. 

The word for crime the the word meaning 
tipis, and indicates the type legal code enforced the chief 
island judicial procedure. based Christian morality, 
and this sense Lukunor might called indirect theocracy. 
This application rigid moral and religious code places all 
responsibility and authority the island chief. only 
who calls: people trial, or, sometimes the may 
overlook the activities certain people and not call them 
court. This may often the case since the chief uses his judi- 
cial authority protect his own people, his sib and himself. 

There is, our law, certain difference and flexibility 
between legal action defining criminal acts with automatic pun- 
ishment thereof, and civil law which legal action depends 
the complaint one the individuals involved. This 
tion does not exist Nomoi, that, theory, every wrong- 
doing should always punished. Conflicts over land, money and 
other property are Settled the chief. Flagrant lying rumor 
mongering considered crime since may lead fighting. 
Adultery, wife beating and even separation between husband and 
wife are sufficient cause initiate trial. 

part this judicial procedure, another island build- 
ing the jail, here called Calaboose, This too was 
first started German times under Chief.Henry. People jail, 
the calaboose, must there, where they are locked 
night behind barred doors. During the day calaboose offenders 


are kept working public tasks, like weeding the island base- 


ball fields, repairing bridges along the paths the taro fields 
building the rock wall around the island. With the con- 
scious aim physical punishment these people are kept out under 
the sun during the entire day. The policemen watch see that 
they work continually, and such offenders are not permitted 
idle away time talking with passers-by. 

the calaboose shamed before the entire 
community The prisoner works out the open before everyone 
someone who has done wrong, who has, sense, Sinned. Because 
information regarding the reason for incarceration, and the pro- 
ceedings the trial circulate only through gossip and rumor, 
considerable approbrium may attach those "serving time" but 
not carried over, only for the reason that most people have 
been the calaboose one time another. However, 
with great pride that some few people can say that they have never 
been jail, that they are not part the “people the 
chon 

Relations with colonial The irregular visits 
the Navy station Ship the Mortlock Islands occur rule 
about every 4-8 weeks. the intermediary between Civil Admin- 
istration and the bulk the native population, the island chief 


greets the arrival the Naval personnel when they come the 


island, and acts their host during their stay. proper 


for the chief's canoe reach the station ship first, and 
considered impolite someone else usurps this privilege. After 
the first informal greetings are made, the regular meeting be- 


tween island officials and the the Civil Ad- 


ministration takes place the island office building ata 


table spread out under convenient and centrally located bread- 
fruit tree. 

this meeting the chief makes his reports population 
figures, copra production, civil infractions and jail sentences. 
Other problems such checking the various trade items and 
straightening out any confusions the per- 
between ships also brought up. The Civil Administra- 
tion official, through his interpreter and assistant, then gives 
the chief the mimeographed copies any new regulations issued 
from the office Truk and explains them the chief. This 
covers price lists for the chief enforce, licensing regula- 
tions, judicial procedure, policy recommendations and the set- 
tling any individual problems that have come up. 

These meetings between the chief, assistant chief, secre- 
tary and island poticeman and the American officer are usually 
Semi-private. Men and boys gather outside the building and 
watch, but for the most part only the island officials get full 
understanding the intentions and regulations the Civil Ad- 
ministration. then becomes his job transmit them the 
people the island, explain the orders them and See that they 
are understood and carried out. 

While these official activities are going on, the rest 
the men are busy transporting the stores copra the station 
ship and bringing the stock trade goods and supplies onto the 
island. During the afternoon baseball game between the natives 
and the ship's crew may played. the evening, the ship 
anchoring overnight, the officers may invited ashore 


feast native food where the people will then 


sing some their island songs. 
Island meetings: The mechanism for transmitting official regula- 
tions the people and organizing activities the island 
After the station ship has gone and the island left 
itself again, the chief will call all the people together the 
island office building. the day after the ship has left there 
usually short meeting after the morning church service, but 
the first Sunday longer and more intensive meeting held. 
Here the chief tells the people any new laws changes old 
ones that has been ordered enforce. 

also tells them what the Civil Administration officer 
thought the condition the island, its Cleanliness, birth 
and death rates, etc. Combined with and really one with this 
his preaching and sermonizing the people about the faults 
good points the island, how improve the situation and what 
the consequences are disobedience disregard concerning 
problems. 

Island meetings are held thereafter for organizing com- 
munal work, the production trade articles and day day acti- 
vities. While less important than the meeting immediately after 
the visit Civil Administration officials, these meetings are 
regular part the chiefs organizational procedure. 

Social position: the leader prominent lineage and 
government official, the island chief the highest social figure 
native society. authority and power extend throughout all 
aspects the socisty. 

Because his stature the chief usually heads the council 


elders the church and their spokeSman religious meet- 
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ings which are held every week. these meetings the influence 
the chief extends child training, marital relations, indi- 
vidual characteristics like laziness, covetousness, jealousy and 
anger, and basic social attitudes. the only higher offi- 
the island, the chief organizes most recreation such 
baseball, feasts and singing contests. the order the 


chief that the traditional presentation first fruits are car- 


ried out. 


School: The Japanese eStablished one school Nomoi the early 


twenties satisfy the persistent demands the native popula- 
tion. Children between the ages 8-14 and both sexes at- 
tended this school which was built Oneop Island. The school 
building the one now used for island office. Students were 
picked the JapaneSe with the advice native chiefs, and sent 
Oneop where they stayed with sib relatives. 

The school was headed JapaneSe teacher, who placed 
greatest emphasis speaking, writing and reading Japanese. The 
highest graduates were sent Truk for further training the 
high school there. Some Nomoi young men attended other schools 
the Caroline Islands where were given carpentry 
and allied skills. 

Missionary schools were eStablished Lukunor both 
the Protestants and Catholics. Padre Espinal conducted espe- 
cially elaborate school, giving both morning and afternoon 
sions which the basic subjects plus catechism were taught. 
The Protestant curriculum was similar, although not regularly 


organized and many cases supervised native pastors. 


the present time, due the disruption caused the 


war, only tentative Sunday schools have been set the two 
religious bodies. Under the direction the however, 
public school has been set every island. This school, the 
first one available all children, headed trained native 
teachers who according their ability, attempt give the 
same basic learning with the emphasis now English rather than 
Japanese. The more advanced school Truk also open Nomoi 

The school years, from about 16, represent the span 
between infancy and adulthood with its corresponding responsibil- 
ities marriage and island labor. While school the children 


are exempted from full scale participation subsistence activi- 


ties, and only unskilled tasks their spare hours. School 
and the opportunity study and speak English eagerly sought 
all children and young men, since this represents the step- 


ping Stone wider economic opportunities. 


LAND TENURE 


Categories Land: The area land, lagoon, Swamp and sea 


front which comprise the physical environment Lukunor has 
been divided into the following distinct types 


Pei, plots together forming the village area, which are 
the seats the various matrilineal and matrilocal lineages; 


each named. 


Fanou, named plots, owned members these lineages 
the bush forested area. The soil this area pwil 
distinguished fron the pwul Leiapwul. 


Leiapwul, the taro swamp, similarly controlled. 


Un-named, individual trees whose ownership may dis- 
tinct from that the land which they grow. 


Set, property below sea level: 


Maat, the reef area immediately bounding the land 
between islands exposed low tide. 


mean low tide. formerly the local 
chiefs. 


Mai, the sites for stone fish weirs, located Maat 
Lolo. Controlled lineage heads. 


Wa, all areas the lagoon suitable for setting fish 
traps usually around particular reef areas, coral heads 
outcrop reefs, depths from fathoms. Control sim- 
ilar (a), ana (c). 


Setilap, that part the lagoon area from the borders 
set the beginning the foot 
level, bounded line from the north end the island 
the end the Southern village the bend the shape 
the island. This has always been common land. 


Fanuan fanu, lands held under the authority the island 
government, usufruct which has been bought from lineages with 
tax monies; e.g., the baseball field, the site the island 
munity house, calaboose, docks, and the main paths. 


"Pei", recognized distinct from (a) (b) 
land made building walls the set area the lagoon and 
filling this in. has only existed since the breakdown 
the local chiefs control the set area. Control (a), (b). 


entire island known fana, i.e., land the gen- 
eral distinct from the Set, salt water. 


Land Tenure and Social Organization: This land owned and in- 
herited through the female line members the constituent 
matrilineal subdivisions the various exogamous sibs the 
area. have representative lineages most the islands. 
Process Fission and Settlement: Historically, the sib breaks 
down follows: original group comes barren island and 
being its first settlers have therefore eminent domain over the 
territory. 

other sibs come the island, two processes occur, 
one involving division the original groups land, and the 
other, fission this same group. 

The first migrant women other sibs are married and 
given land, this establishes new sib its own pei. Each 
has men's house (fel) and women's house for which there was 
general term. The new sib traces its origin this first 

Incoming men marry and settle matrilocally with their 
wife subdivision the original lands (mongolap) the 
sib. this group grows numbers may acquire its own 
oven (um) identified with the particular women who had split off 


from the group. are daughters the first woman, e.g. 


Luku, i.e., they are classificatory actual daughters the 


female head the women's 


Through the process marital exchange, very probably 


involving lineages other islands, this growing group acquires 


plots land which are associated with the plot where 
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oven is, this being kinikin (cut) from the lands held 
eminent domain the sib. 

These early divisions the lineage part- 
icular part the pei lands are what become the sub-sibs, 
which may may not have its own fel and house, but gen- 
erally were subordinate this respect the parent body the 
sib although autonomous all other activities. The sub-sib, 
Similarly dividing, becomes the mwala matrilineage part 
the pei the sub-sib with its own cookhouse but not per- 
haps, its own oven, being subordinate the oldest lineage, the 
pei. Each was potentially sub-sib, sib, and when the 
elder one died out. matrilineages are themselves composed 
the immediate contemporary group recognizing 
living, but recently dead woman their mother, whose members 
work the various named plot divisions the land. 

For ceremonial purposes these lineage headmen are subor- 
dinate the pei chiefs who the eldest male representative 
the original line settling particular pei, from which the 
are derived. turn are subordinate the samol 


and fel, chief the sib's fel, house). This man for 


such purposes being sort presiding officer, priest and 
chairman the heads the different lineages within sib 
island. The chief the sib who arrived first had the Same 


sort dominion over all sibs the island. 


‘ 


*The word means, that particular womb," the same 
way that Nomoi means “my lagoon" but something shared with 
others. 


There may thus two more matrilineage 
(mwala) two more theSe pei, and one pei 
within sib, each with their associated areas bush, swamp 
and Sea land, controlled lineage members, the three 
into which the islands territory divided. 

Every matrilineage has access to, shares the 
usufruct all the types property above, but varying 
degrees depending on: its relation the dominant sibs; the 
number women who must transmit the line and bring property 
through marriage, and the number men capable upholding its 
rights relation any other. 

Theory Tenure: 
Excluding for the time being lands that are restricted 
the uSe individuals within lineage, 

native system tenure may divided into two main 
headings: mongolap, the lands sib; fanuan ash pwi 
pwi, the lands held members sibs constituent matri- 
lineages. These will discussed turn. 

Sib Property: The word mongolap means “big food" less liter- 
ally the root lineage subsistence. land that has come 
down inviolate the maternal line sib and which all mem- 
bers who can trace either direct collateral descent from its 
female progenitor own and work common. Its importance not 
diminished today the fact that only small proportion 
land continues held this category. 

The first lineage sib island said 
hold the entire territory their mongolap. Members this 


original lineage later either married women immigrant sibs, 


prought them from other islands formed unions; 
the women might might not live patrilocally first, but 
any caSe soon they had offspring, received the out- 
right grant times when there was pressure 
population this grant could large, running from lagoon 
sea front and including all the types land given above 
with the exception the reef area, most which was retained 
the Sor sib for reasons that will become apparent. 

soon this woman located this land new lineage 
and sib were said have been planted (fotogato) the islend, 
Land which originated these patrilineal gifts and continued 
inherited the maternal line was also the mongolap 
that particular lineage. The donor was known its 
i.e., Samol, and his wife, its first woman, “our mother" 

The descendant line (tetellen) from this first woman were 


one flesh (fituk) and one blood, (cha) with her, and with 


the soil from which their was made. And the soil came 


from their this relationship, all 
children born its women owed periodic gifts 
first fruits the parent lineage and its descendants, 


being the the donor lineage, this 


*Note: That is, the son calls all males and females the 
father's lineage and and all members that 
lineage call him "child". 


The situation the Same that Murdock and 
Goodenough for Truk, except that the relationship not always 
pology, Vol. no. pages 


case children the outmarrying Sor males. 

Newly established lineages sib would later pass out 
land and similarly become the still another. Beyond 
two three removes from the original the amount received might 
small that could not realistically called “big 
nevertheless, for long possible was kept within the 
maternal line, for functioned identify “mother" with the 
land, and give proof the origin and existence the lineage 
the island. the same reason was pre-eminently 
sary that the first settlers retain some portion the island 
within their line. 

that the principal holdings this category lands are 
found. consists the pei Lafeta, remnant the ancient 
seat the lst Sor lineage), the bush land Apinuo, (compris- 
ing the Southeastern tip the island) the reef area Wonung, 
extending both sides Relong, and certain weirs and fish 
trapping areas. 

These reef areas, well the weirs, were peculiarly 
Significant reflecting the guardianship (namaniei) the sib 
over the area, terms its relation the fish caught there. 
That is, had totemistic identification with the fish.* 
Sapun, the second sib established 


Lukunor, has the the reef area extending from 


*Something has been said the the Mortlocks 
Chapter and the fact that were unable obtain more than 
general conception its former importance; other than be- 
ing emblematic its right the area. 
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Kurum and formerly the island Piafe: The third 
sib, Sofa, has the reef around Sapanosh, and the island itself. 
Such land was thus sacred the group, was Apinuo es- 
pecially, where Luku the first Sor woman drifted ashore, and 
where the Relong chiefs were buried, until the advent Chris- 
tianity. Its importance shown further the relationship 
the supernatural that was validated payments first fruits 


Sor not only the “father" all other sibs, but also their 


mother. 


Land Tenure and the Supernatural: the mythology there 


evident powerful urge revive Luku directly from heaven, 


rather than from Truk, and within the system one can See why 
this must so. 

was Luku that the gods gave the reef that bears 
her name, and the Makal, local chief, receiving first fruits 
from other sibs, did only render them lang 
(Lit. middle-my-heaven) through the mediation long series 
chiefs inhabiting various regions (or pei) starting with the 
immediate ancestors his own lineage. Similarly the heads 
various other sibs, besides the portion due Sor, offered 
their own clan ancestors, did their component matrilineages. 

The various heavens each these sibs are found 
directly over their mongolap. That Sor covers all 
Apinuo down the line marking the beginning the Setilap, 
commons area the lagoon, and extends over the lagoon half 


way the island Lepoker where begins the heaven and the 


hegemony the Sofa sib which has Lepoker its mongolap. The 
Same follows for each matrilineage they have been estab- 


| 


lished long enough have important ancestors these will 
the heavens above their "big maintaining the sanctions 
supporting limiting the role the lineage chief his dis- 
position its lands. 

sum up: The eminent domain island's first 
tlers based the concept mongolap this relates the 
supernatural, and all other sibs hold from this first one act- 
uality theory. The right usufruct given being inex- 
tinguishable long contact with the supernatural was proper- 
maintained through the medium the pre-eminent sib. This 
has meant that wars were occasion attempts exterminate the 
principal island; but because interisland marriages, 
this only led further and, fact, endless possibilities for 


conflict. 


Lands (fanuan Company) Principle: 


Lands sib are often referred this phrase, 
anything that two more people may sharing; however, 


also the only term generally expressive the bonds formed 


relation land and other property the relationship. 


For instance, the Lagos became the joint property 
the two sibs Sofa and Saumoch, when strong man the Saumoch 
took the entire pei after half had been given mari- 
tal exchange, and moved it, thus setting himself sort 
patrilocal marriage, established his sister part 
the pei and his wife the other. This gave two lineages 
two sibs the Same pei. both these lineages subse- 
Quently intermarried with lineages third sib that Sor, and 


both gave out their part the pei intermarriage, yet both 
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later received the pei back from Sor through subsequent cross 
marriage. Harvest tributes were then paid jointly the 
two lineages the head the Sor; both had become its ofokur 
and not intermarry long the marital bonds with the third 
are maintained cross cousin marriages each generation. 

They thus have the "company land". Yet lineages 

united will found share other than the living site it- 
self. For example, the senior lineage, Sofa, the two men- 
tioned above, controls reef area (Lepoker) its big food, 

but the other lineage Saumoch controls the magic requisite for 
calling the migratory fish mamasuk the weirs upon this reef. 
However, this lineage received its magical knowledge through 
intermarriages with the sib mentioned standing the "father" 
relation these two, Sor. The Sor sib turn received 
the magic from the Sofa sib, who originally controlled both the 
reef and the magic. The two, Sofa and Saumoch, are the core 
the company for mamasuk, but this includes also Sor, now their 
"father" relation the pei Lagos with which the fishing 


reefs are intimately associated. And also includes lin- 


eage fourth sib, Sapun, and collateral lineages all four 


party the "Company" who have the course time re- 
ceived rights particular weir claims part its pro- 
duce. None the lineages menticned belonging this 
"Company" intermarry themselves but only with the four lin- 
eages Sor Relong district. this manner that 
various other sibs had come cluster around the preeminent 

somewhat the lands group about its mongolap (big 


food). 
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the above brief account seems trifle complicated, 
will further exemplified Chapter under 
and should said that the fish mamasuk under 
the guardianship the Sofa sib, and that this "totem" also 
that the Saumoch sib. 

has been mentioned the chapter social organiza- 
tion that both Share the heaven over Lagos and over Lepoker, but 
not that the two are ranked junior and senior, and that this 
exprsssed through the the fact that only Sofa could 
eat this fish raw, and again anticipate, raw food that 
one brings one's female relations, one's wife, while 
food, goes from the oven one's sister one's 
was Saumoch lineage that partook the first ceremonial 
bite cooked mamasuk after they had been brought back Luku- 
nor. 

Lineage Lands: has been said that through the lineage 
divisions sib that any one's relationship the land 
most directly expressed. only one lineage exits sib, 
the lands holds are necessarily its mongolap, but generally 
this could only true the early period settlement. 
Today most any lineages land held result gifts ex- 
Changed with others. Ideally, percent any group's hold- 
ings should the children the males their portion 
from their father (meren sangai semair), and percent remain 
with the maternal line. Actually there always was tug war 
between the two principles, and the relative amounts depended 


the the parties concerned. 
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All land that comes into the lineage from whatever source 
(apashfongen) under the jurisdiction the lineage headman. 

these lands pass down the maternal line they are spoken 
lands blood kin, (fanuan ash pwi pwi); but although 
worked under the general supervision the headman they are 

not communal property "big food" for each understood 
potentially restricted the usufruct particular indi- 
vidual, and paid first fruits the particular donor, 
idate his the land. First fruits “big were 
gathered jointly all, and first Sor and second 

the donor lineage, different from Sor. (Taxes followed 

the same 

There are, however, varying degrees such proprietor- 
the usufruct, depending the type and origin the 
particular land and the seniority the individual concerned 
within the lineage. 

general may said that mongolap the ideally 
stable core the original groups land, identified with its 
and "father", then the fanuan ash pwi pwi that makes 
thé bulk any lineage's property more less loosely 
adhering substance, changing its particular composition 
comes from its and goes out its 
Its more less sacred auality making the medium through 
which group's position might expressed, relative another, 


any one time. 


Mcchanisms Land Exchange: may pass from the lineage 
one Sib that another through inheritance and testaments, 
marital exchanges, indemnities and payment goods, services 
money. The native term descriptive each and brief 
count its meaning within the system will given after which 
the more important exchanges will discussed. 

that has come down "big food", holdings the blood kin, 
that, coming into the lineages any means whatsoever has passed 
down from older younger brothers, mother's brothers sis- 
ter's sons, and from mothers children. 

Fangela, (fang, gift, ela, out) 


donations land establishing new lineage, 
given above under sib lands; 


from the father" 


"throwing away the food the people" i.e., giving 
without safe guards for insuring return. 


Luininfang, (luinin, pay, fang gift) method insuring 
return. 


Indemnities: 


apelipel, fcr breaching avoidance relations; 


panetop, an. obligatory thanks offering 
schaup, for more serious offenses, wife stealing 
mashan, for more serious offenses, e.g., incest 


For special services 


paunmor (caring for) return inland for services ren- 
dered the sick one's own group; 


tumunu (caring for) the land itself for another, unable 
so. 


Akasiiwilii, non delayed exchange between two individuals 


Luinkaimai, any exchange payment that arrears, 
(latterly mortgage). 


— 
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Purchase land: 


Luinin, i.e., buy land services rendered, 
land used pay for Services rendered, i-e., fora 
canoe, house, for payment for medicine non- 
relative. 


Kamo, buy land for money, formerly shell money 
and Since 1904 for marks, yen dollars. 


Members any matrilineage will ordinarily hold land 
derived from all most the above media exchange. However, 
usually only minor percentage will come from other than matri- 
lineal inheritance, patrilineal gifts result exchange; 
although the case instance Some women practicing native 
medicine the fees received land may form respectable part 


their personal holdings. 


Inheritance within the lineage; sib: 

Apinuo,. the bush land held jointly the four Sor lin- 
eages Relong district, taken the outstanding example 
the land held "company" within sib. 

Every member these four matrilineages said have 
equal rights the soil, pwil, but none can give any the soil 
away. Trees planted any individual within the company, were 
his, (or hers) and could not any way abrogated the head 
his particular lineage, the sib chief. Trees may 
given another member the company and these will remain with 
the recipient perpetuity, and may plant cuttings from these, 
after consulting the chief the land. 

Trees whether planted individual received 
gift may given someone outside the usually 
son, and may give the tree his wife and she may give 


her daughter son. 


q 
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case, however, this carry with any rights 
the land which the tree grows, nor may the recipient plant 
cuttings fruit from the trees. the tree died has 
right replacement. First fruits this case were paid 
the donor. 

nevertheless historical fact that lands from 
Apinuo have been given away other lineages and sibs. But 
such case, the rights use both trees and land were given 
outright, and the recipient owed first fruits the donor, 
discussed above. 

any line that had received land from Apinuo, from 
other "big food" died out, the land should theoretically "come 
back its beginning", i.e., return from the jurisdiction 
the chicf sib, but informant could remember 
caSe where this had occurred, except through marital exchange. 
Usually line dying out most their land will pass 
their for instance through the paunmor payment (6,a); 
and some, though scldom much percent will the 
kin another branch the sib; these, distant relations, are 
said catch the food (liap one catches fish, 
woman 

Jurisdiction the lands the blood kin passes the 
next oldest competent male the most direct line from the lin- 
eage controlled any individual male without 
the lineage goes first his younger brother, and second his 
Sisters' sons, and properly, per cent went outside the lineage 
his own children. woman customarily left the majority 


any personal holdings she might have her daughter, but would 


also leave lands her son. holdings were normally 
small pieces land that did not figure except incidently 


the exchanges discussed below. 


3). The and are best con- 
sidered conjunction. 

man his first marriage ordinarily went live 
the land (pei) his wife's lineage soon she had children, 
built ahouse there with the help her brothers. valida- 
tion the marriage and recognition the child, gave con- 
amount land the wife's lineage. Some this 
land was exchanged directly for other picces comparable worth, 
good fish trapping area for large plot taro swamp 
near the land. This was the luinenfang, but was invariably only 
part exchangs involving other plots; the man's lineage al- 
ways giving more than the women's returned, and the relative per- 
centages varying with the type and the parties in- 

Preferably any marriage included some the pei mongolap 
properly validate the contract between two groups relation 
the oven (um) identified with the lineage "mother"; and the 


male ancestors each group. this way satisfying the spirit 


was abclishcd. (It said have been 
done voluntarily was many generations before, but 
both the Catholic Father and the were known have 
favor the Since still "working" within the 
Culture and fully today Oneop, Moch and Kutu, 
will discussed contemporary here and qualified the next 
Section, under Land Tenure and Acculturation. 


the agreement which all sibs were assumed hold their 
lands grant from the eminent domain Sor. 

The concern the people that any land given out may 
utterly lost them, spite the assurance provided 
the exchange, expressed the three words tokasan, lukoiyan, 
which all have the meaning “win the source" 
"come back the that the lineage involved will 
not "lose." The manner which these are used Signifying 
that the involved are thought containing their 
person, are identified with, the land 

Such exchanges were only made with the full consent 
the group and the approval its marriages that 
would concern large amount land, between children women 
with seniority their groups were, and are, often arranged 
long advance usually soon the principals involved have 
Survived the first few dangerous ycars life. 

The most marriage was that cross cousins. 
For instance, the the sor Lafeta gave 
the Sor Pei Fesai his son Sapun woman. order that 
this land not far away (faila kukula) and that not ac- 
cused “throwing away the food his arranged 
marriage his son with his sister's daughter, Sorlina. the 
SubSequent exchange the half that had been used val- 
idate the first marriage came back. The present head the Fesai 
line, however, said this land through his sister, 
Sorlina (iparien mongaici). 

Another example the cross cousin marriage may given 


two made, respectively, and years ago, from 


the Sor lineage Wenipimapen Saumoch woman the pei 
Shorong, and return. The first was made separate pieces 

land, bush land, taro swamp and cut (kinikin) from 

the pei mongolap Wenipinapen. Return (luinfang)was made only 

for one the bush and one the taro plots, and again none for 

the pei. This was itself cross cousin marriage. the next 

generation pieces both types passed back and the entire 

piece pei given. 

between these two marriages, another was contracted 

Saumoch woman with the division the Sor sib Apinam 

the Rewow district the island, and brought in, bush, 

swamp land and one and return was made three 


these. 


notable because this case which was not cross 
cousin marriage, return was made for the plot pei land given, 
whereas cross marriages this not held necessary. 
Thus lands given Luinefang back well equivalent 
for those given fangela. These might not exactly the same 
lands but equal value. The luinefang itself then functions 
surety, sort promissory note, for the return the larger 
amounts gift fangela. When this second exchange has taken 
place the first fruits the donor were longer paid and the 
obligation considered cancelled, although since the ideal 
marry continuously between two particular lineages might 
perpetuated. may added that could not paid off 
for two more generations and whether not this was due 
factors out the control the participants, the lands, 


due them, were considered being luinkaimai, 


arrears. 


First fruits were paid the donor lineage, but never- 
theless land held "arrears" was subject recall the 
donor lineage. This potential claim vast possibili- 
ties for conflict, for the donor lineage might not wish make 
good take advantage this claim for more than one genera- 
tion, and this time the land might mixed further 
exchanges even split between two more other lineages. 


situation where one party needed female partner 


"win" back the land and thus keep the exchange balanced but 
had daughters collaterals for adoption; 
man the original donor lineage might married the 
younger sister daughter the recipient, “keep watch 
over the land." 

Cross cousin with the object keeping property 
within the jurisdiction the near relationship group are not 
uncommon. Here, however, case which various factors but 
principally, one must believe, the former) scarcity land led 
the people break through their kinship system shared 
all particulars with that Truk and marry their classifi- 
catory mothers. The difficulty was recognized informants and 
justified because the necessity keeping the land from go- 
ing far away. they said, “is not the same, for there 


they have plenty land." 


Indemnities: 


father walked the near vicinity seated 
daughter, ctherwise transgressed avoidance tabus, 


paid apelipel. 


father, subjected his son danger 
was required the wife's lineage pay pauetop. 
Also, was gift made the sense thanks 
offering, after his son had returned from dangerous 
voyage, e.g. Truk, that might remember his 
father. 


Both these furnished occasions pretexts for passing 
land out one's lineage one's own children, for which re- 
turn was expected, nor even, first fruits, except the second 
pauctop. However, they wcre both gcal for subsequent 

marital exchanges. Neither the present Christian 


society except base for old conflicts. They fade out 
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the geneologies after the typhoon, i.e. about 1910. 


Schaup, was paid for quarrels 
from wife stealing, being for the suicide 
mate, which was usually unreouited 
love; Shame reSulting from the husband, wife 
not bringing preparing food properly; for the 
minor degree incest with daughter. 


Records schaup are encountered the present day, 
and make some around 5-15 per cent the smaller 
pieces land held lineage. (In Japanese times some in- 
demnities came paid with yen and the island 
flat fine dollars for adultery was being considered). 

The payment for incest with sister sister 

best friend, known mashan pwe (covering 
the offense fornication) involved very large 
amounts land. Records these are for the 
far distant, and almost mythological past, but 
least thrce caSeS were authenticated. 

Lands for spocial services: 

Paunmor, gift payment for having been taken care 

during illness, usually made son 
daughter, sibling. This still means 
passing land one's own children favorites 
the lineage, outside the more regular inheri- 
exchange pattern. The donor eats from the 
land until his death. 

through paunmor that land most often conveyed 


actual classificatory father, who the last line, 


using this medium insure relatively undisputed title 
their land. pointed out above, will, wise, give rough- 


half the land his kin other lines, any such exits. 


our stay the island there were two cases 
blood father end daughtcr incest and third Etal, all 
considerable duration, and two cases incest between 
sib members. 


Tumunu: similar paunmor, means literally 
"caring but this case refers rather than 
person. Most frequently given man, woman too 
old and enfeebled take care the land, the recipient 
generally only takes possession after the donor's death 
(and may, consequence have fight with the matrilineal 
heirs). The recipient usually son, who utili- 
the land and contributes food from the donor until 
his death. thus similar land class (2) under 
fangela except that passes out the donor's line after 
his death, having been paid for with services. 


However, the matrilineal heirs were still felt have 
claim the land had not been paid for with exchange. 
instance one caSe record where man the Relong district 
received from friend Rewow fish trapping area that could 
not used the donor owing hostile relations between his 
group and one Oneop island. The son the recipient some 
years later gave half the area the maternal heirs the 
original donor. 

simple exchange between two individuals 
the same different mwalas individually controlled 
Pieces land, single trees, and most often made mere- 
for purposes convenience. Exchanges this sort have be- 
come freauent since the breakdown shame and avoid- 
ance relationship between the districts the island. 

Purchase land: 

luinin, (payment) referred the older society 
land that had been purchased with shell money 
with goods with services, such building 
canoe house. Medical services other than 
Siblings kindred are often paid for with land. 
However, theSe are usually only small plots taro 
land the middle the swamp. 

kamo, usually restricted property pur- 
Chased with foreign exchange, marks, yen 
dollars. The first instance was that English 


company that 1887 bought the western half 
Sapanosh island, ownership has subsequently passed 
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the Germans, and now the American 
Government. 

The lands now which the field, and village 
meeting house are situated have also been purchased, the 
latter case with tax monies. are the only areas alien- 
ated from the control the lineage, and, 

any these areas later becomes available for 
the original lineage has primary right buy back the land. 

The first usc money buy land native was 
1904. Today recognized means acquiring land, and 
was increasing under the noted the next section. 
the land records taken, accounts for about the same per- 
centage the average lineage holding land does the schaup 
indemnity payment, 5-15 per cent. 

Japanese times the price for taro land was stabilized 
per chupo, square fathom; for coconut 
trees, and for breadfruit. Payment for bush land depended 
the number trees contained. beginning the 
American administration prices were directly translated 
into dollars; for coconut tree, $10 per mei. price 
have been Set for taro land. 

Neither price scales allowed for differing land 
values except reflected the number trees ona plot 
that this sense land bartered between lineages indi- 
viduals, has always been. 

Luinkaimai, has been mentioned above its meaning 
deferred payment marital exchange. During Japanese time 


also came mean something mortgage the land. 


This resulted when those unable pay taxes borrowed money from 
others, and put their land security. This might also 

considered Selling land for taxes, but included here 

for the reason that the Selier was often allowed buy back 

when able discharge the debt. Another means losing the 

usufruct was through debts accumulated with the native agent 

for Japanese trader. 

Mortgaging land could fit into the native system but 
far not important and does not likely become so; 
because the traditional animus against such debts and 
the present policy the government trading company which has 
discouraged credit transactions. 

this list terms for various exchanges may ap- 
pended, one for special category land Fanuan urur: 

Urur means wander about, and refers land that for one reason 
another has become detached from the identification with any 
particular lineage and therefore more likely used 


payment debts, indemnities for services. 
CONFLICTS TENURE 


Land used validate marriages, pay indemnities 
and, some degree, medium exchange; the food pro- 
duces must used keep with obligations own lin- 


eage and that one’s children. Prestige depends 


fully satisfying these obligations, being assured that one 
will continue able so; and, that one else will 
make any sort gain the expense own right land 


Within this situation not surprising that conflicts 
over land were endemic their pre-contact period and that the 
titles all land were potentially, not, actually ques- 
tion. This includes all classes except the few remaining por- 
tions land such that retained Sor their “big food." 

Fighting between islands was gradually inhibited the 
influence the missions, and the German administration stopped 
the intra-island quarrels deporting participants for stretch 
hard labor Ponape. The Germans also set the kapung 
(island meeting, trial) the arbiter all civil (and 
minor criminal) cases. Today are divided almost equally 
between trials for actual, offenses 
volving sex; and discussions who has the primary right 
particular plot land tree. 

Formal land trials took about one afternoon week. 
The “office who presides takes notes, but all testimony 
oral, with written aids maps. One the first things 
the Germans did was order plot survey all holdings. But 
this was done the chief and his secretary was not trust- 
others. The Japanese themselves made land held 
lineages and families. Copies are said have been lost 
during the war, and formerly the word the eldest man 
woman concerned taken that the expert, and the ulti- 
mate appeal the past. 

very few men and women have commenced keep records 
their holding, but the majority prefer not to. This extends 
most caSes death teStaments which may now written out 


but are destroyed soon they have been memorized. 
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One reason for this deep-seated preference for the 
older method making one's will the land. When man 


near death, but not until then, calls the person who 


succeed him head the lineage and together they over all 
the boundary lines the land and lagoon area held the 
lineage; the elder showing every turn, twist, tree and stone 
marking the divisions their land and telling detail why 
and how each plot came into the lineage exchange, gift, 


indemnity purchase money; well how the land may 


best worked, and (formerly) the magic insure its produc- 
tivity. When the point death will call his successor 


and the the other members the group, and 


his children, indicate who should receive the usufruct spe- 


cific plots, but the general direction these wishes leaves 


the headman. 


The the lineage are therefore dependent 
Some extent the goodwill and the memory one man who 
thus assured having, some extent least, the last word. 
"And,“ said our informants, not know this about our lands 
the chief would helpless fight, today 


trial almost inevitable the tug war disputes between 


children and siblings after man has made his will and died. 

The JapaneSe exerted Some pressure towards the adoption 
patrilineal inheritance and this reinforced the older habit; 
with the police. 

Also the Japanese the time they made their land survey 


Somewhat careless whom they set down the represen- 


= 


tative the eldest line, and later other Japanese insisted that 
the paper followed; this course has further increased the 
reluctance the people setting down any false finalities. 
Over and above all this, having something black and white may 
produce certain rigidities, the delicate structuring 
discussion and the chance retrieve "win" back some plot 
disputed land. 

The following cases are Selected typical and illus- 
trating more fully the limitations and exceptions the exchange 
and the attitudes the land. With sib 
exogamy and bilateral inheritance land, disputes within lin- 
eage soon others, but Separation made for the sake 


convenience. 


Extra lineage Conflict: 

has been Seen that all lands passing out from lineage 
holdings are theoretically compensated for either immediate 
future exchanges. But indemities, “nursing fees" (paunmor) 
etc. etc., were recognized mediums leakage that could upset 
the ideal balance. 

further difficulty arose, and was inevitable when 
powerful headman gave out land for purely personal reasons such 
loving his wife too much. matter how much land remains 
the lineage, its members will resent such gifts, will accuse 
him “throwing away the people's food" and persists may 
tell him live with his wife. This means that will 
completely dependent her lineage and that his younger brother 


may elected succeed him. was also subject 


q 
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natural one the several cases cited the offend- 
ing individual was stricken with paralysis came from show- 
ing his wife's brother the boundaries the land had assigned 
them. His son became and died young. The lands then 
passed the maternal line the son the younger sister 
the original recipient, and held them. was 
1947 and maintained that the lands were his personal property, 
not only had they come him the maternal line but 

had both cared for the land and nursed his elder brother and his 
father. 

The members the donor lineage were looking forward 
his death; hoping would make things easy and give them the 
land his testament, not they intended have trial. 

The present this property, however, did not much care 
for the members the plaintive lineage the absence 

any males run woman end intended will the land 
the line his dead wife happens that the pre- 


Sent island chief. The original donor lineage suspected this 


realized that they were likely lose, and muttered 
generalized accusations sorcery connection with the 
inal gift. When the come trial, they may receive 
the land from the chief, who rather resents having the 
decision passed him, but will also have the next line 

the recipient contend with. 

Another conflict situation was inherent the cross cousin 

marriage itself. Thus, when the father boy gave land into 
the lineage his wife, her brothers took the land under their 


jurisdiction, but was the father the girl who had the 


tual usufruct the land for long livea* and not until 
his death could his wife's brothers lay full claim it. 
the meantime the son may have grown and will wish use his 
from his father" for himself, but will told his 
brothers patient and wait until has attained 
seniority. 

may happen that the headman the group will take 
the land and give away above, leaving the boy without land 
validate his own marriage. person this situation 
spoken “helpless" for has none that which passes 
from father son, and conflict here soon also involves the 
father's who had sense only lent the land the 


lineage and were expecting back future exchange 


Intralineage conflicts: 

Twenty years ago man, Areki, gave breadfruit tree 
Relong his Son, Wantar; this boy's uncle, Fani, gave another 
breadfruit also Relong, Gertrude, the sister Areki, 
exchange. This clear cut and there would Seem 
difficulty. But Wantar had received much land from his father 
besides this tree, and happens that his elder Iseia 
his lineage had very little from his father. thus en- 
vious Wantar and being the position his lineage headman 
has continually denied Wantar the usufruct his lands from 


*The donor land also has share its produce, until 

the death, i.e., the rights first fruits given above 

and, the two fathers were spoken “brothers food" 
(pwi pwi and wisam). 


his father. finallymakes things uncomfortable that Wantar 
goes live with his father's sister, Gertrude, and wisheé 
take food her from the tree his father had given him. Tessi, 
the elder Wantar and his uncle Iseia then 
moved object, for she says Gertrude she get- 
ting food from both bresdfruit trees. 

This matter took week come head, and then kept 
large section the village most the night; the trial 
lasted five hours, during which the exchange history both 
trees was traced back those that had stood their place be- 
fore the typhoon, and was decided favor Wantar's elders. 
must not take breadfruit from the tree without the permission 
Tessi, the blood sister the uncle who had given 


the tree, and his lineage head, Iseia. 


plot taro swamp, part the “big food" lin- 
eage, had been allowed weed after the line the head- 
men migrated Ponape. Augustine, member collateral 
line Lukunor, reclaims the land and takes care it, (tumunu) 
but “volunteers" works the phosphate mines 
Angaur during the war. While there, Celistine, the repre- 
sentative the original line returns from Ponape and uses the 
land until the Japanese despoil it. After the war Augustine 
again reclaims the land, but has fight with Celistine over the 
division money paid for canoe they had built for the chief. 
Celistine then accuses Augustine trying take over land for 
himself that properly belongs the lineage; is, not 


bringing food from his sisters, but instead giving all 


his wife. And further suggests that the land question 
cut and divided between them and their children. Augustine now 
becomes angry for had been contributing focd from plot 
his sister's cook house, and the taro maturing the dis- 
puted plot all the result his work. trial scheduled, 
but does not show up, does not wish the matter 
settled too soon. 
Other occasions conflict, summary: 

Many the caseS were brought accusations 
moving boundary stones, the bush lends. These markers are 
small and may one informant said, easily disturbed some 
girl looking for land crabs. One individual man who had 
received little land from his father, was accused moving, 
just slightly, six boundary stones within two years, each one 
only few inches but enough include his lands two three 
extra coconut breadfruit tree. Asked why took 
fruit from others' property pointed the markers. There 
followed trial. Since this man strong personality and 
has powerful backing, would have very probably gotten 
with high percentage this chiseling the past. But today 
the trial, backed the authority the Territorial government, 
allows the rights individuals thoroughly thrashed out 
and settled, far could observe, with fair degree 
impartiality the chief. But only settled for the time being. 
Many times talking over land disputes, hear described 
with least the vividness contemporary event those 
fifty years ago and there little doubt that fighting over land 


would break out immediately were the institution the trial 


moved. 


ACCULTURATION AND LAND TENURE 


Introduction: 

The discussion the exchange system has shown that 
this theoretically unilateral society inheritance actually 
more nearly bilateral, and fact, anything, more patri- 
lineal than matrilineal. True,the lands considered sib pro- 
perty are ideally conserved the maternal line, but opposi- 
tion this the fact that every father must give per cent 
his land his children. This should returned through the 
exchange system, but the several alternatives, e.g., indemni- 
ties, thanks offerings and nursing payments insured constant 
leakage the past from the maternal line that one's chil- 


dren, Again, this was course another lineage, one 


might think that the demand for indemnity showed the competi- 
tion one line with another for the available supply land, 
and this was true; but other factors show definite trend the 
society towards the domination paternally derived rights. 

Before discussing these factors, necessary 
marize some the various foreign influences touched else- 
where. Christianity, Germans and Japanese. 

The Boston mission brought relative peace, and 1885 
had initiated the destruction the older sanctions 
enforcing the retention sib lands. Consecuent upon this there 
said have been almost immediate dimunition the amount 
first fruits rendered the local chief, especially the now 

valuable coconut. That is, was acceptable give first fruits 


validate the sacred position the chief religious 


er, but not when these became basis for dispropor- 
tionate amount trade articles. 

Another and corollary effect was decrease the strin- 
gent avoidance and shame relations between different districts, 
and this led increase the rate break-up sib lands 
intermarriage between districts became more common and was re- 
flected exchanges land between the parties concerned, Seen 
particularly the splitting holdings the lagoon area. 

The number trading, akesiiwilii, exchanges trees and 
small plots between individuals also increased with the greater 
freedom movement, matter convenience, and that indi- 
viduals seen section the island might not 
the temptation suspicion stealing others' food. 

These various factors combination with the increasing 
trade influences towards individual control land led into 
period relative anarchy, conflict and subdivision, and finally 
reaction against the further breaking sib and lineage 
lands; which, has been pointed out above, were the root and 


anchor the people substance. The nativistic movement 


1904-4 treated elSewhere this report, may said have fur- 
this tendency, did also the heigira and continuing de- 
population that followed the 1907 typhoon. 

The results these events forces seem have been 
responsible for the fact that the common lands sib and lineage 
have remained relatively stable until the mid 1930's the 
last and unsuccessful attempt split off plot from Apinuo, 
the land the Sor sib, was 1890. Subdivisions continued 


take place but this course was not necessarily due foreign 


influence. 
The lagoon area which had been held large blocks until 


the above period relatively intensive subdivision also re- 
mained stable afterwards until modern times, did reef hold- 
ings. However, the fishtrapping areas, although held matri- 
lineal basis like all else, were worked only men, and were 
thus even more likely than other lands pass from father 
son, within the medium the cross cousin marriage alternate 
generations. (It was mentioned above that the term applied 
fathers parties such marriages pwi pwi wisan, and 
wisam also the term used primarily reference the 
tribution fish.) 

The reef area, having more sacred quality than any 
other type land, was relatively unaffected, and stayed strict- 
within the sib and under the direct control its head, with 
authority over delegated his own children, 
until the Japanese declared all areas below high tide mark state 
property. This has meant that submarine real estate has become 
wlatively inactive, although most cases ownership particu- 
lar sections long continued and the whole 
today, part because the abiding power the lagoon spirits 
territory. 

The Germans ordered encouraged the conversion the 
islands into copra plantations, and this development was carried 
complete fruition the Japanese. the final phases 


their occupation, the islands reached standard living 


least comparable and some ways superior that rural 
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Japanese community. the men came back from working other 
areas with ready cash, money payments for land became common and 
competition for the usufruct copra land developed, 


speak, top the older, ingrained, jealousies. 


assumed first that the cases patrilocal marriage 
well the first discovered instances fathers leaving 
lands their children were due the above acculturative, 
deculturative, influences. undoubtedly true that the 
odd years German and JapaneSe encouragement patrilineai 
rights and the introduction money economy have 
produced some reSults, but found that precedents for patri- 
local residence and for the strong tendency for fathers leave 
lands exclusively their children existed the aboriginal 
culture. 

was stated that the role the father relation 
the disposition land given his children ordinarily dominant 
over that the mother's brother and that this must especial- 
true relation the institution cross cousin marriage. 
And, that when immigrant women first came island they were 
likely live patrilocally, perhaps later established 
Separate home site, usually after their children were born. 

also happened that woman were the last line 
and had one bring her food she would come the lin- 
eage her husband. This was likely true for second and 
third wives, acquired most cases only the more wealthy and 


powerful men. Again, was, and is, not uncommon for man 
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retire his own lineage Site later life, followed his 
wife she was either the above situations. one can 
support one's wife this manner one more prestige than 
those who cannot. 

Lastly the same tendency may 
regard father daughter incest. This existed the past 
and exists today. the three cases best known us, the girl 
involved had taken the place deceased mother living patri- 
local marriage, and each the fathers was the last line. 
each instance intended give the majority his land 
his daughter had already done so, spite the protests 
collateral lineages, who wished their per cent some token 
thereof. This follows the older pattern where father liv- 
ing patrilocally establishes the daughter section this 
with her husband. When the father himself the hus- 
band even more sure keeping land under his direct con- 
trol.* But will lose the land that would customarily given 
his daughter when She married. 

Incest this sort has never been punished Severely 
that between brother and sister, even the more distant de- 
grees relationship, and usually only with indemnities land. 


This is, course, not unnatural where cross cousin marriages 


should noted that the men one had very little 
from his own father, having been the product secondary wife, 
and that all three were deviant from their culture one way 
another. All have been remonstrated with, put the 
and jail the and finally given and accepted 
people who are Simply incorrigible. 


are between and and our informants did not 
speak theSe the reSult deculturation they did that 


incest between sib brothers and sisters. 


Abolition the Luininfang Exchange: This was done the ini- 


tiative the chief 1935. This removed the prime motivating 
force the exchange that is, the cancellation future 
claims land the donor lineage. The reason given for this 
ruling that land should stay with man's children and not 
subject claims his mother's brothers. The majority the 
people think the regulation good one, and when discussing this 
ruling informants always referred lands staying with sons 
than daughters, although the daughters benefit equally. 

One could easily assume that this new law was due 
Japanese influence; the chief having been very sympathetic 
Japanese but himself denies this and says did 
only lessen the possibilities conflict. 

also significant that the ruling was passed 
time when trade and the flow money and credit 
the island was beginning reach its highest point. 

However, Etal island which once also used the Luininfang 
exchange dropped the practice long ago that one could give 
possible motivation for the rule.* dated from time before 


the near mythological accounts the extermination the Namoluk 


that one day the local chief who initiated this policy 
heard small bird say “Etal esap fanuan pwi pwi, pwe fanuan nau 
nau should not have land communal one's brothers, 
but the land should belong children only. 
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population giant and cannibalistic people who were later 
driven off Etal, that this would seem remove any imputa- 
tion polynesian influence. 

Truk, the center this culture area, today ex- 
hibits none very few indications exchange System between 
alternate generations but there are Said indications that 
something existed the distant past. The Mortlocks 
then (partially excepting Etal and its ancient colony Namoluk) 


would appear step behind Truk the development, posited 


Murdock, from original bilateral structure through the matri- 


liniate towards the degree patrilinity found Yap, and 
lesser extent Ponape and 

Satawan and Ta, there has been far know 
specific ruling, but exchenges the luininfang type are today 
very Seldom made, and the practice Lukunor. Kutu, 
Mort and Oneop, however, have continued the exchange, and Oneop 
was subject nearly much Japanese contact Lukunor. The 
deciding factor may have been the Spanish Jesuit 
Father Lukunor for almost the entire period Japanese rule, 
while Oneop remained solidly Protestant. But this would not 
count for Mort. these islands the people say that all 
very well for Lukunor away with the exchange for they have 
plenty land and few people. This could perhaps hold today 


for Etal also, but certainly not the past unless one wishes 


the New York Academy Sciences; Ser. Vol. II, No. Nov. 
1948. Pages 9-16. 


a 


think losses caused some typhoon. 

neither Etal Lukunor has the abolition this 
mechanism exchange caused any discernible dimunition cross 
cousin marriages. One's children are now more certain get- 
ting and keeping land given them, without interference the 
junior males own lineage, the mother’s brothers, and 
has, therefore, resulted strengthening the control 
ers over the land. This corroborated experience, 
and today course bolsters the father's position within 
partially money economy. 

Summing one may say that German and JapaneSe 
towards patrilineal inheritance have been successfully resisted 
precisely because tendency this direction already existed 
within the society. However, this certainly true 
that foreign contact and trade gave much more opportunity for 
expression. But the islands still remain solidly matrilineal 
principle, and with trade cut far below what was are likely 
remain this condition. Holdings are now somewhat more 
Split than they were before German times, but seems highly 
unlikely that anything like the excessive fractionation and dis- 
persal for instance, Mokil can result long 
the social organization cohesive enough maintain the 
apashfongen. That amalgamating the lands indi- 
vidual members the lineage conceptual unit under the jur- 


isdiction the headman. 
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eminent domain the Chiefs: 


present the eminent domain formerly held the Sor 
sib inheres finally the United Nations and the Mortlock 
“office far eminent domain concerned the 
representative the Naval Civil Affairs section, with supposed 
ordinance over the public land, roads and paths. 
individual spite the disapproval the chief and the re- 
monstrances and laughter the people built his new house Square- 
across main path that had been for years. There 
was nothing the chief could about nor could the old chief 
the land, without the support his and collateral 
lineages which such would probably not have been given. 

island chief today does. however, have control the 
public lands, fanuan fanu, but the lineages that sold these 
the island have claim them expressed the fact that they 
will given the first opportunity buy them back the land 
longer being used, claim that will undoubtedly exer- 
cised the occasion should arise. The same holds true for the 
land now owned the Protestant and Catholic missions. 
Since these lands have been bought they are not subject 
revocation like the pathway above. 

Only one instance “public existed aboriginally, 
the listed the start this chapter, the part 
the lagoon area too for weirs and too shallow 
able for trapping. forms the freightway between sections 
the village, and aboriginally was customarily used those 
ing friends relatives other districts, for the narrow paths 


those days ran only from one lineage site another and 


eling this route necessitated careful attention dress and 
punctilious attention avoidance relations. 

Besides the customary uSe rights the and the 
present public lands understood that all have free access 
the waters the passage, and throughout the lagoon for 
hook and line fishing where this does not involve interference 


with trapping; the use the three fresh water ponds the 


Swamp where the women their washing they were also 


recreation areas for both until Christian in- 
hibitions set in; anyone may take dead pandanus leaves from 
any part the island, but only species used exclusively for 
thatching and only the authorization the chief. 
These public lands (fanuan fanu) over which the office 
chief (but not the old “chief the land") has jurisdiction, 


have only existed since German times, but time feeling for 


use has grown that they are today considered 


much like the setilap above. seems likely present that 
this category may permanently extended include all the 


waters the lagoon. 


the beginning the American administration, the chief 


attempted restore the trapping and reef areas those 
who had formerly controlled them. This was not popular with the 
people, who the last generation and particularly during the 
war had become accustomed considerable freedom the use 
the lagoon, and the reef area adjacent the 
islands. Also while not everyone had trapping grounds their 
ownership was sufficiently widespread through 


that all shared more less equally their produce. However, 


only people controlled the reef area, and five the great 
majority, three whom were related the chief. 
control meant that one must through the 
routine asking permission before using and render token 
tribute one's catch. The order was particularly resented 
because the area that utilized most intensely the women 
and boys whoSe contribution was important during the scarcity 
induced wartime dynamiting and people wished restriction 
gleaning. Yet this was the reason, and 
just one, given the chief for the order restoring the 
former ownership pattern, for felt the young men particular- 
were not giving the fish chance rest and multiply, and 
that they and the women were taking too many the shellfish, 
which are the only readily available food after typhoon. 
also true that traditionally the chiefs have felt identified 
with the reef area, land and hurts See 
being abused careless people. But those without interest 
such property charged that the chiefs and other owners were 
interested obtaining monopoly and that the pcople could 
then only buy fish “cafes", and appealed to. the Civil Affairs 


Office Truk, upon which the chief rescinded the order. 


SUBSISTENCE ECONOMY 


Introduction: former days Lukunor the mother and her new 
born child were under tabu for the first three months its 
life, and during this time she cooked for herself. the cere- 
monies marking the end the period the baby was given small 
bowl with two equal compartments its father: one should hold 
poi, the other fish. Lacking either ingredient the child could 
not hope grow evenly and straight. 
The concept balance the activities and obligations 

that should obtain between the utilization the land and the 
sea, between man and wife and between brother and sister has been 
further symbolized the shoulder carrying pole: Its load 
work, and food, should even: half for the wife and children, 
half for the sister and members one's own lineage. The same 
expressed the reciprocal exchanges between like 
amounts must returned for like, all should kept equili- 
briun, lest one become envious, and the other too proud. 

Yet Lukunor was and fact rife with envy and inverse 
pride, the ideal living arrangement tohave one's wife patri- 


local marriage, and leave much one's land 


own Children. 


Again, the Summertime breadfruit and fish that 
most pleasant and these foods are preferred taro, but the 
Seasons are variable, the Supply fish uncertain, the bread- 
fruit any one year may sparse plentiful, later than 


usual. Taro dependable, barring typhoons always there, 


but reauires hard and back-breaking labor and the knowledge 
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that makes good gardener can only acquired with work. Taro 
then recognized the base subsistence, stable food 
abandoned there anything take its place, but 

the good gardener who has the most prestige, and boy who shows 


great predeliction for fishing will have difficulty making 


good marriage. 


Agriculture: Soil and associated attitudes: Soil (pwil) 
classed whether thin (peiapei) thick (maluul); 
its degree stoniness and exposure wind and wave. 
islet intensively used Lukunor, one seldom hears 
discussions its relative qualities and one would even 


think trying exchange inferior, i.e., thin piece 


land good only for copra, for thick one which anything 
will grow. 

From the discussion Chapter will obvious 
that the people Relong have been historic disadvantage 
with those Rewow who have much the largest part the taro 
field and also control the island Piafe. For only 
Rewow and especially Piafe that one finds soil good and 
Sweet enough grow edible giant taro (ka), the small sweet 
varieties drinking nuts and the best breadfruit. Neverthe- 
less, was Rewow citizens who most strongly desired lands 
the southern territory, for after missionization they were more 
likely, moving canoe near Relong property than the 
people Relong near Rewow Piafe. was not until the 


wartime removal Piafe that any numbers Relong people re- 


ceived land there. 


Pwul, swamp, differentiated according whether 


imar, near the land, light and well drained; Tanol and Meshol 


midswamp but raised slightly about the prevailing level; 
the centermost and depressed part the swamp where the soil 
too heavy and dense, (kikat, mipwas). 

Much this latter territory left weeds during 
the great majority the time and ordinarily seldom utilized 
those who have property elsewhere. This may the 
soil not considered rich enough bear continual crops; how- 


ever, found concept corresponding that fallow land. 


Conservation Soil: The walls about the island have been 
tioned and the fact that the living area now kept scrupulousiy 
clean, and hygenically covered with sand This 
great contrast aboriginal practice; when except for small 
dancing grounds and the larger part the present Site 
the field, the only cleared areas were trampled 
down immediately adjacent dwellings, the remainder 
thick growth scrubs, grass and various trees. 

Cleanliness doubtless necessary allay anxiety and 
but would seem have gone too far when even the short 
grass nearby dwellings looked unsightly menace, and 
replaced with glaring Shell. 

the taro field, which might said one 
huge compost heap, that conservation and continued the 
land has been carried pitch comparable that paddy rice 
fields. bit vegetable rubbish, dead leaves, coconut 
fronds, old baskets, etc., taken the swamp two three 
times week, the women after their This left 
the plots their group and later distributed the men 


women needed. seldom wasted the middle portions but 


aq 


goes the better drained areas imar and kitan. 

Except for some parts central swamp all plants showed 
healthy green color, but even the smallest influx sea water 
causes the leaves turn yellow, and the soil and the roots turn 
bitter. 

said that nothing but vegetable fertilizer has ever 
been used, and although aboriginally defecation the swamp was 
not unknown, certain that the people were disgusted, and 
amused, the Japanese custom using night soil, and will not 
resort this although they say they cannot grow tobacco without 
it. Tobacco has, however, been grown successfully Etal swamp 
areas. 

The only pest pinhead sized insect, monei, that 
lives and eats the taro leaves, eSpecially those the ary 
land taros ioot and This becomes serious menace after 
month drought when multiplies greatly. Fortunately, such 


prolonged droughts are very rare. The same insect held re- 


for the borings noted dry coconut fronds. 


There are two types chiggers, both called sing. One 
infests leaves the land, the other also called urokau the 


humus the Swamp. 


Taro Gardening, Character and Disposition Holdings: The 


about 17-18 acres extent. The size and value holdings vary 
according the qualities given above. Along the edge are narrow 
Strips extending back from 100 400 feet. These, the plots 
imar, are most valued; are, were, exclusively sib lineage 
lands, and are bordered with well defined canals. the kitan 


Central area, plots are smaller and considerably fragmented, 


the immediate borders this section pattern similar that 
imar obtains but smaller scale. The lower portions 
the Swamp, where the soil dense and produces only small taro 
are less valued and left largely the women. The smaller taro 
are more delicate food and/or medicine for 
but demand too much work for the food value obtained. 
These center plots are often used pay minor for 
example, woman for massage treatment, thus they have been 
cut and recut and forma mixed and crazy quilt pattern. 
Control the usufruct the land roughly parallels the 
tripartite division made above. The headmen, senior males 
work the border lands, and their juniors the regions 
ing these, and the women the middle. There have always been 
exceptions this the personnel lineage varies, especially 


true modern times. 


Origin Taro and asscciated implements: According Girschner 


Namoluk informants taro originated the Mortlocks Lukunor, 
might follow from its being supposedly the first settled, but 
Lukunor the technique gardening said derived from 
Oneop. This refers especially the origin the auifel, 
hand hoe made from turtle shell and with its arced blade and off- 
Set handle beautifully adapted cutting weeds from soft soil 
and allowing close work around the shoots young plants. 
now often made from strips cut from gallon gasoline drun. 
The fatako hoe also made from turtle straight bladed, shaped 
like mattock and used, principally for chopping through heavy 


sedge cutting canals (kinol). 
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Oneop also credited with the development meshau, the 
mild medium sized taro, which was the first planted and which 
will grow anywhere the swamp, varying size with soil condi- 
tions. The larger varieties such those imported from Nukuoro, 
(see appendix) are said only grow near the land. 

derivation could obtained for the angut, the foot 
long digging stick, lever and carrying pole fashioned coconut 
wood inches broad and chisel shaped one end, and pointed 


the other. 


Method Gardening: Taro takes from one years mature, 
depending location, weather conditions and the skill the 


gardener; after this, may left the garden slowly in- 
crease size for indefinite period but gradually becomes 
less palatable. 

Assuming skilled gardener, beginning completely new 
cycle growth, will Walike-peiisop, cut the weeds from the 
plot with the hoe, turning them over and allowing these grow 
again; and week two repeat the process, this time making 
the planting, (fotogato). Since the ground fully exposed 
Sunlight and weeds will grow faster than taro, covering coco- 
nut fronds put down and weeds leaves laid these effect- 
all but the desired spots from the sun. 

from two days week the first the three shoots 
appears above ground. Now begins the crucial time, one must watch 
every day, the first leaf then another pushing beside it, then 
the third; but the work has not been done properly this may 
shorter than the others. Then one quickly breaks breadfruit 


leaves and puts them around the plant. This the time feed; 
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"It not right feed the plant when none only one leaf 
showing." When all the plants are inches, one will lie awake 
night worrying about the plot. there are big rains the 
plants will drowned, the strong sun following the storm 


will cook them hot water. 
all goes well, after two months the 


plants will over two feet high and free from danger. Now the 
second planting made the spaces between the first. This 
planting called faisan, and after made, the first 
known monikot. One has now worry only about flooding for 
the first keeps out the sun and inhibits some extent the growth 
weeds. When the first faisan has reached the proper stage 
growth this may take twice long the first, one plants 
second faisan under it, none are planted closer than inches. 
Some put still another faisan but then the roots (fau) will not 
good size. the faisan are not planted one will have 
quicker growth but when the monikot are harvested, one will have 
again much difficulty with weeds. 

When the original planting fully mature, preferably 
two years give the shaded faisan time reach proper growth, 
then all the monikot may taken once, the remaining 
are now called alishapishap*, and few the monikot are left, 
the plot described telifeiwaalap. The first faisan, now 
fully exposed the sun, begins rapid growth and within six 


months less may harvested. 


*This can also refer plot whose leaves have been broken 
due the anger another war see below. 


4 
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the first harvest not done properly, and one does 
not watch for the weeds that spring with the increased sun- 
light and breaking the ground, the plot will get off balance, 
and will look increasingly ragged (tilifeiwaalap) and the second 
and third faisan will not even height, (alishapishap). 
more sun strikes the ground, the weed problem may rapidly become 
hopeless that one may forced give up, start over. 

One can pick out the plot true father taro 
(semaniipwul); his taro will even height, solid matched 
three toned bandof healthy green. This perfection most often 
achieved the sections near the border, not only because the 
soil superior, but because they are easier watch, and the 
usufruct generally restricted the older males. 

The above description starting completely new plot 
the more unusual case and any one person will general rule 
have several plots various stages growth. neglected 
section the first growth stage given above, may have only 
clean out the weeds, furapwol actual cutting the 
weeds sapisap) another, the middle stage, the expert 
gardener will squat down and with his hands working like pistons, 
simultaneously tear loose the weeds (itiigmurii), thin out the 
plants (afaisan), and jamming his fingers 
the soil, replant the best these, works throwing 
circle weeds and dirt over the leaves for twenty feet around 
him. The weeds are killed the sun, aerated dirt washed down 
the next rain. 

more mature stage, where there are fewer weeds, the 
plot may need better drainage, more water and with the stick 


and hoe deepen the canal, heaping the slush his plot. The 


a 


-105- 


temptation remove most this from the property another 
strong and may lead years petty feuding. 

take the mature taro, one first cuts off the leaves, 
then loosens the dirt around the root with the stick, thrusts 
under and levers out. The stems are cut two feet, 
the root trimmed and then cut off the base the stalk. This 
pak. And replanted immediately left until the next day, 
his wife, let her the trimming, and carry the pak back next 
day. 

The best time for replanting, i.e., starting new 
plot, the period high tides between November and the end 
February, (fasoun pwok), for these raise the fresh water level 
the swamp, and towards the end this period there are 
rule few storms but many lighter rains and overcast days. The 
ground just the proper softness mesheshal). 

sense then the planting done between two water tables, 

both affecting growth medium that least half water itself. 
planting done after the pwok period, subject the hot 
suns March and soon the heavier rains and the 
season best fishing and breadfruit begins one very apt 
lose interest the hard work necessary the swamp. 

During the season average man, age 55, and 
good health will spend from hours week the swamp 
(cf Labor and the life cycle and appendix). The number hours 
will course vary, and will increase with age and size family 
and other obligations, decrease with disability and inclina- 
tion fishing. This time will ordinarily distributed 


over days week, varying with the amount and type 
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island labor scheduled. Usually any man will try spend from 
hours the days free from island labor, being 
these times that will ordinarily work with others with his 
wife, other days will out alone for hour the morn- 
ing before church and for two three hours after the "office" 
work finished. 

Pisenti, man years old supplied people with 


taro every day, about pounds. this went the gardens 


six days week and skipped church except Sundays. With the 


assistance fairly hard-working boy once took out 100 taro 
between and A.M. and replanted these. That afternoon 
returned alone, planted the remainder and weeded until 
(This work was done under pressure relatives the boy were 
leaving for Satawan noon.) The next day, alone took 60, 
replanted half these, cleared feet canal hours 
the afternoon. But the following day, only weeded and replanted 
the left over. the day succeeding this, worked from 
A.M. and again from sundown, taking only taro. 
Pisenti one the fastest workers observed, for most other 
men one would have add from hours. 

Another expert gardener, years old, with almost help 
from year old boy took out large and small taro 
minutes. said this was all the labor his age permitted him 
although the week following spent two entire nights deep-sea 
fishing ana helped paddle heavy canoe miles. 

Most the work taro necessarily done alone, for 
can work faster. wife young boy goes along they will 
the lighter labor, trimming roots, making basket, will 


weed themselves adjacent patch, which the man will then 


inspect and finish up. 
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Attitudes: Making fine garden still looked something 
that the prerogative the old. 

Should young man succeed growing fine garden 
will have just cause for pride, but still unlikely that 
will so. will seldom have the requisite skill, even 
real interest acquiring until over thirty. (19 and 
year olds did not know the terms for some the techniques 
given above). does make good garden liable sus- 


later life most people will considerable work 
the swamp, and everyone occasionally becomes with this 


and cannot tear himself away, dreaming and day-dreaming creat- 


ing fine stand plants. But with some individuals this inter- 
est becomes compulsive. They every possible occasion; early 
the morning and, heedless danger, will work through the 
middle the day. are unable stop working and are called 
mwanyang. The term not restricted taro work but has been 
mentioned here for seems have been this that offers the most 
common outlet for persons afflicted. 
the same type man who leaves his plot taro 
piece, even his family must without, and again 
who will "short change" his partners various exchanges. 
Our informants were unanimous stating that before the 
missionaries one worked hard and consistently the swamp 
they today and that very few were expert gardeners. These 
were restricted the headmen senior males lineage 
noted, and they had sort monopoly over the lands thought most 
worthy investment labor. The young men and women were 


Supposedly almost completely improvident, being interested only 
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dancing, love and war. Another discouraging factor was the fact 
that, unlike breadfruit, taro was vulnerable destruction 
one's enemies; being recognized technique war cut the 
leaves from the plants (feirei pula) which would then rot not 
immediately taken and replanted. The same could and did happen 
scale during serious interdistrict lineage per- 
sonal quarrels. Since the more powerful lineages and/or person- 
alities could best protect these targets for aggression fine plot 
taro was symbolic more than skill gardening. 

The missions brought peace and the promulgation garden- 
ing Christian virtue and antedote dancing and vari- 
ous other activities, and this was continued the Germans and 
Japanese. The result has been that along with depopulation, and 
the partial breakdown the older exchange system and religious 
ideology, there was gradual increase taro cultivation, inten- 


sified the Japanese need for food during the war (see cf. labor 


below). 


Tree Crops: Holdings the bush breadfruit and coconut land, 


are strips either side blocks running from lagoon sea- 
front small islets like Sapanor Kurum out from either side 
the paths that run through the length the island. Each plot 
may have been further cut, preferably longitudinally from side 
side, the living area, pei lands are similarly patterned, but 


individual ownership trees apart from the land here more 


common. 
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Breadfruit: The season commences any time from early March 
April, around the first March when the first the meias, the 
small seeded variety begin ripen, but does not really get under 
way until the latter part this month, past the middle 
April and perhaps not until the end April, more shaded trees 


will not produce until the latter part May. 


seasonal variations: the different varieties given 
the appendix the itai that was supposedly the first 
have been brought the island from Truk Kessaf, its first male 
inhabitant. There was perhaps conscious selection for 
this variety that most often produces fruit off seasons; 
sometimes called mei schabot (woman). Another term, akauwa, refers 
any tree that blooms off seasons. correlation with the 
amount sunlight received noted; i.e., when large 
cut down for canoe, some those nearby may bloom, they may 
not. The only way, however, which one can tell which tree will 
akauwa any one year keeping watch for tree will seldom 
consistent for one year the next. During the "small harvest" 
January one group may have breadfruit for three solid weeks and 
another only few for week, but the next year conditions will 
reversed. Why this so, aside from possible small variations 
rain and sun, not known. 

Mort island two trees type originating Nukuoro, 
have consistently produced all year, cuttings taken from these were 
planted Lukunor soon died and further attempt propa- 


gating these has been made Lukunor other islands. 
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Planting: Breadfruit may propagate itself, but shoots are often 
moved more favorable locations. the soil not thought 
good compost may prepared layers dirt and leaves. 

generally from ten twelve years before tree 
produces its first crop, although some especially favored trees 


have been known bear few fruit the seventh year. 


Harvesting: Breadfruit looked everywhere the proverbi- 
ally easy living, and this also true the Mortlocks but 
only comparison with the taro season. 

Much breadfruit necessarily picked from the ground 
the women the height the season. But fruit left drop 
being overripe and soft will splatter all over, any case 
will half squashed bruised or, hidden the grass and brush, 
will quickly rot. the beginning and end the season people 
not wish wait for windfalls. Therefore, they must climb the 
trees and twist the fruit off just they reach full size. 

Two implements are necessary: the strong pliable rope 
(sel) coconut fiber and the iyas, straight pole hibiscus 
wood from feet long with inch rod lashed diagon- 
ally across the tip. 

sib lands and particularly Saturdays entire lin- 
eage with the husbands the women may join the harvest, start- 


ing the early morning soon the trees are dry, eating 


picnic breakfast fruit, and crabs and coconut and returning 
the early afternoon begin the labor food preparation. 

week days man usually goes alone with young 
boy the lineage working the trees his own lineage, 
with his wife and/or children lands hers. 

loops the rope around the end the pole, and pushes 
this over the first limb, too far from the ground 
ties rock around string and throws this over the first 
limb, perhaps more feet from the ground. then climbs 
the doubled rope, pulls the iyas pole which his wife has tied 
the rope and until the canopy and the fruit are within 
reach. 

The wife picks the fallen fruit about them, inserts 
false stem this has been broken the fall and lashes the 
stems together. The man ties the bunches either end the 
pole and the next tree. 

One man and his wife will take from start until return 
about hours collect load breadfruit, when three 
more mature trees must climbed perhaps scattered locations, 
and perhaps only one hour mid season for the same number 
fruit. This would the shortest time possible and usually both 
man and woman will spend some time cutting and clearing weeds 
and brush around their trees before beginning the harvest. 

Climbing doubled rope tricky business, for instance, 
getting around huge limb which may feet from the 
ground and some distance from the trunk, hanging the 


rope and walking inch limb degree incline some 


feet above the ground. the tree the least bit damp 
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becomes one the world's most dangerous harvesting operations. 

The danger attested the high incidence vertigo 
directly associated with this activity. Eighteen 
the sixty men the year age group were said un- 
able gather breadfruit today for this reason. Nine these 
were merely fearful climbers, and now over had given the 
work the first opportunity; three were young men who had begged 
off had never climbed tree; the rest had slipped, had 
their experiences cumulate. One informant for instance, was 
his way tree when suddenly ran blindly off the trail until 
tripped over his pole and fell dead faint. This man twice 
received medicine, made climbing vine and recovered after 
few weeks, and kept climbing for several years until younger 
man was able take his place. 

One the most efficient and daring climbers was in- 
dividual well over 60. was man very proud his agility, 
and had sons nor lineage mates whom could directly de- 
pend. Most men gradually give climbing their children come 
age, and begin then, not before, take more serious in- 
terest gardening. However, the agile individual above was 
also expert gardener, and fisherman. 

Not even young girls climb any sort tree, and only one 
person was heard who had done so, she being outcast. The 
Shortage men capable getting breadfruit, while not acute 
meant that the breadfruit season was time rather intensive 
activity for those who could climb, most whom were harvesting 


for three more households. 
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Coconut: Coconuts are allowed propagate themselves some 
extent, but like breadfruit are often moved better locations. 
was common see several nuts hanging bushes near the 
living quarters which were kept until the frond 
had reached height two feet and then planted, again 
compost leaves,old coconut husks and dirt. 

grown the good soil piafe will sometimes 
produce the end the fourth year but even here years 
more usual, less favorable areas may the beginning 
the seventh. 

Boys from the age 12-14 are sent trees for drinking 
nuts, although generally not until they are nearing that 
they are allowed climb breadfruit. Drinking nuts are taken 
stalk lots the men. Copra nuts are allowed fall, gathered 
split open with machetes and the meat cut out the spot, 
husked and brought back the village where they are split and 
the meat removed any and all members the lineage, local 
group. The drying racks are under the general supervision 
the men lineage, and they who control the money re- 


sulting from sale the crop. 


Other crops: 

and ioot, the dry land taros form comparatively in- 
Significant part the diet. Both may nursed compost when 
first planted, taking slightly wetter conditions than ka. 
Almost all Lukunor's grown Piafe, and seldom eaten 


the southern district Relong. especially looked 


famine food, and was largely held reserve, except those 
families that had scant male labor power available. 

Mokamok (arrowroot) grows wild and harvested the 
man woman who wishes make mecidine with it, the same fol- 
lows for various types greens used infusions for medicines 

Bananas are gathered the men only climbing in- 
volved. The same true for papaya, which relatively re- 
cent import. was mentioned that there were once large numbers 
(Mt. Apple) trees, most which were cut down make 
room for coconut. Children, age harvest and consume al- 
most the entire available supply this fruit, 
the few remaining trees and running them ragged. The girls knock 
the fruit off with poles, the boys climb and shake. This activity 


part only play, but would seem also express real craving. 


Hunting: Some wild pigeonsformerly existed but were killed off 
after acquisition guns the natives. Kurakak, crow sized 
bird, taken day with noose smearing breadfruit sap 
sticks and placing these coconut trees. Several trees are 
baited night party older men and young boys. 
individual hunting (or fishing) after dark, for one en- 
tirely free from fear the dark and the bites spirits. 
Twelve birds were taken hours from trees one 


occasion, but only parties went out during nine months. 


Livestock: 
Chickens: (malek) are said have been brought from Truk 


very early times. Although now owned men women they are 


traditionally the concern men (the headdress the former 
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local chief was made the tail feathers the cock). good 
flock chickens something admired, and frequently 
expressed ambition. Any one can pick their own birds out the 
flocks that wander fly half wild through the village, and men 
occasionally spend idle half hour discussing detail the 
habits particular birds. 

They are seldom killed until mature, most people tasting 
chicken perhaps 3-4 times year feast and always eaten 
thick soup breadfruit. Quite necessarily they lead 
active life and usually takes the combined efforts 
boys catch one. 

Chickens are plucked alive and killed the boys with 
coconut nerve inserted the brain beating the head 
rock. 

Eggs, laid the grass bordering the swamp, are eaten 
only convalescents, and are chiefly valuable means 
obtaining cigarettes from ships' personnel. 

Pigs (pik) are said not have been known Lukunor 
until the days early contact with whites. They are owned pri- 
marily men, but are the special care the women and the 
young girls and very old men. Pigs were very scarce Lukunor 
and the people seem have never settled any one method 
herding. They were once allowed free run the island until 
they ate too much taro then they are tied trees, but 
frequently let loose, next small pens are tried, where the pigs 
become unhealthy and die, finally section the island 
off and the pigs kept there. This distresses the women 
who keep the piglets near them and gradually pigs are again run- 
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ning all over. saw all the above methods tried, and this cycle 
said have continued for least years. 

other atolls, e.g., Etal and Namoluk have numerous 
small islands that pigs can isolated their herds are 
extensive and pig much more common food. More numerous 
small islands have evolved system leaving all pigs one 
two islands and moving the herds when they have eaten too 
much the cover. 

Dogs (kulak, comia) are usually called the latter term, 
i.e. and were introduced whites. 

They roam freely the village, are the property 
men boys, but are not pets like pigs. They are rare feast 
food, which anyone may eat and are killed like pigs stabbing 
the heart, like chickens with blow the head. 


Fishing: The seasonal distribution fishing has been charted 
chapter two, and also the main variations technique between 
islands, the species varieties taken are given the appendix. 

Weir fishing: All the weirs (mai) Lukunor are the 
type, i.e., drystone walls are built the form 
about feet deep with one arm feet longer than the other, 
the apex towards the lagoon. There are sites for these the 
reef flat near the island, all controlled Sor sib lineages, 
and along the reef between Lukunor and Kurum, one more 
which are controlled members various sibs Rewow and 
Lukalepan districts. 

Any one weir never used more than once twice 
Season Lukunor usually obtain large amount fish for 


for most the fish taken are relatively sedentary 
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inhabiting the particular area. 

During our stay the island drives were made, two 
the entire able bodied male population, under the direc- 
tion the island chief, and under the control the sib 
owning the weir. 

The walls must first rebuilt, taking ten men about 
hours. large fish trip secured the end the trough 
the apex the 

The drive itself carried out about men canoes 
who close area some 100 yards one side the trap 
and about from the edge the reef, dragging rope which 
coconut fronds are attached. Thirty younger men swim under 
water and together they herd the fish over the edge the reef, 
towards shore, then back into the weir. When the signal given 

the trap full 
that/there frenzied free for all, each man tries spear 
the remaining fish the trap. These will his private take 
while the rest will saved for feast. this particular 
drive 350 fish were taken the trap and individuals, 
about 300 pounds. 

Uk, net fishing: This practiced during the winter 
months high water, from men and boys. They work 
first one and then another the various outcrop reefs the 
lagoon, having first asked permission intending use reefs 
not controlled them. The men have their diving goggles and 
Spears, and when near reef swim alongside the canoe under 
water. When one spots school, all converge and form semi- 
circle around the fish and the reef while the net brought up. 


This made men rough coconut twine, about feet square 
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and folded book shape with two sticks the outer 
opened and held down the bottom two men who stand motion- 

less each side. The others then close until the semi- 

circle about feet radius when last quick rush made 

over the net. This instantly lifted and the catch dumped 

canoe. 

Twenty-five men under the direction the chief, one 
day from a.m. p.m. took schools this manner. They 
captured most schools and missed another. The total take 
was some 250 fish. 

This drive was not made for feast and the fish were 
divided according the traditional system, see below under 


food distribution. 


Another type drive utilizing the chimo, soasu 


epinuo nets" formerly made from seaweed, and now string 


either men women, carried out older women and young 

girls mixed groups young men, women and children. Four 

people take part wading along the reef flats the village 

high tide, one person holding the nets, the others surround- 

ing and driving minnows into these. lucky pounds fish 

are taken hour and are used bait for passage fishing 

and mid-winter may the only source fish for some families. 
The tauleia weighted skirt throw net, used in- 

dividuals small schools fish along the reef, was not known 


until late Japanese times. 


Migratory fish: The angarap, tuna like fish, only puts 
appearance from time time. This fish associated with the 
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Sor lineage Sapokis and circled with canoes and driven onto 

the reef flat near the seat this lineage. Only two smail 

schools appeared during our stay, and both cases the attempt 

drive them the reef was bungled. few angarap taken 

the Setilap area were claimed the individuals who speared them. 
Mamasuk, fish inches long, and the slightly smaller 

mesawar may swarm into the lagoon any time but usually from 

September through February. However, whether these fish will 

come any one year entirely uncertain. 


Sometimes they may enter only short way into the lagoon 


remain the center. They are then driven, magically 
called (see below), weirs the end Sapanor island, 
Lepoker, the reef between Piafe and Kurum, where they 


are netted shoveled into canoes. The days following good 


haul mamasuk are said the only occasion when even the 
cats have more fish than they can eat one time. The surplus 
salted and sundried. 

Til, very small, inch, minnow may come over the 
reef between Piafe and Lukunor any time from November March. 
also responds magic, appears very large numbers and 


harvested canoes loads. 


Fish Trapping: The above types fishing commonly demand the 
cooperation several individuals groups, who may represent 


number different lineages sibs. The same may true 
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fish trapping today but formerly this was restricted members 
one lineage, its and immediate relatives marriage. 

There are several types traps: the Usel, 8-10 feet 
long 4-6 feet wide with arched covering 4-5 feet high and 
with curved ends built entirely 1-2 inch poles used only 
the Sor sib waters near the passage and must tied shore and 
weighted heavily with rocks; the small Upa feet made en- 
tirely small poles branches let down deep waters 
the season; the Unnaur, about inches feet and 
constructed almost entirely coconut nerves for minnows near 
the shore; the Unom, small heart-shaped trap grass and the 
only one made women used them take very small fish 
the reef. The predominant type, called simply Lukunor 
with solid floor split pandanus inside frame one 1/2 
inch sticks bound into rectangles inches. these are 
lashed bundles coconut nerves, that when finished there 
aperture more than inch and half square. one end 
the bottom curved into funnel channel which ends within 
the trap several circlets baffles coconut root wire. 
This the wot gate the trap.* the other rounded 
end the ishsch gate through which fish are removed. 

Almost any man can turn out trap but the majority 
are made older men. difficult say how much time 


Spent constructing one difficult say how 


Traps the other types listed Girshner, for Namoluk, are 

were made Lukunor, but the described above used almost 
exclusively today. According our informants, Namoluk like Etal 
made only one two crude traps until knowledge the technique 
was during German times. 


long takes make one. men rush order for 
Truk completed large hours from start finish, and 
without taking time out rest. (Most them then went home 
and slept for the rest the day.) 

The were once not put down until the period 
the puberty ceremonial (chonum) June and only used through 
until September, are now used throughout the year, weather per- 
mitting. However, most traps are made renewed February, 
are weighted with stones and put out shallow water near the 
village for two weeks until they become waterlogged and 


first utilized early March, soon the west wind has 


died. 


Method Use: Traps are set out water from feet 
depth, depending bottom conditions, and the limit that 
one can clearly see one's trap with goggles. (This has meant 
Slight expansion the trapping area from pre-German times when 
goggles were not known.) The best areas are those around the 
various outcrop reefs, (muto), and between these and coral heads 
(fau manou) flattish beds bush coral (och) the bottom. 
All these och beds and the coral heads are known, and most 
the latter have specific names, are named shape color, 
after some individual the dim past who first used the immed- 
area for trapping. lines run between these stones 
and from one fau och another, sometimes straight for con- 
Siderable distances for one cares about the areas white 


Sand bottom (pwoch) where few fish can trapped, very 


from one fau the next. 


those who control particular spot have often made 
life-long study the habits and the paths taken fish 
poaching another's plot not often done, except occasionally 
closely adjacent areas. However, the headman and those whom 
had instructed alone know the proper speech (norignor) 
made the fish, and "just dog will only obey its own mast- 
er, and children may instructed only their own father, 
elder brother, the fish will only answer and into the 
trap that one who their relation....for the same reason, 
one must become very angry someone else speaks his fish 


this intimate manner." 


But everything depends aligning the trap correct 
relation the path customarily taken bythe fish who live 
cross this particular area, for "if not correctly placed, talk- 
ing can have little effect." 

The edge the reef called och, are also those 
beds coral that lie shallow water, the beds deeper 
water are called kung, also the deeper blue water the 
lagoon. Large coral heads are "the house the fish," and 
the morning they will out from here swimming the shelter 
one smaller "head" another towards the kung feed sea 
weeds and smaller fish. One has several possibilities plac- 
ing the trap longitudinally the path between two closely 
adjacent och (for the fish never over these but always work 
along the bottom edges), some think best have the gate 
towards the kung and others towards the fau; with the 

gate close against och which the fish must skirt, close 


against the seaweed the coral; spaced some distance away 


| 
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from the och and between and the fau, close the fau, 
poth cases the sand and with the gate towards the och (alapwush) 
top the och near fau deep water, with the gate even 
with the edge the coral and facing the fau, Which 
variation these methods selected will depend the type 
fish predominant the area various times the month year, 
and anyone course will have his own favorite combination set- 
tings. 

When the trap let down, attached guide rope 
string, the mou. When the trap placed correctly, sharp 
jerk breaks the string and the trap left free, nor any buoy 
attached. 

Traps are left for week ten days but may 
taken four. The trap located rough triangulation 
between points Lukunor, Piafe, and Sapanor. When directly 
over the fauko dropped. This stick about feet long 
notched one end and with stone tied the butt such 
way that descends point foremost through the roof the trap. 
This spreads apart the ccconut spines the trap, which then 
hauled onto the canoe, the gate the rear opened and the 
fish pulled out, the trap rebaited with preserved breadfruit, 

(mar) crabs and lowered again. 

The best catch made trap was medium sized fish, 
but one two hundred are said have been common the old 
days. Most lineages have three more traps out, the same 
time, but many these took only six fish after being down for 


week. 
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Trolling: (Wairek) (Wait) The majority trolling done from 


sailing canoes the months from March May, with crew 
3-5 persons. The main types are distinguished according the 
time day: Wait mid day, near the passage and wairek, from 
sun-up a.m. and from p.m. sun-down. white feather 
lure used the end yards line, the canoe sails 
back and forth keeping about 100 300 yards from the edge 
the outer reef. Ten fish hours considered very good 
luck, 2-4 usual, representing from 5-40 pounds large fish. 
Trolling also done night (puil) rainy days, 
outside the lagoon. Names for different types again depend 
the time day the particular sort fish sought. 
short line used with pearl shell lure; and catch more 
than smaller fish exceptional. This method was not often 
practiced perhaps because, although the older men who knew the 
particular technique were willing go, the younger men were dis- 


inclined much paddling. 


Bait fishing: (angiringir) (efief) done individuals 
friends. Principal types are: deep sea fishing princi- 

pally for revettus, (said not have been known until 1910) and 
Shark, with bait fish cat. over months only canoes 
went out; from the end February till mid April the 
for night long bait fishing the passage, and every lin- 
eage had one more members represented least two nights 
aweek. Catches olai from 15-25 inches long were 

once common, the best catch known was 20. Many small sharks were 


also caught, these being favored food Lukunor; bait fish- 


ing the lagoon usually done daylight, during full 
moon, and practiced mainly men, younger boys. 

The technique for both (b) and (c) the same. One 
first spends hour loading canoe with rocks the 
proper size and shape for sinkers. The baited hook placed 
the stone, another placed top this, single turn taken, 
and second stone wrapped this such way (ush) that when 
the line hits bottom sharp jerk once frees the hook from 
the stones and from possible snagging the coral. 

Bait fishing the lagoon pretty much restricted 
the old men who have patience, not much else do, and knowledge 
fish habits. They often wait the passage until school 
fish comes in, and then follow until beds down. old 
man begins coming back with good catches discreetly fol- 
lowed, and does not succeed shaking the poachers off, 
comes fuming back the village "Why are these people taking 
fish?" 

The afitek technique quite spectacular. 
Several lengths the inner bark the hibiscus are made into 
long ribband. Tied the tip breadfruit harvesting pole 
this floated gentle breeze and skipping along just 
over the surface the lagoon irresistible tak 2-4 foot 
long gar) which rises leaps the air and entangles its 
teeth the pig sinew the dangling the end the ribbon. 


Only one man the island knew this technique, and for him 


sport practiced Sundays when the wind was right. 
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Torch fishing (ikaurur): calm moonless nights mixed parties 


men, women and children, boys andgirls, one two old 


women torches dried palm leaves, fathers with their 
young sons and daughters paddle slowly about the shores the 
lagoon. The man stands infront holding dry palm leaf torch 
and the takul, many pronged spear, plunging this into schools 
young tak. Two three pounds hour was good haul. 
When the tide out, and only few inches water re- 
main the reef flats, parties boys and girls and children, 
one two old women walk along the reef, palm torches one 
hand and machete the other. Perhaps one pound fish 
two hours good luck. partly recreation for the young 


but not for the older women and widows who were out almost every 


dark night. 


Diving and spearing: The area exploited that the outer 
reef. Three young men older boys usually from contigu- 
ous extended households, anchor their canoe the passage, 
person may paddle behind, keeping outlook for predators (the 
vampire ray most feared) while the others swim under water just 
beyond the breakers. Various small fish are speared and lobsters 
and trichdacnafrom inches pried off the reef. Six hours 
usually yields pounds fish and trichdacna. This 
carried all year, but especially the winter months. Boys 
from 8-15 use the same techniques within the lagoon. 

Welding rods charpened one end, but never barbed, are 


used. The ten foot long silak, coconut wood used for turtle, 


angarap, and rays. 


Use iron spears this sort boys originated with 
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the Japanese Oneop, shortly before the war, but did not spread 
Lukunor until afterwards, because our informants said, all the 
young boys were kept parochial school for five and half days 
week. 

The present intensive use spears deplored the 
old men who say that the constant attrition must eventually have 


serious effects the lagoons fish supply. 


Other techniques: Amonamon: Individual men dive down 

feet and place small baited baskets over holes caves the 
reef and then drive fish into these. Fael: small net with bait 
dropped fathoms, and hauled few minutes. Baited 
fish traps are attached drift timbers the open sea. Small- 

fish are stupefied with crushed Barringtonia put down around 


Coral heads. 


Women fishing: the two most important techniques practiced 


women; one, the drive with epinuo nets along the shore has 
already been mentioned practiced winter. Every day during 
the summer months low water one may see several lone old women 
wading along the reefs between Lukunor and Kurum islands. Each 
has basket slung her back and small stick which she pokes 
small octopus. Only occasionally the women cooperate 
driving fish into baskets held across natural runways the reef. 
Quite often woman years will scout the half mile 

reef between Lukunor and Piafe, eat fallen breadfruit, con- 
tinue Kurum island and return, having spent hours for 


octopus about pounds plus few assorted shell fish. 
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Consumption fish: may safely said that during 1947-48 
least these other methods did not suffice bring supply 
fish that was consistently adequate. was difficult secure 
accurate check numbers poundage fish other than the 
bare indications given. Estimates from the chief and various in- 
formants were about 1,000 fish per week winter, and 4,000 summer, 
from 1/2 pound per person week pounds per 
person week. This means that many people went without fish for 
one even two weeks time. 
The term moset, craving for seafood, the traditional 
excuse for lack apetite and general disinclination for work. 
asked why they have not moved all day from their mat, people 
will answer, "for days have had fish" and there be- 
sides shortage tobacco, will announce their imminent death 


tones the utmost conviction. 


Ritual and Magic: The most important the dieties governing 


subsistence activities was Inemes, goddess love; retain her 
favor and protection while engaged these, was important that 
one for time uncontaminated with earthly love. one must 
not mix confuse one activity with another; work the taro 
field, before digesting meal fish brought cramps, headache, 
nausea, and fainting spells, that were paraphrased "bites" 
the taro spirits, and conversely, one went fishing after eating 
taro, one might bitten the spirits the lagoon, anuset. 

fishing the morning and the swamp the afternoon, 
vice versa was considerably more dangerous, and while there were 
various degrees punishment incurred, the almost invariable re- 


Sult would filariasis the scrotum. Everyone, course 
disregarded 


q 
q 
4 
q 
q 


these tabus occasionally. 

The rules avoidance and Sexual continence were quite 
rigid all more important activities. Thus, before voyage 
Truk the saupilau, pilot, and his crew observed 
ence for six weeks, before trolling the open sea, using 
weirs, fish traps for the first time the season for four 
days two weeks and before taking the first taro climb- 
ing the first breadfruit,for periods two weeks four days, 
i.e., might vary with the lineage and the individual but was 
never less than four days. During the remainder the Season, 
the tabu might kept the night before, might disregarded. 
War and important dance festivals required similar observances. 
During all these periods the men slept together the men's 
house; and today, most members the baseball team sleep together 
the island meeting house before inter-island series, during 
the last four nights, and all them the night previous. 

Taro gardening had, far could tell the least 
elaboration magic and ritual, breadfruit next, and fishing 
far the most. 

was, however, connection with fishing within the 
i.e., with traps and weirs, and not the more rarely 
done and dangerous fishing outside the open sea, that the 
greatest elaboration magic occurred, and port there seems 
have been little magic any kind connected with this particu- 
lar activity. This was true also for Etal and Namoluk, and pos- 
Sibly reflects derivation from Truk lagoon. The totemistic iden- 
tification certain sibs with certain species fish, mentioned 
being most complex Truk, may also important this re- 


There very close association fish with sex. 
Carved fish the form phallic symbols formed part the 
decoration every men's house (on the beam sup- 
porting the ridge pole); the word for catching fish and 
the liap; and the folk literature and love magic are 
loaded with such 

give below several samples that will show some 
extent the bearing magic and ritual the pre-contact econ- 

The time putting out the first fish traps June 
was also that the puberty ceremonial, chonum; chon, 
people: um, oven: people one lineage sib. All lin- 
agreed the time set but each participated 
ate unit. During the week previous they gathered taro, bread- 
fruit and prepared their weirs, participants the latter acti- 
vity sleeping the house. the appointed day each pei 
Sent these rowing out with its first fish trap. This, the 


was sacred. soon had been put down, other traps were 


set. When all had returned from this activity each lineage hag 
feast (atila) breadfruit, and the fish from the weirs. 
women were allowed share. Uneaten food was left pile 
about the trap Spear, and any excess thrown the 
lagoon fed the pigs. 

After from days agreed all sibs, came the 
morning chonum. Each lineage initiated its own boys and girls 

Separately. 


The boys were stripped, painted with daik (tumuric) ar- 


rayed coconut pinnae and stationed the prow the 


4 
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canoe. was paddled away from shore, the young girls about 
become falpul, also decorated with pinnae but not painted, 
waded out the wake left the departing canoes and were 
ducked salt water, then brought back shore, washed 
coconut water, and given their first woman's skirt (ashapwar). 
While his lineage raced for the honor being the first 
return with their trap, the boy sat motionless the prow. 
When the canoe approached shore, the pinnae were thrown the 
water and the boy ducked and made wade the last few feet 
shore. also was washed coconut water. Then his mother's 
brother, put him the afit, loin cloth; folded 
and tied giving rather simple invocation the goddess 
love that the boy might have good luck catching fish and 
women, Since now was man. then retired the men's 
house with his uncle and ate with him alone from the largest 
the fish taken the lineage's Uuufel 
After the boy had eaten this, both men and women 

feasted the remaining fish distributed from this and other 
traps. Each woman bringing two bowls more pudding, 

offering, and setting down the men's house, 
the men took one, and the other laid two more fish 
ashung the share. the feast which followed, men 
ate inside and women immediately outside. From now until the 
end the season all traps might brought with cere- 
mony and often the lineage wished. The ex- 
Change given below weekly continuation that done 


Before trap was made half coconut shell filled with 
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fluid was kept the side the maker, the materials were 
sprinkled with coconut water, and invocation made Inemes 
and the lagoon spirits that the trap might potent at- 
tracting fish from the Oneop side the lagoon and from neighbor- 
ing plots. When setting new trap strand the white inner 
coconut pinnae was manipulated accordian fashion, while 
one called the anuset the trapping grounds note the 
traps' resting place and send fish it. trap were brought 
with fish, the fingers both hands were thrust through 
the top the arm thrust into the gate and the fish urged 
follow the example. While the trap was place its owner would 
hover over it, watching the schools and talking them (norignor) 
though they were his children. Ordinarily one learned these 


chants from one's father elder brother while working with them, 


but the most important were whispered and not communicated until 
the time individual retired from active life. 

difficult say what extent this magic still 
practiced. one will admit present activity for 
making these chants now mortal sin for Christian; one must 
follow only the precepts the Christian church, only those 
attempt mix them lays one open sanctions 
from either; this attitude most characteristic the Catholics. 

The conflict attitudes that may occur especially 
apparent the case the migratory fish mamasuk, which had 
not appeared since the war. 

was pointed out chapter that senior lineage 


the Sofa sib, has primary right the area where are taken, 


and that another sib, Saumosh, closely allied (in the past) con- 


q 


trols the magic necessary attract the fish, while ownership 
weirs the area has been split among Several lineages, the 
The primary owner and about half the 
company are Catholic, the remainder and the practioner the, 
magic, are Protestant. The latter has kept his relationship 
with the governing these fish, "wesewesen puin 
However, cannot properly initiate his activities unless 
requested the owner, the chief the land, 
also Catholic. 

The request must backed with large payment 
land goods (or today money) the Uuu. This not mere 
fee but (like the shoilam food payments made when exchanging 
any specialized knowledge) represents necessary validation 


the contract between the practioner, his lineage ancestors and 


with the supernatural. This payment (or was) ordinarily made 
the child the man who had the magical pact with the fish 
then requests his father proceed, and hands over 
him the lands goods given. ancient and "father" 
relationship exists between the practioner and the owner, re- 
lationship the mamasuk. The owner should first receive the 
gift and then rendering this the practioner his "father" 
formally requests him call the fish. But latterly the pay- 
ment come made money, and happens present 
nor pending marital relations exist between these two lineages, 
further the practioner known rather miserly. 

mamasuk appeared during our stay, and the Season 
wore on, joking, and then more serious, remarks were made that 


was because magic had been made, and that this was because 


7 


the practioner could not make his mind whether use Christian 
prayer magic. This individual felt bitter that had not 

been called upon, but could, and would, not work unless 
payment was made, least dollars. said the owner was 

"too afraid god" and hinted that this man, having lately re- 
presented himself the Americans most devout Christian 

had developed scruples about consistency that had not troubled 

him ten years before. This person was entirely unapproachable 

the subject. 

Older Catholics and Protestants were split fairly evenly 
the issue, the present office chief steered clear the en- 
tire matter; however, the leader the Catholic lay elders. 
The younger men and women, laughed the attitude 
their seniors, saying that either the fish would come, they 
wouldn't. the entire island joined laughing the 
younger brother who tried for entire month 
call the fish; for everyone knew, lacked knowledge the 
essential magic. 

The procedure was formerly carried out follows: 

The practioner, souik, observed continence for four 
days, before beginning and continued until the operation was 
completed. first tied the bulb plant similar the 

eyes the mamasuk the stern his canoe and, alone, paddled 
back and forth the passage night after night calling the 
Spirits the open sea direct the mamasuk into the lagoon. 
When the fish enter the lagoon they are considered under the in- 
fluence the magic, andif any person takes fish the lagoon, 


before they are driven the weirs the mamasuk company, 


cannot bring ashore without requesting the mediation the 
practioner remove the magical contagion. this were not 
done paralytic stroke might immediate 
consequence. 

After the entire school mamasuk were inside the lagoon, 
the practioner was paddled the various clumps fish 
four junior lineage members, while called strongly the 
gods, thanks and asking that the fish directed the 
weirs Lepoker island. The object this calling was 
prevent the fish from drifting over the reef between Piafe 
and Kurum islands for once contact this they might 
taken with impunity members Rewow district. 

When the fish are safely grouped near Lepoker, the souik 
magically them and returns the Sofa pei, Lagus, 
from here that the harvesting party must start. Those who 
participate are the members the all whom have 
been Sleeping the Lagus men's house since the beginning 
souik's activities, while their women have been sent the sea- 
ward side the island. 

the order the sofa sib chief, the canoes are carried 
into the water, once the crews are aboard the souik calls the 
gods king that immunity granted them and throws rock 
each canoe innoculate its occupants from the bites (ku) the 
lagoon spirits. then wades out the water until can see 
his eldersister standing the water the home pei the 
They chant unison, when this finished she 
gives the starting signal waving palm frond, and the 


Canoes paddle off, sends after them chant instructing the gods 
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Once Lepoker, the weirs are prepared; the souik climbs 
tree have overall view and from here directs operations 
through the senior men the lineages participating. The fish 
are first herded towards the shore and into the weirs manner 
the drive described above. First the canoe, waianu, 
the Sofe chief filled, then that the junior sofa lineage, 
senior and junior Saumosh lineages and the single sapun lin- 
eage the company. This follows the number weirs the 
reef which there are seven, those Sofa being nearer the 
land, and the school small only these weirs may filled. 
The group, however, shares the distribution. 

This may made immediately, Lepoker but one canoe 
load has been taken, Several all may return Lukunor, 
which case all women must remain out sight hearing the 
area where distribution made. 

From the first net full fish poured the canoe the 
souik has selected two fish, these keeps his role, repre- 
the spirits. After all the canoes are loaded, the 


crew each spread their arms along the gunwales while the souik, 


plunging his arms into the load fish, implores the spirits 

not angry for since they have given the power harvest 

these fish, really though they had themselves taken 

then sets two fish from each canoe the outrigger float, 

which are claimed the spirits the canoes move towards shore. 
Distribution fish the company made the ini- 

tiative the sofa chief. The second seniority each lin- 


eage then directs the souik distribution the fish from 


load their canoes until they sink with 


their canoes, the following proportions: the two sofa 
headmen, and the senior saumosh lineage, the next junior 
saumosh lineage (which was that the souik) the head 

the Sor sib, (i.e. the local chief, invariably done although 

Sor lineages are the company) every junior man what- 
ever lineage who had participated. 

After the distribution, each man takes several fish into 
the Lagus men's house, builds fire and cooks these; the souik 
cooking the two taken from the first net. Meanwhile the women 
have brought vegetable food and left this nearby. All wait until 
the souik has eaten bit the two fish, this cleans the con- 
tagion the magic and spirits; everybody then eats first the 
cooked fish, which similarly relieves their relatives danger 
from contagion, and then the food brought the women. The 
leavings this feast are thrown the sea. The raw fish re- 
ceived the distribution may now given sisters 
wife and distributed among the lineage the usual 
manner. 

These two fishing rites and the distribution the catch 
have been given some detail, for, divested the 
istic aspects the magic, and the fears contagion, the 


procedures are followed today. 


DISTRIEUTION FOOD 


and When man works the lineage 
lands the vegetable food obtained taken the sister; after 
cooking she sends large portion that afternoon the next 
morning the man's wife. However, his sister sick 

has quarreled with her then may for few days contri- 
bute such food his wife. But quarrels with her, re- 
turns her own group and works only its land. Food taken 
from his own land, from that given his children the 
lands her father her lineage goes the wife. She 
turn will cook and send the sister that has been taken 
from the two former, but not that obtained the husband 

her lands those lands her lineage those her 
father. all the one's own immediate lineage are 
dead, food goes the wife, rather than remote classifica- 
tory sister. 

work is, and large, divided evenly between one's 
lineage, one's own, and one's wife her land, but 
course adjusted the relative amounts labor power 
able different groups, and depends the age the person, 
was pointed out that senior males are likely work 
their own, and lands, leaving lineage work the 
juniors. 

Fish taken from weir identified with; i.e.,on the reef 
bordering particular pei, are apportioned all those who 
have secured part the pei land and not merely among lineage 


holding the weir. Those from weirs more distant 
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first the lineage having direct control, then the sib, and 
lastly the wife and children. They are not sold. 
Fish from traps (U) are distributed among the lineage 
alone, but considerable surplus this shared first with 
the wife's lineage and second with other lineages own 
sib; each may give these freely their relations friends. 
Fish from the traps may only sold the headman. 

Fish with hook and line are taken the wife and 
with her permission, surpluses given one's lineage. The money 
resulting from sale these fish belongs the wife, but she 
must consult with her spouse before buying articles from the 
store. 

Fish caught speared minors not immediately 
eaten are given their mothers and may sold them, with 
the approval though not necessarily the husband's. Spear- 
ing parties young men keep their own take and contribute this 


the mother, wife, her mother father. Rights selling 


are the same. 


Fish taken the reef women belong them, except 
for the tribute rendered the owners the reef. Especially large 
fish should the head lineage (asume) sold 
portion the proceeds given him. 

Canned meats, flour, etc. may consumed entirely 
the purchaser bought with money derived from sale fish, but 


usually are shared among immediate group. 


Exchanges above the lineage level: Amongoleile, general term 


used today for all feasts whether for chief's meeting, Civil 


Administration officers, celebration completed work, Christmas, 
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New Year's, Saints Days, birthdays Babtism. 

the pre-contact, pre-Christian culture, 
yond the level the immediate group, conjugal family, 
were, with the possible exception harvest festivals, organ- 
ized the lineages and sibs concerned and were essence 
validation and reminder obligations more extended 
degrees relationship. The importance ceremony and rivalry 
increasing with the social distance, and the highest degree 
pleasure derived from putting another under impossible onus 
obligation. closely allied reasons one does not accept 
casual gifts food those who are not close rela- 
tives (pwi pwi wesiwesin) but gladly accepts, even begs, food 
from foreigners. 

the present time all larger feasts are initiated and 
Supervised the chief. This situation reflecting and 
ing the official unity the island rather than 
lineage level. Rivalry, expressed attempts pile more 
food than others was forbidden the Japanese, and almost com- 
pletely subdued wartime privations still effective during our 
motivations are still alive; people had 
the extra food they over-subscribed the assigned the 
killed chickens and pigs against his express orders. 
However, the satisfaction derived from this action seemed much 
that insubordination shaming rival. One man could not 
quite make his mind whether had prestige 
(or insubordination) simply "lost" the money might have 


realized the 
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Examples exchange: the first remove from daily exchanges 
that atok and ashung. Atok token presentation 
cooked food made most often the wife and members her lin- 
eage the and men his group exchange for fish 
from traps (U), but also for fish taken weirs and drives. 
The men giving the fish exchange are said ashung. The 
exchange ordinarily made soon after the fish are brought 
shore and distributed, but may initiated the women the 
day before hint that desired fish. Although most en- 
tirely restricted the immediate relationship groups and only 
between those with whom marriage permitted, was also 


the past, atok instance smaller scale reciprocal 


exchanges made also connection with weirs and drives, noted 


the discussion mamasuk, magic. 


Tupeset: man was continent for month before and after marriage. 
then went fishing and sent large portion his catch his 
wife. They made return for this with cooked taro and breadfruit, 
and this established the marriage permanent basis. Another 
feast followed months when the bride was surely pregnant; 
the girls lineage with the help its and 

others, sending all types food the groom her name; 

and his lineage with the help the same degrees relationship 
made return, his name. Similar exchanges were made months 
term “preserve the life the woman," after this time the 
Couple should continent. Following birth the child the 
woman could not eat from the common oven. Her release from the 
tabu period was celebrated with another exchange, the upidu feast. 


this time the father and his lineage were first allowed 


handle the baby and presented with the bowl mentioned the 
introduction. The feast chonum time has been given. 

when individual died portions his land and that 
his wife were tabued (pwau), conserve food for terminal 
celebration (mopwau) and sign respect. headman, 
only the best parts the communal taro and coconut lend were 
closed off. sib chief Sor Sapun part the reef 
and for makal chief the whole iSland and entrance 
the lagoon might closed visitation for year. the end 
this time relations from other islands brought gifts Lukunor 
and return was made food from the tabued land. 


Since the tabu and rituel relation these occasions 


has been replaced reduced Christianity and copra they are 
celebrated hali-heartedly, all. observances are 
purely Christien, pregnancy may celebrated but explicit 
recognition given the period three months after birth, the 
puberty ceremonial has vanished. Atok and ashung are observed 
Lukunor but rather seli-consciously. 

The upidu feast and exchange made Catholics the 
anniversery Baptism; Frotestants the birthday and 
called takes place across religious lines, and 
after individual has become mature and himself parent 
may discourage its observence his behalf. 

The former presentation fish for land products 

not continued these feasts, both give eaually vegetable, 
fish and trade foods. The mechanism follows the traditional pat~ 


tern with initiative first the father's side and then alter- 


nating. and collateral lineages, depending 


the rank the child, bring food the lineage immediately 
cerned the presentation. This taken the receiving lin- 
eage younger boys and unmarried yet childless young 
women (falpul) the extended group, and received the father 
the bride The number large and small washbasins 
counted. These are distributed among the same degrees re- 
lationship, who must then reciprocate with exactly equivalent 
amount. Delinquencies may made with the assistance non- 
relatives the local group. The return should take place with- 
hours, and again distributed. Both groups gather, sep- 
arately partake jointly some the food and carry the rest 


home. The father the child may eat with both groups living 


matrilocally. 
order the chief these and all other exchanges are 


regulated that one may shamed, however, birthday 


baptism are sufficiently provide important 


work. 


Island level: 
Pre-contact: The feast distribution first fruits made 

the opening the various harvest seasons has been given 
Chapter II. Nothing like the Kamatip, name giving feast 

Ponape and Kusai was performed. The chiefs feast (ameirir, 
ren won kon) Truk was not edopted Lukunor until about 1890, 
and was given Said place this were two 
feasts (or, talking fests for men only) that took place the 
discretion the local chief (Makel); (taro) and 


They were held some other pei than 


nauepwesh (breadfruit). 


that the Makal that the chief and his people might partici- 
pate eating. All gathering firewood and preparation 
food was done the men. Women remained indoors out sight 
for the duration the feast, but might share any leftovers 
home. Similar was the feast fish held men only 
from the harvest the first weir which only old women (luel) 
were allowed share; and that the mamasuk given above, after 


which ail leftovers were thrown the lagoon. 


Modern: The New Year's feast perhaps the most important 
those given present may taken Sample. Two weeks 
before Christmas (celebrated independently Protestants and 
Catholics) the chief, after consulting with the district lead- 
ers, announces the lineages that will exchange food with one 
another (afailfongen mongo). amounts are speci- 
fied, the competitive spirit evident that the lineages 
concerned speak the feasts “fighting with food". lin- 
eage meetings the men decide individual contributions 

the total. 1948 the following food was contributed: 2344 
taro; 656 breadfruit, drinking nuts and 1471 used for cream; 
two kilos pig; chickens; fish about 1000 pounds. Per- 
haps third this total was consumed the day the feast, 
the remainder the three days following, and represents approx- 
imately twice much food that gathered for any other. 

Island celebrations and feast days are eagerly looked 
forward and new ones, e.g., all American holidays, very 
adopted. The chief will vary each year the precise 
exchange, e.g., one year all one lineage must work together 


against another; the next,men give fish women and they recip- 


rocate with prepared puddings vegetable food; 
the aShung and atok readapted island scale the chief. 


Such feasts are obviously important part island life. 


Interisland: the Mortlock islands plays host the 
others once twice during the year baseball tournaments, 
and singing festivals (these being based the former dance 
festivals, competitions) two three days duration. 
Each district assigned responsibility for providing and 
serving banquet rotation. Relong alone provides food for 
dinners given visiting officials. 

All island feasts take place the island meeting house. 
The officers and Sor sib chiefs sit the head the table; 
the other sib and lineage headmen according rank and/or age. 
The remainder the men sit the floor inside, the women 


the ground, outside. 


When the sib men's house reshingled, food 
provided the sib and its ‘ofokur for meal given the 
completion work done the district island labor force. 
payment made today for shingling homes cook houses, 
but for house raising food provided the family lineage. 
For small canoes single payment sent the com- 
pletion the work. the building the chief's foot 
Canoe, three large payments were made with the cooperation 
all Relong district. One the beginning, one when the hull 
was roughed out and one the end. are distributed the 
members the lineage who have supported the during 


the work period, the upidu baptism birthday but 
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are not reciprocated. money payment dollars was made 


the chief from his private funds, and was kept the two men. 


Food preparation: Daily cooking all foods done exclusively 
the women. The only activity consistently performed men 
the heavy labor pounding cooked breadfruit into pudding, which 
done close cooperation with the women one's own wife's 
lineage, both, and Saturdays and Wednesdays. Even this 
done often not the women. Men may also occasionally 
bring fuel, help expressing coconut cream, move large 
pots, etc. 

Almost all food today boiled pots 
comma gallon oil cans, gallon gas drums and some 
the more wealthy families have cauldrons supplied the Japan- 
ese. The oven (um), shallow depression the ground, lined, 
preferably, with volcanic stone from Truk, which fire 
built, food placed and the whole covered with leaves, although 
once almost the only method cooking, teday used daily only 
the chief's family. recognized that food cooked with 
Steam the better and more delicate taste, but re- 


quires more trouble and time than most women have. 


Methods cooking: Taro most often boiled whole, and will 
take four hours, mashed and pudding (kon pula) made, 
this will take another hour two even for small family. 
also cut pieces and dipped coconut cream, be- 
fore cooking and occasionally mashed and fried deep 


fat. 


single breadfruit may the open fire 


quantity sufficient for people, make into small balls and 
prepare enough coconut cream cover, takes about three hours. 
This always done Saturdays for the Sunday dinner. 

Fish are broiled the open fire breadfruit leaves, 
boiled sea water; rarely, coconut cream added this 
extremely dish. Preserved breadfruit (mar) eat- 
raw mild acid appetizer, mixed with water, expressed, 
mixed with coconut cream and baked the oven (maripen). 

Bread ("flour") baked improvised metal ovens 
fried coconut oil. Only occasional fish livers and shell fish 
are eaten raw. All native and imported food eaten room tem- 
perature. 

Ais, anise like nut that grows Truk, and afan 
(tumuric) also obtained Truk and small quantities 
Lukunor and small pepper, are, aside from coconut cream, the 
only native condiments known. They were never utilized food 
contributed village feasts, but, like the only for more 
private family affairs. They are used just enough dis- 
pel the idea inhibiting residual connection with pre-Chris- 
tian ideology, and even these few condiments used more often 
could much relieve dietary monotony continually complained 
of. They will not, yet are avid for new taste sensations, every- 
thing the Japanese introduced was good, and yearned for, but all 


American canned goods were equally "good", even cold green beans. 


Salt seldom used, except sea water, soy sauce, 


which, lacking fish, important giving one sufficient appe- 


tite taro season. 
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Beverages: Coconut water preferred, but sparingly; rain 
water usually drunk. Palms spaths were formerly bled for 
liquor and palm toddy, but mostly consumed before fermenta- 
tion had taken place. This now prohibited because the 
chief wishes increase copra production. The Japanese 
although prohibiting liquors the people general rule 
often made some available the chiefs, and beer could ob- 
tained just enough quantity for rare binge. had 
opportunity observe more than two three mildly intoxi- 
cated people, but informants agreed that drunkenness usually 
led outbreak quarrels and desires for women, rather 


than good fellowship. 


Attitudes towards eating, etiquette: Very few Mortlock people 
are inclined obesity and thought laughably dis- 


gusting. well padded desirable, and sign wealth. 
Thinness connected with immanent death from TB. 

table feasts forks are used, all other occasions, 
fingers only. Although not overly fastidious, gulping food 
considered disreputable behavior, one should eat slowly not 
have eyes only for food;almost all children are trained good 


manners the eighth year. 


LABOR 


has been necessary distinguish many the activi- 


ties men and women the foregoing discussions farming 


and fishing, and will here summarize these relation 


the life cycle. 


Division Labor: 
Men 


heavy lifting, 

house moving 

climb trees 

all wood work 

make canoes, 
houses, bowls, 
fishtraps, big nets 

all fishing. from canoes 
spearing and diving 


Labor and Life Cycle: 


Women 


gather fruit, 
land crabs, salt, 
firewood, rubbish 
for taro field 
make mats, baskets 
and small fish 
traps grass, 
small nets 
almost all preparation 
food and cooking 


Bath boys and girls stick close home 


until age this time, when they begin attend school 


! 
and get about they are known at, without dis- 


tinction sex. they have split and have fermed sep- 


arate gangs for their play activities. 


The girls group play 


more spasmodic. They tend cluster about their own homes, 


helping take care the younger children, and beginning 


identify themselves with the precesses food preparation; and 


" 
are now usually distinguished lierat. The boys form more 


cohesive groups, playing one baseball, making and sailing 


model canoes and swimming with thcse slightly older 


age groups. Except for occasional household chores errands, 


brief duration, they seldom assist their elders economic 


activities, and are considered almost completely irresponsible. 


— 
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The instruction among the girls comes more directly from 
the elder women, that the boys picked from 
older at, for there hard and fast line age grading, 
but rather gradual induction into each phase his life's 
work. From the age ten the activities males and fe- 


males must discussed separately. 


Males: age boy will fishing with hook 
and line, and will have his own small spear with which 
dives for small fish within the lagoon, gangs boys 
will working the reef considerable distances from the 
village, broiling their catch the jungle and taking 
from low trees. 

will sent out expected contribute his 
catch for group use, will paddle canoes for his elders night 
long fishing expeditions, sent trees for occasional 
drinking nuts, and begin some assistance the copra 
harvest. 

boy, but age period very rapid growth begins. 
the end the 16th year boy will (alluwel) strong 


enough harvest breadfruit, make beginning the taro 


field and the techniques fish trapping, will diving 
the waters the outer edge the reef for fish and 
tridacna, and will included communal work 
bey considered mature and ready for 
marriage. knows this time most the techniques prac- 
tice the culture and can duplicate most the material 


culture, crudely, e.g., his traps may lopsided. 


would not allowed make canoe himself,nor expected 
competent taro farmer, know the habits the fish 
the trapping areas. And fact few men can qualify ex- 
perts anything until they are over. 

work for the civil administration and sometimes will get 
married and leave immediately after. When his wife has her 
first child, passes from the group alluwel that the 
men (mwan). For the first few months years after marriage, 
will often spend the his time working for the 
wife's parents, until his own lineage calls him account. The 
increased work load makes efficiency important and increases in- 
terest acquiring specialized techniques, however, the young 
are likely lack interest, and money pay for these and they 


usually remain dependent the old who themselves not wish 


part with their knowledge. 

When man can work hard the taro swamp but 
spends most his time his home the men's house, making 
fish traps, rolling twine, and going off himself with his 
grandchildren, fish with hook and line, old man 
(reikawei). For some this age sets 60, with others not 
until nearly 70. 

Reikawei are excused from island labor, and with this 
extra time for rest and work the contribution the economy 
those from man for man, may often more important 
than those from perhaps, because they are more effi- 


Clent, and are acting their own initiative. 
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Females: The activities girls are confined more the immed- 
neighborhood their lineage site, baby caring, cooking, 
gathering firewood and the carrying food between lineages. 
Nevertheless, until the age 11-12 they get around the island 
almost much the young boys. After 12, however, their wan- 
derings become somewhat more restricted. They are now, soon 
will considered falpul debutantes, and 15-17 are ready 
for marriage. preparation for this they are careful keep 
out the sun much possible. 

When first married bride will accompany her husband 
brief excursions the taro swamp matter form, and 
will pick the breadfruit knocked down him, but she will 
never out the reef with the older women. 

From the time woman has her first child until she 
30, the less work, aside from cooking and mat making that she 
does, the better. Her main duties being watch over the chil- 
dren and keep herself pretty and make mats and baskets. one 
old woman said with approval "they are just like birds waiting 
that food put their mouths." 

Anyone whose father and husband cannot thus take care 
her pitied. her own children grow up, and depending 
various the number men her group and her own suc- 
cess keeping ner beauty and her husband, she will gradually 
begin after the taro swamp with her husband, and 
finally regularly take octopus with the older women the 
many cases must carry from per cent the load sus 


taining her family. 
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Before missionization few, any, women worked the 
swamp except cases dire necessity, i.e., lineage had 
capable males, and although the swamp itself was not tabu 
young women none would have thought working there except 
social form with their husbands for few weeks after mar- 
riage. 

From about 1890 the older women progressively learned 
more gardening techniques and brought more the center 
the swamp into production, especially during the scarcity man- 
power that prevailed during the Japanese period. 

There were older women who were expert gardeners, all 
but one, were widows over 50, nine women below the age 
who also worked the swamp "just like i.e., they worked 
themselves nearly every day. All these people and, espe- 
latter group, were pitied. these were purely 
necessitous, the rest comprised the total the islands declasse 
and available women; had illegitimate children. All did the 
great majority their work the central Tanol portions 
the swamp. woman was ever observed working the parts im- 
mediately adjacent the land. 

The attitude men tovards women's work summed inthe 
statement that "although the small taro are sweet, the center 
the swamp demands much labor for little return, too hot 
and unpleasant for the stems are not tall, the women's 
business, men should not waste their time there." 

Reef fishing, purely woman's activity, character- 


similar small return for labor and time expended. 


there are many younger men and women lineage, 
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the older women, i.e., the mother the headman his wife, 
may Play important role directing food production well 
its preparation and distribution. But, has been pointed 
out there are very few lineages this position. Also, although 
occasionally existing fact, there was never any special term, 
Truk, denote the female head the cookhouse, and 
women's activities. Women laughed embarrassment and men re- 
sented the idea applied Lukunor. Women can never, 


initiate food production unless there are men the lineage. 


The Industrious and the lazy: "An industrious man works his 
taro plot throughout the summer, weeding and planting. will 
only fishing two half days week, (Saturday morning and 
Wednesday afternoon). will inspect his copra 
land, keeping the crop properly thinned out, and not carelessly 
losing any the fallen nuts others. reserve will 
plant all the dry land taro his land will hold. his spare 
time will repair tools and make himself useful his elders. 
this way even man poor land will able support him- 
self, will known alabala, einin lowaton, his repu- 
tation will for working (chupwunlesh), and others wish 
hire someone work for them that they will choose 
first. Then will able buy and later sell 
meat from this. Then will given pigs care for. And 
his sib there someone with much land, his care 
(tumunu that the land will assigned and from this will take 
the copra money, and buy more land his own. 

"The lazy man the opposite all these things. When 
young does not want werk, only fishing, and this 


will four five days week and spend only two looking after 
his land. This not good for one cannot eat fish all the time. 
Such one will have little chance making good marriage. 

Her father and brothers will not like him. Japanese times 
could escape from this, and now perhaps working for the civil 
administration. But use, will come back and spend 
all his money for canned food and tobacco. will walk about 
until there food offered him but coconut, and then hewill 
want away again, and until old. will bur- 
den his lineage and sib, his wife must beg clothes from others, 


many times the family will eat coconut only." 


Prestige and Wealth: spite the presence salaried offi- 
cials whose position thus not entirely dependent their re- 
lation the land, prestige still based not much the 
possession money one's position relation the 
pre-eminent sib and seniority within one's gown group. 
these that usually determine the amount land, food and today, 


control the earnings from copra that enable one 


well supplied with goods (pisekesek). 
Aside from the chief, the wealthiest man the island 

was individual the most fortunate all senior 

his sib and lineage had married woman who was the last 

hers, and who had brothers but much land. She was living patri- 

locally. The couple had four daughters, these were married 

four men. Three, who had little land, remained the island 

working for their wives' father, who had almost entire disposal 

their labor; the youngest and most intelligent held favored 


position among the best positions avail- 
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able natives the Civil Administration. All four were 
eldest sons, due eventually headmen their lineage. 

Through fortunate combination circumstances and 
planning this man had then almost the entire disposal mature 
men's labor, and had become rich (mwan wau) food and money 
and grandchildren while his early 50's. 

Two other individuals were working themselves towards 
this goal, both were storekeepers. The first also man living 
patrilocal marriage, had again married who had fallen 
heir much land, again had produced many daughters, had not 
been able marry them advantageously but was doing well. 

Although junior his lineage dominated it, for the 
wife his elder brother had died and their only child preferred 
remain Ponape. Thus though junior worked principally 
the lands his wife, leaving the cultivation lineage 
lands his elder brother and the husbands his daughters; 
although properly the lineage headman will tell his juniors 
what and then off work his wife's land, the mem- 
bers his lineage being known his chon angang, partly 
derogatory term like stiff' the same word being ap- 
plied those who work for pay and island labor. 

The third individual, also junior his lineage, was 
living matrilocally. Again his wife had ‘brothers, and 
directed the use their lands and well his own, until 
Such time the children her elder sister came age. Mean- 
while had married his oldest son woman the same posi- 
tion the above, and certainly before dies will rich 


man, although from the labor his grandchildren rather than 
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his daughters' husbands. His eldest son also had good job 
with the Administration, being first cousin the boy mentioned 
above. 
The first three these men longer had work the 
taro field, except supervising the planting, the other two were 
among the most industrious the gardeners, and did comparatively 


little fishing. 


Group Labor: The basis group labor, the angang pwi pwi 
performed lineage sib the mongolap lands held 
common the group, under the direction, not the 
direct supervision, the lineage headman. Such labor was done 
especially the beginning harvest seasons, preparations 


for feasts and other tribute that must, formally, pass through 


the headman their spiritual and political representative. 
group cooperated also the heavy labor involved building 
the men's house and large sailing canoes, use which was con- 
trolled the headman, and fish drives. However, except 
rare occasions this did not demand the participation more 
than particular lineage and its ofokur, most sib, ex- 


cept the case drives Sor reefs building the Sor 


men's house when everyone the island was considered either 


sib mate ofokur. 

The most extensive and consistent group enterprise 
about the preparation pandanus shingles (tifash) 
for the men's house (fel), when all the lineages one sib 
were required furnish one tinnae, i.e., one vertical row 
shingles, for the roof. each could call their 


own ofokur for assistance this might involve considerable part 
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the one district, including the women each lineage who must 
prepare most the food. 

The requirement that each lineage make whole row 
shingles worked considerable hardship those with only one 
very few members, and yet not completed they were shamed. 
was relation this that the first step towards the present 
system cooperative effort was taken. the late twenties, 
the then chief urged that everyone the district work 
together, day set him, making the shingles. The 
rapid depopulation and the arain caused Japanese demands for 
labor made possible for this suggestion adopted with 
little opposition. 

Informants denied that this was done solely the in- 
stigation the Japanese, and thought more probable that the 
chief had the interests his people heart, unlike the old 
chiefs who were guardians only the land and not the people. 
Shortly afterwards the same chief instituted group work the 
taro field that the heavy labor weeding lands held the 
sick dependent women were shared all members dis- 
trict. However, the latter activity was not popular, and was 
soon discontinued that its reestablishment after the war was 


felt something entirely new and similarly resented. 


the wartime period from 1937 1943, the Japanese 


pletely rationalized the economy order keep the people alive 
and maintain copra production. 

The older women were told *o.work the taro field and 
cook for the younger women, boys and men who were formed into 


gangs. Mondays copra was gathered throughout the island, each 


peing kept separate, cut and taken the large common drying 
shed. Tuesday usually spent clearing underbrush, Wednesday 
swamp work, Thursday copra, Friday onthe breakwater, and 
Saturday each lineage gathered and prepared its 
own feod had sufficient manpower. Excepting Saturdays 
work was from a.m. p.m. and this left hours the day 
the individual. However, the pressure was seen the 
many disputes between the Catholic Father and the Japanese police- 
man, for the people said they had time come church, and 
the fact that the birth rate dropped average live 
births year during this period. 

times when many the men were away mixed parties 
were sent out fishing, the women doing everything except diving 
and retrieving traps. 

When assisting the men women were organized and 
supervised the making mats, hats, baskets and gather- 
ing surplus raw materials these for shipment. 

Today group labor directed the chief the days 
set aside for this, usually two half whole days being spent 
projects for the benefit the whole island, (e.g., build- 
ing the school house) with the chief personally directing, and 
one two half days for work within the districts. The chief 
announces that such anc such project undertaken, e.g., 
the building the school house, the district chiefs then hold 
meetings where the matter discussed and the lineages later 
work out among themselves their regular weekly meetings, the re- 
for particular parts the job. The same proced- 
ure followed gathering food for island wide feasts. 
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District work again initiated the chiefs but car- 


ried through the district leader, who responsible, for in- 


stance, that each the able-bodied men (chon angang) Rewow 


village, furnish pandanus shingles, and any these not 
show for work must see that the remaining men make the dif- 
ference. 

The former local chief would urge people care for 
their taro, but this was much more exhortation than order. 
Today the office chief also urges that the plots cared for, 
but thinks necessary, will use the day island labor 
for this purpose. 

For instance, October, 1947, the chief decided that 
each the districts must spend one hour week-day morning 
weeding their portion the swamp; after two months this, 
rotating force men from each district labor force was as- 
signed keep the plots clear and plant those the offi- 
cials and the sick and aged. The officials, however, had pay 
cents per hour for this labor, for this time the chief was 
most anxious not give any cause for complaint the Civil 


Administration. 


Weekly work schedule: 


Monday (Mastaanfel) half day the chief's disposal, 
urgent work pending; half that the 
individual headman; most gather and cut 


copra. 


Tuesday (Ruanuanren) for island work the chief directs. 
Women clean grounds, men house repair. 


Wednesday (auanren) Half day chief's disposal, like Monday. 


Thursday (aruanren) all day chief's disposal, for house re- 
pair, work the swamp, paths, etc. 


Friday (alimanren) half for island labor, usually spent 
both men and women, spreading 
sand. 


Saturday (rananmol) both sexes gather food the morning 
and prepare the afternoon. 


Sunday (Ranan fel) Church, baseball, canoe racing, etc., and 
the afternoon many men out lift 
fish traps, spite the Sabbath. 
Etal this routine). 

The present pattern directed work, shown the 
weekly calendar adjustment Japanese innovations and 
previous native work habits. should not considered 
rigid scheme, and undergoing further change today. 

During the wartime period intensive directed labor, 
Lukunor had more taro than ever before, raised handicraft pro- 
duction greatly, and copra tons year; and for the first 
time everyone their land had enough money buy what they 
wished from the store. 

has been mentioned that Lukunor works harder than 
the other islands although fourth number copra trees 
she was first copra production 1947. The chief has sev- 
eral times attempted partial rustoration the group gang 


labor, though now men only, for the harvesting copra nuts, 


pointing out rightly that would everyone's advantage. 
this, however, the people are open opposition. had 
unpleasant associations, for the Japanese used beat them 

for not working hard enough, and, more important, they objected 
doing unpaid labor which would bring money income the 
Sick lazy. was best, they said, that each faamani take 


care itself. This opposition also expressed reluctance 


show for group labor the taro field. And often hap- 
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pened that shingling job was done the house 
some person disliked others, they became went 
all-night fishing expedition and slept through the working 
period. 

There seems be, other words, strong desire among 
the people return their more traditional work pattern, 
while the chief striving keep them to.the mark set 
the Japanese, and while this part motivated desire 
for economic gain, more sophisticated than the average islander, 
who has not the chief's opportunities any case; large 
part sincere wish maintain everyone's standard living 
scale somewhat approaching that reached Japanese times, 
and also the wish for imported foods improve the general 
leval health. 

But this does not mean that the people whole are 
any way eager return the old subsistence economy, the very 
idea this faced with unknown, and sets uncer- 
tainties that reach into the religious life, for pointed out 
much the old way felt inescapably connected with the 
old religion. Nor are recent patterns individual labor those 
long ago, when, although man might work alone his taro 
plot, and zealously guard his coconut trees, was also much more 


closely bonded his group, than the case today. 


Wage Labor: Anyone may hire another the standard rate 
cents day for any type labor. This done those who 
have man their lineage take breadfruit those who 
need temporary assistance. The chief himself, with younger 


brothers, and with sons the proper age had regular hired 
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hand, sometimes called others the slave the chief's mother." 
However, while was thought proper for single woman 

who had carefully saved tobacco exchange this for the labor 

several men once repair her house was not possible for 

individual hire and direct the entire labor force 

district with money. Two men wished this: one clean 

his taro field, the other erect store. The chief solved 

possibly touchy problem specially assigning part the 

island labor force let them paid; thus shaming both in- 

dividuals and putting them debt their neighbors. 


Island labor: Mortlock men, according themselves, have 
always been preferred laborers the various occupying powers, 
because they are not prideful and quarrelsome like the 
Ponapeans. And they work harder, ten Mortlock men doing the 
work from Truk. the same time they readily admit that 
the Trukese consider them meek and cowardly. fact 
that while the Germans and Japanese had much trouble with the 
Ponapeans and Trukese they have never had any difficulty with 
those from Mortlock except once, when group Truk thought 
they were being sent into epidemic area Angaur and re- 
fused until starved into submission. The great Japanese 
demand for labor resulted the last few years before the war 

the island being temporarily depopulated able bodied males. 
The Japanese asked for "volunteers" and those who had not served 
recently were assigned their headmen and the chief. The 


Stretch was for six months and for several 61x months' periods 


there were less than men between the age and the 
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island, and twice, only six. was this situation that partial- 
accounted for the great development cooperative work parties, 
initiated the base the older customs the Japanese police- 
man 

Every man the island today over the age has been 
away from for periods least year, and many for much 
longer. Work, usually the mines Angaur, the Palaus 
was welcomed some extent the young chance get away 
and earn money, most which was invested clothes and presents 
forhis parents and wife, but customary for returning 


laborer hand over half these his headman for distribu- 


tion. 


Precontact: Usually the voyage Truk was made April and 

the return May, the entire period was known seitol. 
was pre-eminent for her people were the first possess the 
techniques, knowledge the winds and currents and the essen- 
tial magic that gave control over the elements. canoes 
were therefore always given precedence over the fleet which trav- 
eled seitol. However, canoes other islands sometimes 
dared other times year. 

Lukunor today retains much less the old sailing magic 
than the more isolated islands Etal and Namoluk; and, partly 
because having the best ship harbor, has long been less 
Sufficient than the other islands possibly excepting Satawan. 
the only island today with sea-going sailing canoes 


and had only before the war. 


q 


Principal articles exported were: the varicolored 
pulipar, and red fauilam shells, obtained few men experi- 
enced diving depths downwards from fathoms and used 
coconut string (bil) and rope (sel), both made the men, and 
pandanus mats made women. many years before Truk was 
opened commerce Lukunor was the chief middleman her trade 


Truk knives, axes, cloth and guns. 


Imports: Daik, (cucurma) garments and banana satur- 


ated with daik; minimosh, string for women dyed with daik, 


and finely polished; minilai, the same for men's ponchos, (usolap, 
buakal), banana fiber woven with patterns known only the 
Trukese; and fauten monaaku, garments ornamented with shells 
patterns. Belts (pek), necklaces (epa), headbands (mwaramwar 
also came from Truk their products were more finely made. 


Large wooden bowls (e.g., lemaitol) came exclusively from Truk 


did 


Trade equivalents: 


One maramar, string fauilam shells would bring: 


one five minilai, depending quality, 

one usopal 

ten blocks prepared daik, inches, 

two bundles (fungegun) tobacco, 100 leaves each, 
one large coconut shell full gas perfume, 

one large wooden bowl, 


five maramar were required for one ulong, huge wooden bowl 


used only for chief's feasts, bundles coconut twine were 


exchanged follows: 


for minimosh, unperfumed 
usolap 
large wooden bowl 
One mat brought five blocks daik, two bunches tobacco, 
shell perfume. 
early trading with whites Lukunor sold one maramar 
for 40-40 marks which was then used for trading with islands 


the west. 


Trade and Sib sib going another island 
will board with the lineage most closely related them. When 
group visits another island they ordinarily moor the pei 
the lineage most closely related them. 

Those making long voyages may expect find hospitality 
with even remote degree kindred. Thus two boys from Losap 
their way Truk ship were invited off the ship, and 
the food and work their sib Lukunor for two 
days, although the actual relationship was tenuous that 
could not hardly explained. Sex hospitality was provided cus- 
tomarily the wife one's male relatives, 
and occasionally still is. 

the formal trading voyages Truk the destination 


Lukunor Sor canoe was the island Wela Moen), 


was from here that the first settlers the atoll came. 


trade: Today formerly most trading takes place 
during the taro season, for then that shortages are most 
likely develop; group one island exchanging its surplus 


With that another. Trade very casual basis and the 


islands Can not said form economic unit. There was 
once loose political alliance between Lukunor, Satawan, 
and Kutu, and between Moch, Oneop, Etal and Namoluk and extend- 
ing and Pis, while Nama was with Kutu, but this was 
only called into being during major conflicts. 

Although today somewhat reduced scale trading 
that practiced before. there has been much inter- 
marriage between islands, great deal this direct ex- 
pression kinship rights. Every island has temporary resi- 
dents Some people another who are from their land," 
and, working keeping alive the right their own line 


the title. Thus the entire copra income some families 


Oneop may derived from groves Etal. 

Trading enters when, for instance, the people Oneop 
who have few pigs, dig 100 taro from their gardens and present 
this their relatives Etal with request for pig, the 
pig may presented them Etal with the implicit under 
standing that more taro will brought some time the future. 
the same with lumber, Etal has oversupply and permission 
cut freely given those from other islands with the 
knowledge that they will later receive bananas papaya from 
Satawan, sugar cane from 

Ordinarily such return “payment" will made within 
months, between near relatives. the degree relationship 
grows less close the necessity for immediate payment increases 
and members sib with connections Etal will expected 


pay the full rate for pig the cents per stick for lumber 


removed. 
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Today presents are made from one chief an- 
other. The gifts, although the name the chief, are under- 
stood for distribution needy people. thus of- 
ficially exports much taro Satawan under the direction the 
chief, each the three districts turn being assigned quota, 
about mature taro for immediate consumption plus 
some 1500 young shoots for planting. The remainder the space 
reserved for gifts between relations, and the whale boat may 
creep out the lagoon carrying near 2000 taro, and 50G0 young 
plants. 

Another innovation trade hangover from wartime 
restrictions that before one sails another isiand the 
chief must decide the trip necessary, and will not inter- 


fere with island work. 


Foreign Trade: Trading with the Japanese got under way slowly, 
but 1925 canoe trips Truk had been prohibited and three 
separate companies were concerned with the Mortlocks. the 
early '30s there were different Japanese native agents com- 
peting for the trade Lukunor alone, from stores tran- 
pedlars based Truk with native agents the island. 

the late 30s all were absorbed consolidated the 
South Seas Development Co., and only one store maintained 
the island. The oasis trade was course copra but other 
resources were not neglected. Ten Okinawan fisherman were sta- 
tioned the island exploit the small schools jack and 
tuna; sea slugs, which are rarely eaten the natives, were 


gathered and dried; the white fiber young coconut fronds was 


extracted and shipped bales Japan for panama hats. Huge 
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pundles pandanus leaves were gathered for shipment both 
and Japan, the hanks balls coconut twine remained 
important, did mats. Much the two later items went 
March 1948, exports had been reduced copra and 


mats. 


Imports: flour, canned fish and meat, cheap yard 
goods, soap, sugar, tobacco, sewing machines and tools had, 
course, been staples long before the Japanese appeared. this 
was added considerable number Japanese food stuffs, most 

which were cheap and gave much desired variety meals. 
American food and goods, although said preferred, were 
much more expensive than comparable Japanese articles. 

The attitude most the people lowered volume 
trade and consequently the standard living was one 
unhappy resignation. When men mentioned the price copra, 

cents kilo," they were likely laugh scornfully and hope- 
lessly. public announcement the second drastic cut the 
price mats, there was involuntary and explosive sigh from 
the women. They spent much the remainder the day in- 
formal protest meetings, which they expressed themselves 
quite plainly. For three weeks far could observe not 
one woman made mat, but they gave under the urging their 
husbands and brothers and the weekly admonitions the chief. 

Attempts were made stir competitive spirit be- 
tween the districts, but these fell flat. The greater depend- 
ence copra caused the chief prohibit taking any nuts for 
drinking, purposes, except from the seaward side 


the island, where the nuts are less sweet and ordinarily used 


Only for copra. 
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Property: Patterns and individual control and interegt 
have been touched Land Tenure, are here concerned with 
movable and incorporeal property. 

Anything acquired through joint effort, pooled funds 
group property under the control the men, e.g., the 
whale boat; those things acquired individual effort belong 
pertain the individual, spear, fish caught 
with hook and line however fish trap, although made 
one man not entirely his for used lands that belong 
him only representative group. 

Houses: once built the spouse, with the partial as- 
sistance the wife's male lineage mates, and now with island 
labor are fasanikin schabot, cannot alienated from her oontrol, 
and will pass her younger sister her daughter. The 
same applies cook houses. woman who comes live 
patrilocal marriage may not have rights the house, which 
may have been constructed entirely her husband and will ad- 
here her mother and sisters. 

Tools: Cooking utensils are similarly fasanikin schabot 
purchased her spouse and given her with monies earned 
his labor her land, but she has bought them with money 
earned from the sale her mats, the utensils are her personal 
property. either case they are left her her younger 
Sister daughter for the use son's wife. 


Other tools such chisels, saws, barber shears, etc. etc., 


whether locally made, from Truk the are the property 
the men, and are left their own son. felt that 
younger brothers should take part this. However, en- 
tirely the individual. Valuable items such like sewing 
machines are the property the men more often than the 
women men are fact skilled simple tailoring) but 
tend stay the lineage rather than being given away 
sons. 

Canoes made self purchased from specialists 
for fee are handed down the eldest son, lagoon canoes; 
but large canoes inhere the lineage. 

Livestock are regarded personal property, and are 
left primarily children above. Shoats may given 
children individuals other lineages raise, 
the When killed, the meat the original ani- 
mal must shared with the donor, but female, not that 


its offspring. For chickens the share right the eggs. 


Incorporeal Property: Those who were particularly skilful and/or 
had monopoly technical magical knowledge (rong) are, 
were referred the name the activity, plus the prefix 
"sou" and especially good fisherman; sousafei, 
one with much knowledge herbal remedies and massage; soufalafal, 
one skilled woodwork; soufal, bonesetter; soupilou, captain 
sailing canoe. 

Knowledge greater economic importance, the making 
fish hooks, bone setting, etc. required lineage permission just 
did the parting with communal lands, end that the soupilau, 


who was looked the regent the rainbow god and some 


extent himself ruler the sea should not pass out 
the lineage. Even within the lineage, and lesser degree 
between parent and child, food payments (shoilam, shoilimar) 
must made before one can part within any important degree 
knowledge, except between man and wife. going outside 
the the money goods and services were given, and often 
the knowledge w.as exchanged for communal lands. 

man was under some duress leave part his know- 
ledge his sister's son, but usually was his own eldest 
son who acquired the major portion. However, all these 
tions commonly were accomplished within the marriage cross 
cousins alternate generations, and gradually diffused with- 
but lineages. For instance, man and his wife would share 
the magic concerned with fish, but later this would 
pass his son and daughter who would cooperate its use. 

Magic connected with diving for fauilom shells went al- 
most entirely the son. The manner which son gained pre- 
ference seen the story one informant whose father used 
him demonstrate the technique bone setting various 
"buyers". was demonstrated its entirety only the 
younger brother and his sister's sons, but part vari- 
ous others outside the lineages. The informant already better 
informed than any later paid his father token fee 
and received further training with the result that was the 
most skilled practioner the island. 

Improvements technique, dances, songs, were 
Sold the individual, freely, but with due regard for the opin- 


ion his relatives. Quite commonly, specialized knowledge was 


retained until the individual was dead too weak 


impart them others. 


Money: Until 1930 all money earned from land from other 
was kept under the control the head man, or, 
ing male responsible age, kept for the group the oldest 
woman. either case they had virtual control the funds. 
The Japanese ordered that money income from land should 
divided among all those with interest the land, and 
the present chief worked out the scheme followed, some degree, 
present, whereby the members lineage share the harvest 
common lands, those too junior work their own por- 
tions, apportioning work the land and the crop, each, 
over certain period the year. There now mixed systen, 
some headmen still refusing give their keeping monies 
that should their younger brothers, even though these are 
mature heads families, making them “beg for it", others fol- 
lowing the chief's ruling. But generally money income goes 
those who have done the work the land: Thus younger 
rother works lineage lands can rightfully demand share, 
but not working wholly the lands his wife. Con- 
versely, while man works the iands his wife, her 
father and brothers she will given her share them and this 
yielded her her husband. But later moves 
back work his own lineage lands she will longer receive 
the share from her own people. 


For taxes lineage lands the entire group worked 


gether, and the taxes paid through the headman. was formerly 


-174- 


supposedly responsible for taxes all lands held the group, 
practice today, unless adhering the old system, only 
pays the taxes for ~lineage lands. which has directed 

the labor the entire group. Those land owned the women 
and minors may channeled through him the chief's secretary, 
through either the spouse father. Mature men may again 
send taxes through the headman pay them direct, but usually 
only after agreeing with the headman. Since were the 
island head tax has been substituted for all other taxes. 

Money held headman should left the lineage, 
but there now strong tendency for this left the 
sons, the old pattern the headman giving the land away 
pleased strong enough. This turn reinforces the wish 
others take and hold onto income from their portions 
lineage lands. 

Funds derived from land given inhere him but 
are controlled the father, and his death the son, his 
older brother, depending circumstances, e.g., 
ther she minor unmarried. The amounts involved are 
usually rather small, and conflicts continue phrased 
rights the land itself, not the money. However, the ruling 
abolishing reciprocal exchange clearing the title land given 
children operates also clear the way for monetary inheri- 
tance. 

Money earned through one's own efforts, e.g., from the 
Sale fish caught with hook and line, from mats, kept 
the individual, except noted above. Earnings from fish 


trap should distributed among the lineage, but often are not. 
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Almost all such monies are left exclusively the children. 
Wages earned off island labor into the keeping the 
headman, but are returnable demand. 

may seen that money follows somewhat the same pat- 
terns cooked food, while taxes followed the path first 
fruits, and that some extent the headman banker for the 
lineage. But this true only far decided whether 
money used buy machine, and then only after 
consultation. 

Money not lent others, interest money unknown 
nor are foreign banks trusted, instead buried the wooden 
chests where all valuable possessions are kept. The amount 


money that individual headman has very closely kept 


secret and not discussed. 


Besides the chief there were only people the island; 
i.e., the three storekeepers, who purchased shares the new 
Truk Trading Company formed under the aegis the Civil Admin- 


istration. 


Borrowing: one borrows canoe gives kisanauwa, 
thanks tribute for instance out breadfruit harvested, 
fish caught. one wished take fish spear that 
friend not using one just takes it, and leaves fish two 
returning. 

The owner the one good deap sea fishing line was regu- 
larly given third share the catch. Nothing any importance 
borrowed without some sort payment being made for it. 
"Nothing", our informants said, “is free except the island 


labor furnished for building house." 


RELIGION 


INTRODUCTION 

The influence Christianity pervades all facets 
Lukunor society, and gives first glance similarity and 
familiarity that bely underlying differences. The church bells 
begin and end the day, the people worship and 
nouncing the evening curfew. After curfew visiting discour- 
aged and light torch must carried while walking through 
the village. Church going and church life integral part 
the community. 

Two main changes religious orientation from the 
contact the present day may noted: 

Pre-contact religion included mechanisms whereby direct 
communication with supernatural power was possible for the pur- 
pose controlling supernatural power. Christianity has sub- 
stituted for this ethical code supported faith and prayer. 
has introduced supplication the place direct manipula- 
tion religious phenomena and beliefs. 

The ethical code pre-contact society was oriented 
towards the goals and prestige offered the community. Reli- 
gion served avenue for cunning, individual resourceful- 
ness and knowledge with the premium success failure. The 
idea immortality was not new native belief, but the rele- 
gation the next world rewards heretofore found also 
life was completely different. Heaven and Hell, preached 
the missionaries and accepted the natives, became new and 
important social determinant. 


The Nomoi community today divided into Protestants and 


Catholics. Protestantism, the first form Christianity come 


into the region, embraces the majority the people here, but 
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only because two islands, and Oneop, have excluded Catholic 
other islands where Catholicism was introduced 
has attracted the majority the population that 
island basis, excluding and Oneop, Catholicism the strong- 
and better organized religious force. 

Padre Espinal, Spanish Jesuit, worked Lukunor from 
the end German times until all missionaries were ordered 
Truk the outbreak the last war. His church, dynamited 
the Japanese clear line fire, was famous throughout the 
Carcline Islands for its size and grandeur. His own two-story 
home and meeting house which still standing was also built 
the church land Rewou district. June, 1948, this piece 
land was exchanged for Let, plot just the north the 
center baseball field, and new construction planned for this 
area. 

Under the guidance Padre Espinal church services were 
held and school organized for the Catholic children. the 
present time the absence priest, native catechist con- 
ducts the services which are being held the island meeting 
house lieu church building. 

Protestant missionaries have likewise been active 
Lukunor especially and with the Nomoi region whole. The 
present church building, imposing well built structure, lies 
near the taro field the central part Relong district. 
While not elaborate the church Padre Espinal, was 
erected the early thirties under the direction one the 


German Protestant missionaries and clearly reflects this influ- 


ence. 
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Several Protestant missionaries worked Lukunor 
throughout Japanese times, some them accompanied their 
families. one time Second lived Oneop 
well. The Protestant church organization, similar the Cath- 
olic, composed group church elders responsible 
the mission. The organization school was also considered 
important part religious activity. 

Writing first came Nomoi under the influence the 
missionaries whose use the Bible the written record re- 
ligious history supplanted the pre-literate individualistic theo- 
logizing the natives. Parts the New TeStament were trans- 
lated first Protestant missionary, and work 
has covered the entire New Testament. There are also song books 
and Sermon aids published the Protestant Missionary organiza- 
tion. Catholic printed material includes collation Bibli- 


cal lore into integrated story form, prayerbook and cate- 


chism. 
MISSIONARY HISTORY 


Protestantism: The first missionaries, four five Ponapeian 
Protestants, came the Mortlock region 1873. The American, 
Robert Logan, arrived later the same year and settled 
Oneop Island where translated certain sections the New 
Testament and converted and trained Mortlock natives act 
pastors. Christianity and the white man were not new the 
natives, and they were both received from the very beginning 
with respect and admiration. The material and social 


the higher civilization were ouickly realized the natives, 
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and they accepted the representatives this outside culture 
with all friendliness and 
The Ponapean missionary who came Lukunor, David, ar- 
rived with large amounts trade goods and supplies and brought 
with him ducks, pigs and chickens. said that asked the 
people they wanted become Christians, and, when they agreed, 
the island permanently. Sorek, the district chief 
Relong, presented David with gift land one his sib 
sites and ordered the people build church and home. 
said that Sorek took this interest because the large number 
crates which felt were filled with tobacco. 
David began church twice day, introduced the 


idea Sunday day rest, and conducted school which 


taught the basic ideas Christianity and also writing and 
geography. David opposed that time only parts native be- 
lief, shamanism, ancestor worship, love magic and Sexual license, 
and tried get across the people basic Christianity: 
"There one God," said, other God. made the earth, 
ocean, stars and everything else. You must believe only Hin, 
and obey only Him." 

Native Protestant missionaries were active Nomoi dur- 
ing all the following period. The people here proved more re- 
Christian teachings than many others, and many 
them became turn missionaries Truk. Johnny, man from 
Oneop, became the first Nomoi pastor Lukunor the turn 
the century. introduced the privy, organized the care 


coconut trees, and continued the development Christian 


understanding. 


Catholicism: Catholicism was introduced Lukunor around 

1902-4 when Schooner was becalmed just off the island its 

way Truk. Henry, the island chief, went out get tobacco 

and trade goods, and pleaded with priest, whom discovered 

board the ship, settle Lukunor. This priest, German 

Capuchin, came Lukunor and, after short time, bought land 

Rewou district which build permanent mission. 
Shortly thereafter the typhoon 1907 caused the dis- 

persal the population among the many Caroline Islands 

Ponape, Truk, Saipan for period years. these 

islands, where Catholic influence predominated, many more Nomoi 

people changed their religious affiliation aud accepted the Cath- 

olic Church. their return Nomoi they Swelled the ranks 


Catholic church people. 


interaction: These two religious influences lived 
harmony between themselves and with non-Christian practices 
until about 1916. Both undertook and friendly education 
the natives Christianity, and neither insisted the super- 
iority one over the other. They held church, exhorted 
natives Christian belief and morals, and tried teach them 
basic reading, writing and arithmetic that they could handle 
their ever increasing trade with responsibility and accuracy. 
society undergoing deep-rooted religious changes, 
inconsistencies were played upon complete the transition. 
Young men who became Christians might criticized because they 
could only use pencil instead the netive dancing stick. 


Chief Henry refused become Christian himself, but the 
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Same time insisted that his three wives and all his children at- 
tend church regularly. And, while would support the activity 
the missions and use their teachings reinforce his court 

decisions, might still, when angered them, order all young 


men engage dancing the threat jail sentences. 


Religious conflict: With the arrival Padre Espinal 1916-7 
and the death Henry, that last bulwark native independence 
and active native leadership, the religious situation Nomoi 
changed qualitatively. While had formerly been the policy 
all missionaries work mutually friendly besis, this co- 
operation was soon turned into positive opposition and conflict. 

Padre began the polemical Catholi- 
cism, asserting that was the true religious organization. 
This turn caused the hostility Protestant missionaries 
and this situation was soon injected into the social relations 
the native population themselves. Using the arguments given 
them the various missionaries, polemical discussions and 
social antagonisms fitted into religious clothing spread through- 
out the bulk the population. Kinship groups containing mem- 
bers both religions became split this issue, and the 
people, obedience the instructions their religious 
leaders, found themselves conflict with close relatives. 

This situation, intensified the Christian understand- 
ing and practice the people developed over the years, con- 
tinued throughout the Japanese administration. Tempered only 
the official Japanese policy discouraging and suppressing 


such religious prejudice, this condition has now been inherited 


the administration the United States. The religious tol- 
erance American missionaries has been welcomed many native 
leaders and highly commended and implemented. But, 


the time our visit, this problem had means been 
NATIVISTIC MOVEMENT 


The deep changes going during early German times were 
not without underlying tension which, around the year 1905-6, 
found expression religious rebellion. The beginning this 
nativistic movement was Truk, where the acculturation process 
was undoubtediy much more severe, but soon spread the Mort- 
lock Islands via Nama. 

the settlement migration the Mortlocks, many people 
from Nama had gone directly the island Kutu. These social 
ties were retained and the two islands, Nama and Kutu, were con- 
for this reason that the movement revive shamanistic visions 
and reaffirm contact with the indiginous supernatural world spread 
rapidly from Truk Nama and Kutu, and thence the rest the 
Mortlock 

the insitgation theSe more rebellious men the native 
dancing, pwarik, was revived spite the admonition native 
missionaries. Island chiefs conjunction with the 
regarded the authority Christianity once again openly 
tice many features native religion. This defiance was soon 
Shown against the temporal authority the German colonial gov- 
ernment, and was Similarly punished. Kutu one the shamans 


the time, Luten, who was the Same clan the Kutu chief, 
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declared while trance that the traditional sib here Kutu, 
was higher than the German Governor Burke. This hero, Retim, had 
been famous warrior who died from wounds received fighting 
against the island Oneop, and thenceforth became the primary 
culture hero Kutu Island. 

Governor Burke, hearing this call defiance, when 
tour the islands, imprisoned the shaman Luten and carried 
him off the jail Ponape. Lukunor Chief Henry called 
prominent lineage chief trial for his activities this sham- 
anistic movement. The lineage chief refused attend the trial 
and fought with the native policeman who came get him. Henry 
reported this second instance subordination Burke who ar- 
rested this man also and took him jail Ponape. 

The cause this native movement the Mortlock Islands 
Seems more than the general tension and desires all 
the people which were precipitated into overt activity the 
Trukese influence. subsided after this show colonial 
ority, and was the last organized resistance either the tem- 


poral spiritual authority the civilized incomers. 
PRE-CONTACT RELIGION 


External world: According pre-contact belief the surface 
the world was thought flat and straight. The basic unit 

for each island was that area within the horizon which was covered 
over the sky, thought sort enclosing sheath. This 
area was Called “inside heaven," lon lang. Although this prim- 


ary division extended only the horizon, they were aware 


islands, etc., beyond the horizon, and thus made this area 
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heaven" flexible include all the earth's surface 

they recognized it. 

Beyond this primary division was “above heaven," 

where the more permanent, higher deities lived. the “above 
there were animals, islands people, but only the 
winds and deities. The many higher deities pantheon 
gods common the entire Caroline region. Here also were the 
heavens for the breadfruit, and other natural products 
which were necessary activities and controlled 
with magical knowledge. 
Sib heavens: Within the “inside heaven" area there was system 
clan heavens which were the homes the spirits peopel who 
had died. The extremely close spatial relationship the clan 
heavens, occupying much the “inside heaven" area around each 
island, indicates the eSpecially intimate union 
and natural realms the native world. 

Some the sib heavens may outlined follows: 

Sor: The heaven Sor, alangagor, extends from the southern 
end the island, Apinuo, halfway Satawan. Another 
part, beside the ocean, from Apinuo half- 
way across the channel. 

Sofa: The Sofa heaven, faumanger, lies against the Sor heaven 
the center the channel and extends along both sides 
the island Soponur. here, both above and below 
the sea also extends all the way Fetiget, island 
near Satawan. Coinciding with totemistic development 


and the ownership over lagoon and fishing 


rights, the Saumosh sib shares this heaven with Sofa. 
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Sapun (Foieng); over the half Piafa which 
nearer Lukunor. comes down the ocean level, 
where meets Woeniol, which then goeS underneath the 
lagoon the stone weir Also there Fenalun 
above the reef from the near end Kurum the far 
end Piafa. 

Tooichan: Over seleila, the northern end Lukunor. 

The organization these heavens illustrated above 
corresponds the social organization the people. Each clan 
usually had heaven its own, but cases recent migra- 
tion, such the coming the Leiwel clan Lukunor from 
Satawan, there still remained close connection with their 
original home Satawan and the sharing the same heaven 
with their Satawan clansmen. Depending the migration pat- 
tern, each island had its own system sib.. heavens similar 
the one outlined above for Lukunor, reflection the in- 
dependence each island community. 

Ancestor worship: Ancestor worship was also closely linked 
the social organization. each level, lineage, clan and 
trict, the spirits dead ancestors mediated social life and 
were with the help gifts food and valuables. 


These ancestors, collectively Called sotup, varied power 


cording the social level which they functioned. Even though 
every clan and lineage had its own sotup hero, Lukunor, for 
example, Remwe, the culture hero the Relong Sor was 
Considered the most powerful and most important for the 


island. 
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The ancestors, sotup, protected his people against in- 
justice and helped them conflict; they also punished disobed- 
and crime. was the sotup that the people appealed 
for help sickness, famine, war, etc., for all activity had 
its supernatural sphere. And, for things well, both the 
natural and Supernatural realms had function together. 

The natural and supernatural worlds were directly con- 
nected and correlated with the social structure. The Relong 
trict chief, for example, was the head all the Sor lineages 
that district and thereby closest Remwe, the most power- 
ful ancestor these people. One informant explained this re- 
lation supernatural and natural sanctions follows: 

"The district chief the partner the sib hero. 
biggest the island, the ancestor here biggest heaven 
and also the island for his power over people. One does 
not insult the ancestor hero, and the for the district 

Shamanism: magical knowledge with which control and 
Supernatural sanctions, the primary intermediary between 
these two worlds was the shaman, (waitawa). Going into hypnotic 
trances induced self-training, dances predisposition, 
was said that the spirit took over the body the shaman, that 
the shaman was the spirit, and that this way the spirit ex- 
pressed his commands and desires the people. 

All knowledge the supernatural world was acauired 
through these reports the shaman, which could concern con- 
flict over land, medical diagnosis, visions the future and 


the propitiousness major undertakings such war fishing, 
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etc. The main source new dances was the shamanistic trance, 
which was thought given the spirit and thus endowed 
with supernatural cualities. 

Immortality: According pre-contact belief each person had 
two souls, one which was immortal and went matter 
course the heaven its sib. This soul, called ngun, 
the term adopted the missionaries. aboriginal belief the 
soul was helped into heaven even the sib 
culture hero. 

Once heaven the soul lived wey similar life 
earth, only with all good aspects emphasized and want and 
privation lacking. Stronger spirits who aspired higher pres- 
tige and leadership heaven could undergo series trials, 
which, successful, elevated them also the role sib hero. 
Transmission supernatural happenings like all other 


representations the supernatural world was through the shaman. 


INFLUENCE CHRISTIANITY 


Ethical values: The main ethical values Nomoi society 
meekness, obedience and respect towards elders were integral 
parts pre-contact society and continue within their new form 

the present society. emphasizing these social values which 
were held common with Christianity, their rational and 
ive base has none-the-less been radically changed. place 
Sickness, sorcery and deterioration food getting 
these ideals have now been placed within the framework Christian 


theology. 


The changes the ethical code that have taken place 


pertain primarily marriage, license and open aggression. 
The ideal marriage sacred union before God which cannot 
broken has been adopted the people Nomoi, contrast 
the Truk situation where marriage still remains fairly brittle. 
Adultery and pre-marital experience, while strongly opposed 
sinful and freouently punished infraction civil law, 
one the major conflicts between real practice and the Christian 
ideology, and deep concern island officials and 
church leaders. Anything that may lead inter-personal conflict 
and fighting, even self-defense under provocation, also 
considered sinful both religious and civil standards the 
society. this sense both parties all conflicts are judged 
fault, since redress properly achieved only through 
the intervention religious and/or civil authorities. 
Immortality: The basic determinant behavior the concept 
salvation. Sinful behavior has clearly delineated punish- 
ment the beliefs the native peoples, and one informant 
vividly repeated Padre teachings this matter. 

big fire, which all the sinners sit. The 

fire circles around their bodies, around their heads, 

burns and blackens their legs, their arms. The fire 

goeS into their mouths, into their eyes, and the person 

helpless, caught there." 
The substance hell was often compared masses butter 
which individuals were imprisoned and prey the torments about 


them. 


there are all sorts terrible and ferocious animals 
there bats, lions, who come around biting people. And 
ugly and strong birds that fly and out and around 
heads and frighten them. And people are caught there. They 
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cannot move and must endure all this torture. And then 
Some them cry out, when will stop, when will 
finished, when will sufferings stop. And then there 
clock God Hell which answers out 
people, goes eternally, goes eternally, 
cannot finished. 

This emphasis Hell made immediate determinant every 

aspect their lives. Sepas, explaining his fear hell, 

spoke the effect sermons: 
"From all this preaching towards people, everyone was 
frightened and everything from before stopped. Before, 
could copulate with other women, was possible throw 
away your wife, but when Espinal came this all stopped. 
For, when you take wife, this your wife until you 
die. Your wife until you die the woman you start with. 
You cannot take one, and then one, and then one. For this 
sin God. Only one wife until you die. And was 
would think the fire and Hell and afraid 
sin. And everyone else, and everything from before 
when Espinal came." 

The burial procedure initiated Christianity also dif- 
fers radically from that times. After great dif- 
ficulty missionaries finally persuaded the native population 
permit the cemetery. This was feared their 
part because the concentration within such small area 
many spirits the dead. have also become major part 
Christian ceremony. Upon death the corpse carried the 
procession led the children carrying the Cru- 
cifix. The entire population then follows double triple 
file, the women after the men, singing hymns they proceed 
the cemetery where, after short service, the grave covered 
Over. 

Concept sanctity: Native understanding Christian theory 
certainly determined the tools their disposal. 
For the most part missionaries have taken native terms and added 


theological meaning their content. example, 
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saved taken from the native word meaning help us. 
Another important concept the word for holy, fel, which was 
formerly used the manner tabu, prohibited. This sense 
prohibition part meaning the word holy still 
carried over, and indication the attitude towards the 
supernatural the native people. This difference semantic 
content and social meaning was also noticed Nukuoro man who, 
after Several months Lukunor, protested that the mean- 
ing the word holy, fel, was used Lukunor was differ- 
ent from the meaning and attitude his own people. 

The non-Christian past: The concept sin, tipis, also covers 
non-Christian and pre-contact beliefs. This term thus extends 
not only over wrong deeds, but also thoughts and entire 
cultural background. From both religious well social 
vantage point, the people have been taught look upon pre- 
contact and "native" culture darkness," life 
dominated completely Satan and therefore completely evil. 
thought sinful for younger people even hear the beliefs and 


customs the older culture. our own work the older people, 


about for any reason. this much the old cul- 
ture, partially existent the minds the older people, 
has been lost the younger generation. This means not only 
the substitution its place Christian teachings, but also 


ignorance those areas experience which Christianity re- 


fuses discuss. 


who themselves lived through that time, were reluctant talk 
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Non-Christian Christian fusion: All the native people today 
rightly consider themselves Christians, but times crisis 
there still the tendency use the rich native background 
possible explanation personal problems events. Thus 
almost all events recognized non-Christian beliefs which are re- 
jected public speech are none-the-less very much the back- 
ground. The basis for this the real experience the people 
themselves and the knowledge that there are “laws the island 
from pung fanu lom, which are peculiarly 
able their own circumstances. 

is, for example, recognized that infant mortality 
extremely high because disease, poor food and lack medical 
attention. And yet, when the infant daughter one woman died, 
many people intimated that possible cause this death might 
have been the intervention the ancestral spirits, the 
With the lapse earlier social obligations this woman had not 
given part her earnings her sib chief and 
the death her child was interpreted also punishment the 
ancestors for her neglect and disregard these social ob- 
ligations. 

pre-contact belief one soul departed the sib heavens 
immediately after death while the Second soul people wandered 
about the island for Several days before disappearing into the 
earth. During this time the soul frightened people assuming 
strange forms and making horrifying noises. The reality 
this belief new form still part native experience. 

Many the natives tell newly dead who have appeared 


them and all them believe this aspect supernatural 
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life. Missionaries, both Catholic and Protestant, have 
denounced such beliefs lies and un-Christian. But the natives 
through these experiences, and insist its truth part 
their empirical One explanation given that the 
souls recently dead not always directly heaven, but 
that sometimes Satan may use them appearing them fright- 
people. 

Anusoso, the "resting-in-place (nature) spirits" form- 
times, still inhabit all parts the island and appear 
fore people frighten and harm them. Several breadfruit trees 
the village area are said contain spirits. One 


them, named described having stiff hair one 


foot long which extends straight out and covers his entire body. 

second very tall man with only one arm, that 
people passing must Sure walk the without 
arm order escape him. Another obstructs people along the 
path with cloth prevent them from continuing 
their way. they move from one side another get around 
the cloth, just persistently moves the cloth front 
them block their way. 

addition the above, other types nature spirits 
Still play effective part native life. Anuset, spirits 
the lagoon, are still the cause particular type dis- 
eaSe, and one them still said eat the lungs, bronchial 
tubes and eyes buried corpses. spirits the ocean, also 


appear night powerful lights out over the ocean. 


All these spirits are for the most part minor nature 


Spirits which have intimate connection with the physica] make- 


the island, and come the people out the jungle, 
the dark and empty sea. Taking new roots the experience 

the people, they are still part today. the other hand 
the major deities the past have either been lost synthe- 
sized into the Christian framework spirits Heaven and God 
Satanic angels. They have lost their identity, and they func- 


tion now only words insult used anger and quarrel- 


ing. 
CONCLUSION 


The religious understanding the Nomoi people based 
upon faith God and His works. fundamentalism lived 
all the people society which supernatural, religious 
explanations far overshadow naturalistic understanding life 


and nature. 


Because this predominance and the 


interpretation even disavowed experience within this same reli- 


gious framework, Christianity here assumed form Similar 
phases our own history but certainly not our own time. 
Supernaturalism functions much part the reality system 
evaluating sickness, misfortune and social behavior that 
must considered somewhat differently from religious practices 
our own higher civilizations the present time. 
understanding casualty nature, society, and man that 


contrasts sharply with reasonable, scientific approach. 


RELATIVE PERCENTAGES 
the 
MORTLOCK POPULATION ISLANDS 
FOR MALE AND FEMALE AGE GROUPS: 
DEC. 1947. 
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APPENDIX 


TABLE 
LUKUNOR 
O-1 
10-14 
15-19 
65-74 20. 20.1 20. 
TOTAL 230 100. 100 
ONEOP 
O-1 
20-24 
TOTAL 180 100. 168 100. 348 100. 
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O-1 
15-19 
65-74 
TOTAL 184 100. 360 100. 
5-9 
20-24 
65-74 
TOTAL 99.9 100 148 100 


] 


AGE GROUP MALE 


40.2 
7 
10-14 
15-19 
20-24 40.6 
5-64 
TOTAL 100 


AGE GROUP MALE 


10-i4 
20-24 
TOTAL 


TOTAL 


100. 
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KUTU 
44.8 
197 100 100. 
MORT 
41-9 
19.7 
167 
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ETAL 
AGE GROUP MALE FEMALE 


26-8 
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NATURAL RESOURCES: (For Lukunor Only) 

these islands are pure coral, resources are limited 
sea-borne Plants that were transplanted 
man, the surrounding waters, and the coral itself. 

Dead coral used for boundary walls, also for houses. Live 
coral cut from the reef better, but only used when particu- 
larly fine structure wanted, e.g., the former cathedral. Lime 
cement prepared digging pit, building large fire and 
heaping rock upon it, when the fire dies down, covered 

over and after Several days ready for use. This technique 


was known aboriginally. 


PRINCIPAL CROPS: 


English name Native name Variety Occurrence Size 
Breadfruit mei Anikan Few inches 
Pukiliio Many 16x52 
Poshen 
Itai Most 
Inukalap Rare 


Lukunor 


Breadfruit mei Lesna Rare 4-5 
Weiang Some 3x6 
Choise Many 3x6 


The last two varieties only have Seeds. 
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Native Best for 
English name name Variety Occurrence Size Color use 
Coconut 
(cocos nucifera) Ashaw Some large yellow copra 
Nusesel Many small drinking 
Numuol yellow copra 
inside husk particu- 
larly tender and Sweet 
Nunipan longish copra 
(husk, best fibers 
for twine) 
Nuchik Some Small yellow drink 
Nuapoun Many Medium blue-green copra 


Size, and some degree color are said depend soil and 


location some informants, but all the above seemed distinctive 


varieties. 


Bananas 


inner trunk used 
scarcity food 
also weaving 
material. 


Sapientum) ush 


Varieties recognized ush Brazil 
ush (from Truk) 


English Name 


Pandanus 


varieties 
recognized 


Nomoi name 


mamiyap 


nin 


afus 


faniyap 


Approximately 166 different plants and trees are known for the 
checking through the list plants, 


Native name 


fash 
Silau 
fasheira 
fachewel 


poko 


fachanlute 


fachop 


nifash 


Truk name 


kipau 
(papaya 


nopur 


apush 


faniyap 


(MT. apple) 


island, others nearby. 


trees and shrubs given Elbert's Dictionary, only one-quarter 


were recognized but known growing Nomoi.. 
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eaten, only 
for hats 


for mat weaving 
for thatching 


best for hats 
will not grow 
swamp 


fruit, will not 

grow swamp; very 
tall straight trunk 
used for roof poles. 


good for nothing; 


weeded out found 
growing 


Use 
eaten raw 
white fruit eaten 
raw, root for throat 


medicine 


mango like fruit; 
eaten raw 
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The more important these Lukunor, are: 


kul kun used stupefy fish 
Barringtonia 
Kossol Son 
anau anau health medicine for 
children 
ting ting for headaches 
strong poison for killing fish, 
used medicine for scrofula 
auwon auwon scarcity food 
akurong akurong medicine too much" 
kilifo bark for fish line weaving, 
medicine 
amoliset amoneset for goggles, for tapwanu masks, 


for umpwish, good wood 
for 


alek akul for canoe poles 
chokis engi for fish trap withes 
nior, umukau for paddles 
young old tree Japanese cut all 
tree for utensils 
used for 
asas asas house poles 
medicine for babies 
rekish rekish for outrigger booms 
par none since typhoon 
mosor for dishes, house, the frames 
pukil fruit eaten 


Most common are: 


awel for fish traps; roots eaten 


during scarcity 
Shell variety arrowroot for baby food and sick people 
fatil grass used make small minncw 
traps 


For many eSSential woods the people are dependent 


weiap 


chopwus 
careira 
puluk 
kosauk 


setak 


SEAWEED 


Nomoi name 


Milewei 


lechen 


apalipal 


muchamuch 


ROOT CROPS 


from 


from Truk 


Trukese name 


lum 


ashoken 


epinuo 


wood 

soft spongy wood used for 
rolling coconut fibers into 
twine 


best for paddles 

dance sticks, formerly 
strong wood for rafters 
very strong, 


for canoe hulls 


Use 


hard stone, used for 
Sandpaper 


worn under dress aborig- 
inally 


Shorter undergarment 


for making 
fish nets 


Aroids Giant Taro (Cyrtosperma chamissionis) native name, pula 


Several varieties are recognized: cultivated only Swamps. 


the following varieties are recognized, order Size: 


(next page) 


chumo 
chopo 
sari 


fanal 


inches 


Simitan 
Lues 
Mashou 
ponun 


"1 
lona 


inches 


Origin 


Nukuoro 


Oneop 


taro, (non-giant) colocasia esculenta native name pula 


Varieties: 


all grow taro swamp, borders middle 


anor 
pamaro 
otoniiyap 
palipal 
otokus 
otokush 
puaa pwush 
otopula 


otonfais 


Palau 


from Yap 


from Fois 


native name, iioot 
wet dry land 


this was only type this sort 
recognized, matures 3-4 months 
very little Lukunor, but much 
Satawan 


introduced Japanese 


giant taro native name 
ary land only 


(alocasia machrorrhiza) one large smaller 
and alocasia sp.) both called 


distinguished from wet taros 
fact that the root not more im- 
portant than the stem, which from 


arrowroot mokomok 
(tacca pinatifida 


Sweet potatoes comoti introduced Japanese, but 


remaining patches are un- 
tended. 


Only the shore bird, kurakak, remains 
All others suitable for eating have been killed off, 
either the natives, many whom had shot guns German 
and Japanese times, the Japanese the war. 
taken only when the craving for meat cannot otherwise 
Satisfied placing stickS smeared with breadfruit sap 
the lower fronds the coconut palm slipping 
around its head while 
small rodent was brought the Japanese. 


not eaten and said menace poultry. 


kunfau 
pyuchupuush 
sara 

kinfaunalei 
sapwair 
oropwi 
raurau 
pitakul 
sash 

orei 


Nuwel 
anuamai 
maras 
kushumwa 
liipou 
kish 


FISH APPROXIMATE SIZES, LOCATION TAKEN, BAIT AND SEASON 


Size Location taken 
coral beads 
10 w " 
lagoon and reef border 
reef 
near land 
lagoon and set 
5 -25 w " 
passage only 
8-14 lagoon when small 
25 
open sea 
9 " " " 


goes singly very few; 
le, big schools 


Time. 


any 
full moon 


day, all yr. 
" " " 


" 
" " " 


" 


winter 
all year 
lerak 

summer spring 
all year 


" 


Feb-March ,April 
all year 


" 


winter only 
all year 


summer only 


all year 


Bait 


nu, mar, snails 


" 


cut bait, i.e.fish 
octopus 


octopus and 


" 


and limwom 


" " 


mar 


Name Size Location Taken Time Bait 


chupan lagoon passage and open 


usual catch these wind allows, 10-30 


lagoon and outer reef all year 
All the above classes taken men and boys with spears, with lures and hook and 
line, are reef border fish. 
open sea, usually all year lures 
langou open sea, usually with moonlight 


Fish caught with chicken feather lures only spring and sumer. 


Name Size Location taken Time Bait 
tako tuna 15" set only daytime lures, sailing 
eo, elik, angarap bonito 30” nom le, elik sailing and weir 
topol elik, huge snake like 
but not eel 
ikelai nom and elik mostly 
serau (barracuda) .6! outer reef 


(Shark) catch with cat with porpoise bait, passage and elik, along outer reef 
Rerettus taiginapuuk taken night from depth 100 fathams, long. 


Fish that are more frequently found fish traps than fourth division but taken 


occasionally lagoon with baits all year more usually, appears. 
Usap 
(uo) mesh 
likeraker 
mau 
lingis 
umou 
silipwutt 
urilang 
moisera 
tiliwap 
pulalei 
iken 
mooa 
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Fish caught fishtraps, will not take hook and seldom speared live 
middle lagoon. 


Name Size 

seppa summer only 
fan kei all year 
rro 
mau 

liorkileng 


MIGRATORY FISH: 


Til 3-6" May scooped with baskets 
Angarap 30" anytime, but rare 

large schools surrounded 


All the above types fish that live the lagoon, with the exception class are 
taken weirs are customarily taken men only. 


Women and children take small fish with handnets the bordering reef. 

Women take octopus with sticks along the reef, except during the three months high 
water, mid June mid September. Women also take the various shell fish that may 
picked without diving. 


Men and boys take all species, e.g., the larger trichdacna that involve diving and 
the lobster found along outer reef. 


limwon snail coconut 
kus octopus mar preserved breadfruit 
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